COMMUNITY UPDATE
Prepared by City Manager David Kelley
February 7, 2020
City Manager’s Office
Sonoma County Ag + Open Space Announces 2020 Matching Grant Program: Sonoma County Ag +
Open Space released their 2020 Matching Grant Program (MGP) Guidelines and Application materials on
their website: www.sonomaopenspace.org/matching-grant-program Sonoma County Ag + Open Space is
providing an informational meeting about the MGP on Tuesday, February 11 from 2-5 pm. City staff is
actively evaluating a grant application for parkland acquisitions through the Ag + Open Space MGP.
Sonoma-Marin Area Rail Transit (SMART) Releases Progress Report:
SMART released a Progress Report this week providing an update on return
on investments from matching local sales tax dollars, progress on connecting
stations and cities, bicycle pathways, service schedule and environmental
sustainability. A copy of the Progress Report is attached. In addition,
SMART’s General Manager's Report is available to learn about SMART's
recent activities including the opening of the new Larkspur and Novato
Downtown stations. To access the December 2019 General Manager's
Report, click here.

Zero Waste Sonoma Issues Quarterly Report Identifying Compliance with Recycling Legislation:
Zero Waste tracks compliance by the City. According to Zero Waste, of the affected 87 commercial
entities:
 87.4% are compliant or exempt with AB 341 Mandatory Recycling
 73.6% are compliant or exempt with AB 1826 Mandatory Organics
Attached is a copy of the Q4 report for Cloverdale.

California Public Utility Commission (CPUC) Proposes Additional PSPS Guidelines and Orders
PG&E To Resume and Augment Corrective Action Reports: Late last week, the CPUC issued its
proposal for new PSPS guidelines, accompanied by the press release (attached below). Parties to the
proceeding (R.18-12-005) will have until February 19 to provide comments and until February 26 to
submit replies through the formal proceeding process. However, public comment from non-party status
individuals and organizations are welcomed any time by contacting the CPUC Public Advisor’s Office via
email at public.advisor@cpuc.ca.gov and referencing proceeding number R.18-12-005 in the subject line
of the email. After comments are reviewed and incorporated into a Proposed Decision by the assigned
Administrative Law Judge, the rulemaking will be voted on by our five-Commissioner board by May 2020,
on an expedited schedule to be in place before fire season. The CPUC knows that PSPS events are
disruptive and potentially life threatening. We are committed to PSPS not being the new normal. This staff
report proposes refinements to PSPS rules to reduce their size, scale and scope. The CPUC want to hear
from constituents.

County Declares February 2020 Sonoma County Children’s Dental Health Month: New report shows
efforts to improve oral health are making a difference in children’s lives. The Sonoma County Board of
Supervisors proclaimed February 2020 Sonoma County Children’s Dental Health month. The month-long
observation, sponsored by the American Dental Association (ADA), promotes the benefits of good oral
health for children. A copy of the Press-Release is attached. For more information, visit Sonoma County
Dental Health website: www.sonomacounty.ca.gov/Health/Dental-Health/
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Finance and Administration
Finance Staff Attended Prefunding Programs Workshop Hosted by CalPERS: At the workshop held
on Tuesday, CalPERS discussed the positive impacts that prefunding Other Post-Employment Benefits
(OPEB) and Employer Pension Contributions in dedicated trust funds can have on an agency’s ability to
save money, reduce unfunded liabilities, and demonstrate more prudent financial management. The
California Employers’ Pension Prefunding Trust (CEPPT) fund program is a new Employer Pension
Contribution prefunding trust that has recently opened for participation and will allow state and local
public agencies who participate in defined benefit public pension systems to voluntarily prefund
employer contributions made to these systems.

Community Development

Update on Removal of Rubber Mulch Removal in City Park Playground Areas: The removal of rubber
mulch in the playground areas and replacement with wood chips in all four City parks (2nd Street City
Park, Furber, Tarman and Vintage Meadows) is tentatively scheduled for the first week in April, weather
permitting.
Current Planning Projects Update: The Baumgardner Ranch CEQA document is scheduled for release
next week. After a 30-day review period, the project will be agenized for the Planning Commission and
then on the City Council. Staff is working hard to bring the Alexander Valley Wellness Center project
forward, with the goal of bringing it forward to the Planning Commission in March, followed by review by
the City Council. Other projects working their way through the process include the following:
 Taylor Lynn II apartments, (22 units) and
 Dry Creek Rancheria subdivision (25 units).
Staff also is planning to present both the General Plan Annual Report and Annual Housing Report in
March.

