COMMUNITY UPDATE
Prepared by City Manager David Kelley
January 24, 2020
City Manager’s Office
Fare Free Program Continues to Spur Increase in Ridership on Cloverdale Shuttle Route 68: Since
the start of the Fare Free program in August for the Cloverdale Shuttle Route 68, Ridership has increase
approximately 91%! The largest percentage increase in ridership is by Youth (306.67%) followed by
Adults (116.95%) and Seniors (70.86%). The largest monthly percentage increase in ridership since the
start of the program was in December 2019. Thus far, the City of Cloverdale has witnessed the greatest
percentage increase in ridership amongst the participating routes. Attached is an update providing
ridership statistics for Route 68 and the other Fare Free Routes operated by Sonoma County Transit.

City Council Meetings Live Streamed on the Cloverdale YouTube Channel:
The Cloverdale City Council meetings are lived streamed to the Cloverdale
YouTube Channel. The link to the streamed version of the January 22nd City
Council meeting is found at the following link:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8t1ZfTszMHc. Contained in its online
description is a table of contents with direct links to the various presentations
and issues discussed, including the Supervisors' and Fire Chief's presentation
on Measure G. Residents and interested parties are encouraged to subscribe to the Cloverdale YouTube
Channel by clicking on the Subscribe link on the Cloverdale page. A link is also available on the City’s
webpage.

California Bureau of Cannabis Control Issues Finding of Emergency
and Notice of Proposed Emergency Regulations Requiring QR Code
Certificate: The Bureau of Cannabis Control has issued a notice that an
emergency currently exists and determined that immediate action to
amend the Bureau’s regulations is required to avoid serious harm to the
public peace, health, safety, and general welfare. The proposed amendments to the current regulation will
require retailers, whose premises are open to the public, to display the QR Code certificate issued by the
Bureau on the licensee’s licensed premises in a manner that makes the QR Code easily visible to members
of the public as they are about to enter the licensed premises. By making license information readily
available via the QR Code certificate, the state is protecting consumers who may, erroneously, believe that
a premises they enter has a valid license and is subject to all the state testing requirements. According to
the Bureau, the broad objective of the proposed regulations is to provide a mechanism for purchasers of
cannabis goods to be able to easily identify whether the retailer they are purchasing cannabis goods from
is properly licensed by the Bureau.
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Finance and Administration
City Considering Refunding of Cloverdale Community Development Successor Agency’s Tax
Allocation Bonds: The City’s Redevelopment Successor Agency Continues to pay principal and interest
on Tax Allocation Bonds issued in 2015 for the former Cloverdale Redevelopment agency. Due to the
current low interest on municipal refunding bonds, City staff including the City Manager and Finance
Director are evaluating refunding the existing bonds. Current estimates indicate that refunding the bonds
could generate an annual savings of up to approximately $160,000 or approximately $3.0 Million dollars
over the life of the bonds depending on rates determined at the time of refinancing. The savings would
accrue to the taxing entities in the former redevelopment area including the Cloverdale School District
and Cloverdale Fire District. The refunding will be considered by the Finance Administration & Police
Subcommittee in February 2020.

Community Development

City staff Attended Employers Housing Council
Meeting: Assistant City Manager / Community
Development Director Kevin Thompson attended the
Employers Housing Council meeting this week. The
Employers Housing Council convenes the region’s major
employers to preserve and protect the economic vitality
of Sonoma County by advancing and stimulating housing
across the market spectrum through accountability,
creative policy development, and project support.
Representatives from both elected and staff from all
Sonoma County cities were in attendance. Topics
included a discussion from each city’s and the county
regarding methods for encouraging housing, recent housing successes, barriers to housing, and how to
mitigate challenges to housing production. The big announcement was a $1Million dollar donation by
Kaiser Permanente made to the Employers Housing Council for the advancement of workforce house. A
copy of the meeting agenda is attached.

Sonoma County Emergency Operation Center Coordinates Tour of Los Guilicos Village Emergency
Outdoor Homeless Shelter: On December 17, 2019, the Sonoma County Board of Supervisors
proclaimed a Homeless Emergency on the Joe Rodota Trail and after special meeting on December 23,
approved several actions to provide permanent supportive housing, indoor-outdoor sheltering, and
critical support services to the over 200 occupants of the trail. On January 14, 2020, the Board of
Supervisors selected Los Guillicos for an emergency outdoor shelter site. The emergency outdoor shelter
site will operate until the longer-term indoor-outdoor shelters are created, but no later than April 30,
2020 – whichever comes first. The Sonoma County Emergency Operations Center (EOC) invites interested
media to attend an in-person update and site tour at the Los Guilicos Village, temporary emergency
shelter, on Thursday, January 23, from 2-3 p.m. The address is 7425 Rancho Los Guilicos Rd., Santa Rosa
95409, off Pythian Road, in Santa Rosa. For current information on the County’s response to the homeless
emergency, please visit http://sonomacounty.ca.gov/Homeless-Emergency.

Countywide Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee Meeting: The Next Meeting of the
Countywide Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee is scheduled on Tuesday, January 28, 2020 at
1:30 PM at the Sonoma County Transportation Agency Conference Room. A link to the agenda is as
follows: https://scta.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/CBPAC-Agenda-Packet-01-28-2020.pdf
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Police
RAND Corporation Conducting Survey called “California Neighborhoods Count” within the City of
Cloverdale: The Cloverdale Police Department was informed that beginning January 2020 the RAND
Corporation will be conducting a survey called “California Neighborhoods Count” within the City of
Cloverdale. The RAND Corporation is a non-profit, non-partisan research organization based out of Santa
Monica. Residents may notice a team of data collectors, with identification badges, going door to door
wearing vests with the project name (California Neighborhoods Count). The data collectors are not
selling anything and are simply collecting data on housing units and asking neighborhood residents to fill
out a survey. For further information see attached brochures or go to www.ca-neighborhoods.org
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Parks & Recreation
Parks Maintenance Update: Parks Dept. staff continues to complete