Update on SB 50 (Wiener) a Housing Bill Related to Local Planning and Zoning: Senate Bill 50,
authored by Sen. Scott Wiener, failed to pass in the Senate in the past two legislative sessions despite
lengthy discussion to get enough votes last week. SB 50’s intent was to update California’s decades long
housing policies of single-family housing and suburban development by inducing development near
transit and job centers. The legislation attempted to address restrictive zoning and would have required
counties with more than 600,000 residents to approve permits for more construction of multi-story
housing and streamline the approval process for apartment buildings in neighborhoods near public
transportation.SB 50 was voted upon by the State Senate and fell three votes short of passing. The
League’s position on this bill was “oppose unless amended.” After careful consideration of the
amendments, the League of California Cities continued to oppose SB 50 unless amended, as the “local
flexibility plan” lacked the clarity needed to evaluate whether it was a viable plan. - See more at:
https://www.cacities.org/Top/News/News-Articles/2020/January/Senate-Bill-50-fails-in-the-Senate;League-commits#sthash.Pam3PmPF.dpuf

Police

Chief Ferguson Prepared Major Draft Update to Emergency Operations Plan : In August of 2109 the
Cloverdale Police Department began implementing a revised Emergency Operations Plan (EOP) to replace
the existing plan which was last updated in 2007. The EOP is a comprehensive plan which outlines how
the City of Cloverdale-its government, stakeholder agencies, community-based organizations (CBO),
business community and residents coordinate their response to major emergencies and disasters. The
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plan was developed based on similar models specific to the Incident Command System (ICS),
Standardized Emergency Management System (SEMS) and the National Incident Management System
(NIMS). The EOP was completed in January 2020 and is currently under review by experts in the field of
emergency management with emphasis on strategies that better suit the needs of the Cloverdale
Community. Update of the EOP dovetails with the concurrent Resilient Cloverdale Emergency
Preparedness project that is in process.

Public Works & Engineering

Next SCTA/RCPA Board of Director’s meeting Announced: The Next SCTA/RCPA meeting is scheduled
on Monday, February 10, 2020 at 2:30 PM in the SCTA/RCPA Board Room. The meeting agenda can be
accessed at the following link: https://scta.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/SCTA-RCPA-Board-ofDirectors-Agenda-Packet-02-10-2020.pdf. One of the main items on the regular agenda is consideration of
a recommendation to place on the ballot in November 2020, a ¼-cent transportation sales tax measure to
fund transportation projects. On July 9, 2019, the SCTA issued a call for projects for the Comprehensive
Transportation Plan 2050 asking project sponsors to identify and rank their 10 highest priority projects
for consideration in a new tax measure; as well as submit and rank up to 5 transit projects. Attached
below is a chart identifying Cloverdale’s list of top 10 priority projects.

Engineering Department Issues Notice to Bidders for the Cloverdale/Treadway Signalization
project: The Engineering Department has advertised the Cloverdale/Treadway Signalization project. The
project consists of installation of a traffic signal, traffic signing and striping, and minor concrete work at
the intersections of Santana Drive/ Treadway and South Cloverdale Boulevard. A Notice to Contractors
Inviting Bids have been published on the City’s website at the following link:
https://www.cloverdale.net/CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=321. In addition, the Engineering Department
provided plan sets to the VCEOnline Builders Exchange. Bids must be received no later than 2:00 p.m. on
March 3, 2020, at which time they will be publicly opened and read aloud in the City Conference Room at
City Hall. The bids received by the City will be referred to the Cloverdale City Council for consideration.
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Wastewater Division Weekly Update: Total wastewater flow recorded for the month of January was
25.5 Million Gallons. This is the same flow amount recorded for the month of December. Total rainfall
recorded for the month of January was 4.0 Inches

Wastewater Collection System Maintenance Update: Wastewater personnel conducted maintenance
on the sewer collection system in the following streets/ areas: Chablis, Chardonnay, Vine, Cherry Creek,
Burgundy, Rose and South Foothill Boulevard.

Parks & Recreation

Good Weather Aids Parks Maintenance Activities: Parks staff continues to maintain and improve the
Downtown corridor landscape while keeping up with the daily maintenance activities. Update below:

1. Scheduled tree removal and pruning was
completed at the Cloverdale River Park. Several
mature trees located along the two-mile trail were
removed. The Cottonwood trees were
compromised mostly by the flooding that we
experienced in recent years. There are several
ways in which flooding can harm trees. The damage
is incurred when root systems of the trees and
shrubs become saturated with water for an
extended period of time. When flash floods involve
sudden and immense quantities of water, debris
can damage the bark and vascular tissue.
Underlying soils may then erode, leading to
instability and eventually uprooting. When tree roots are submerged in water, the plants are
prevented from breathing. Without oxygen, roots cannot take up nutrients. There were a couple of
trees that were removed due to their poor health and also due to the proximity to our water well
structures.
2.
The second project consisted of string
weed-eating near the entrance to Cloverdale at
Citrus Fair exit. The median strip dividing traffic
lanes was weeded between Asti Rd and
Cloverdale Blvd. The Citrus Fair brings several
thousand people to our city and it’s important to
keep our town statics looking good.

3.
Weed abatement was completed at the L&L
District Jefferson springs. Organic herbicides
were applied along the trail, picnic sitting area
and around the tree wells.
4.
Several Arborist inquiries were address
throughout the city as well as service requests.
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AB 341 and AB 1826 Quarter 4 Report
CLOVERDALE

AB 341:
Mandatory
Recycling

AB 1826:
Mandatory
Organics

MCR1: Compliant with AB 341
MCR3: Compliant through alternative (back-haul, selfhaul, food donation)
MCR4: Exempt (non-generator or no space)
MCR5: Non-compliant with AB 341
Total for AB 341
MOR1: Compliant with AB 1826
MOR3: Compliant through alternative (back-haul, selfhaul, etc.)
MOR4: Exempt (non-generator or no space)
MOR5: Non-compliant with AB 1826
Total for AB 1826
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-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE PRESS RELEASE
Media Contact: Terrie Prosper, 415.703.1366, news@cpuc.ca.gov Docket #: R.18-12-005
CPUC PROPOSES ADDITIONAL PSPS GUIDELINES FOR UTILITIES AND ORDERS PG&E TO RESUME AND AUGMENT
CORRECTIVE ACTION REPORTS
SAN FRANCISCO, January 30, 2020 – The California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC), in ongoing actions to help
utilities prepare for and minimize the impacts of Public Safety Power Shut-offs (PSPS), today issued for public comment
a series of proposed additional guidelines that utilities would be required to follow prior to the 2020 wildfire season, if
approved by the CPUC. The CPUC also issued today a Ruling by President Marybel Batjer identifying serious deficiencies
in Pacific Gas and Electric Company’s (PG&E) weekly post-PSPS corrective action reports to the CPUC and requiring
additional actions to improve PG&E’s preparation efforts for the 2020 wildfire season and beyond.
PSPS Proposed Guidelines
As part of its re-examination of how utilities use and institute PSPS events, the CPUC today issued through an
Administrative Law Judge Ruling proposed guidelines from its staff that the state’s investor-owned utilities would be
required to follow, if approved by the CPUC, in order to ensure improved communication with their customers before
and during PSPS events and to minimize the impact to customers when PSPS events are implemented by utilities. The
proposed PSPS guidelines, which would augment the guidelines already established by the CPUC in Decision 19-05-042,
are available at: http://docs.cpuc.ca.gov/PublishedDocs/Efile/G000/M325/K985/325985221.PDF. Members of the
The
proposed
guidelines
for the state’s
investor-owned
utilities include: referencing proceeding number R.18-12-005.
public
who would
like to comment
can email
public.advisor@cpuc.ca.gov,
An Administrative Law Judge Proposed Decision for Commissioner consideration is expected in May 2020.
 Restore Service No Longer than 24 Hours After Event: Ensure that power to impacted PSPS areas is restored as soon
as possible and no longer than 24 hours following the conclusion of conditions that necessitate a PSPS event.
 Engage in More Robust Regional Collaboration: Convene, at least monthly, regionalized working groups with tribal
and local government entities and public safety partners and coordinate advisory boards that consist of public safety
partners, local and tribal government officials, business groups, non-profits, and academic organizations to advise on
best practices for wildfire issues and safety, community preparedness, regional coordination, and the use of
emerging technologies.
 Conduct Exercises with Public Safety Agencies: Collaborate with the CPUC, the California Department of Forestry
and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE), the California Governor’s Office of Emergency Services (Cal OES), and local emergency
response officials to plan annual PSPS exercises throughout the utility service territories in the areas with the highest
historical and forecasted risk for de-energization in advance of fire season.
 Ensure Communication Resiliency: Utilize all reasonable channels of communication to all populations potentially
affected by a PSPS event and develop communication and notification plans with local authorities that anticipates
the disruption of traditional communication channels.
 Meet Specific Needs of Vulnerable Populations: Design, test, and execute on a plan based on local demographic and
survey data for meeting a variety of safety needs for vulnerable populations through the provision of community
resource centers (CRCs) and in collaboration with public safety partners, local governments, and access and
functional needs customer advocates, conduct a needs assessment.
 Strengthen Online Information Accessibility: Ensure there is available bandwidth capacity, either via a cloud service
or on-premise, to manage a website that provides the public with access to information about the geographic areas
impacted by potential PSPS events and all other critical information to maintain public safety prior to, during, and
after a PSPS event.
 Publicly Articulate PSPS Decision-Making Process: Provide on utility websites a thorough and detailed indication of
the quantitative and qualitative factors the utility considered in calling, sustaining, or curtailing each PSPS event
(including information regarding why the PSPS event was a last resort option) and a specification of what factors
must be present for the PSPS event to be concluded.
 Notify Communications Carriers Proactively: Provide communications carriers with the meter and circuit IDs to be
de-energized and re-energized to ensure communication carriers receive actionable notification information
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that can inform proactive deployment of resources to minimize the impact of the PSPS events on
communications infrastructure.
Address Transportation Impacts: Implement a transportation resiliency taskforce with local, tribal, Federal, and
State government agencies, and other private and public sector parties to develop a needs assessment and
resilience plan in advance of fire season that would identify and describe transportation infrastructure and
corridors throughout California in need of back up generation.

President Batjer’s Ruling on PG&E Post-PSPS Corrective Action Reports
On Oct. 14, 2019, President Batjer issued a letter to PG&E directing it to file updates on its progress toward a series of
corrective actions intended to improve PG&E’s planning and execution of PSPS events following the PSPS events in
October. The Ruling issued today finds that PG&E filed substandard reports, and subsequently stopped filing reports.
The Ruling orders PG&E to reinitiate corrective action reporting on a biweekly basis, and imposes additional reporting
requirements, such as expanding the level of detail in the reports and assigning a process owner at the director level.
“PG&E’s performance during PSPS events in 2019 was unacceptable and cannot be repeated in 2020,” said President
Batjer. “The reports that I ordered PG&E to submit are part of the CPUC’s comprehensive review of the 2019 PSPS
events. PG&E must invest the necessary resources to mitigate the need for, and impact of, future PSPS events, and it
must demonstrate that both its internal and external communications regarding PSPS events has received the
appropriate attention required.”
President Batjer’s Ruling also requires PG&E to take additional wildfire preparation actions, including:
 Provide the CPUC within 15 days a detailed plan that describes PG&E’s current capabilities, planned
improvements, and anticipated challenges/concerns with regards to anticipated PSPS events.
 Update its PSPS operating protocols within 45 days and, at the discretion of the CPUC, be prepared to exercise
them in collaboration with Cal OES, CAL FIRE, and CPUC staff. PG&E must also be prepared to hold a no-notice
exercise to go through the process of executing on all necessary elements for an actual de-energization event.
 Establish within 30 days working groups with tribal and local governments across PG&E’s service territory in
which the needs of tribal and local governments during, before, and after a PSPS event are identified and
addressed. PG&E must also develop its 2020 PSPS protocols using feedback from the working groups.
 President Batjer’s Ruling on PG&E’s correction action reports is available at
http://docs.cpuc.ca.gov/PublishedDocs/Efile/G000/M326/K172/326172052.PDF.
CPUC Actions
The CPUC has taken a number of steps to hold utilities accountable for PSPS events and minimize the impacts of future
PSPS events, including:
 Make Immediate Corrective Actions: Ordered PG&E to take a multitude of immediate corrective actions after it
encountered significant problems with communication, coordination, and management during the largest PSPS
event in the history of California in October 2019;
 Question Top Utility Executives: Called an emergency meeting in October 2019 to publicly address the mistakes
and operational gaps identified in PG&E’s October PSPS events and to provide lessons learned to ensure they
are not repeated;
 Question Top Communications Executives: Held a hearing on the operations of communications companies
during the October PSPS events;
 Investigate: Launched a formal investigation to determine whether investor-owned utilities prioritized safety
and complied with the CPUC’s regulations and requirements with respect to their PSPS events in late 2019 (I.1911-013).
 Re-Examine Protocols: Began an examination of PSPS protocol (R.18-12-005);
 Do Not Charge for Services Not Provided: Implementing measures to ensure utilities do not collect from their
customers the charges that are a part of every customer’s bill so that customers are not charged for services
they do not receive during PSPS events;
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Expand Wildfire Mitigation Plans to Reduce Need for PSPS: Directed utilities to expand their 2020 Wildfire
Mitigation Plans to focus on increasing the safe performance of utilities, reduce the need for PSPS events, create
more resilient communities, and provide results before the next wildfire season; and,
Emergency Disaster Relief: Establishing an emergency disaster relief program for entities under CPUC
jurisdiction (R.18-03-011).

The CPUC regulates services and utilities, safeguards the environment, and assures Californians’ access to safe and
reliable utility infrastructure and services. For more information on the CPUC, please visit www.cpuc.ca.gov.
###
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Barbie Robinson, MPP, JD – Director

PUBLIC HEALTH DIVISION

Celeste Philip, MD, MPH – Health Officer

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Contact: Rohish Lal (707) 565-6625
Rohish.Lal@sonoma-county.org

Date: February 6, 2020

February 2020: Sonoma County Children’s Dental Health Month
New report shows efforts to improve oral health are making a difference in children’s lives.
SANTA ROSA, CA – The Sonoma County Board of Supervisors proclaimed February 2020 Sonoma
County Children’s Dental Health month. The month-long observation, sponsored by the American
Dental Association (ADA), promotes the benefits of good oral health for children.
This year’s event coincides with the publication of the 2019 Sonoma County Smile Survey Report.
The Smile Survey Report describes the findings from a countywide dental health survey that entails
administering a basic dental health-screening exam of kindergarteners and third graders in randomly
sampled elementary schools. The survey, conducted every five years beginning 2009 by the Sonoma
County Health Services (DHS) Dental Health Program, allows the Department to assess the changing
dental health of the county’s children.
The 2019 Smile Survey highlights many dental health improvements over the course of the past 10
years:
•

The percent of students with decay experience decreased significantly from 2009 to 2019
among third grade students and all surveyed students attending low-income schools. Lowincome schools are defined as those with over 50 percent of students enrolled in the Federal
Free and Reduced Lunch Program.

•

The need for urgent dental care decreased significantly for Hispanic/Latino students as well as
all surveyed students attending low-income schools. Urgent dental care is defined as care
needed within 24 to 48 hours because of signs or symptoms that include pain, infection or
swelling.

•

The proportion of third graders with dental sealants, which are thin coatings applied to the
chewing surface of molars to prevent decay, almost doubled from 2009 to 2019 for both White
non-Hispanic as well as Hispanic/Latino students.

Despite these positive findings, more than 4 in 10 Sonoma County children have tooth decay and
significant disparities persist. Over the last five years the proportion of children with dental
sealants actually decreased for all students, regardless of income or race/ethnicity from an all-time
average high of 44 percent in 2014 to an average of 31 percent in 2019. Dental disease continues to
affect some communities more than others. The survey found that approximately 6 out of every 10
children attending low-income schools, and 6 out of 10 Hispanic/Latino children have cavities.
This reflects a rate that is twice that of White children and of those attending higher income
schools, whose dental decay is evident in only 3 out of 10 children.
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Dental disease is the most common unmet health need of children and the number one cause of school
absences. According to the California Department of Public Health (CDPH), California’s children
miss 874,000 days of school due to dental problems.
Over the past decade many local partnerships forged, pilot projects launched, infrastructure
investments conducted and preventive services delivered have yielded better dental health outcomes
among the county’s young students.
“As more children receive preventive services to stop tooth decay before it starts, we will continue to
see improvements to children’s oral health, overall health and well-being,” said Dr. Celeste Philip,
Sonoma County Health Officer. “I am encouraged by the increase in preventive services offered at our
community dental clinics through the Cavity-Free Sonoma Program. All children should enjoy good
health. When they have healthy teeth, children are better able to learn, play and grow to their full
potential.”
The Cavity-Free Sonoma Program is one such initiative coordinated by the DHS Dental Health
Program to decrease dental decay in children through preventive dental services, early diagnosis,
standardized treatment and culturally appropriate health education and care coordination. Cavity-Free
Sonoma represents a partnership with local Federally Qualified Health Centers throughout the county
to provide personalized care coordination by bicultural and bilingual community health workers,
known as “Tooth Fairies,” who deliver education and coaching for families to identify ways they can
improve children’s dental health.

For more information, visit
1. Sonoma County Dental Health website: www.sonomacounty.ca.gov/Health/Dental-Health/
2. Cavity Free Sonoma website (English and Spanish): www.dentalisfundamental.com
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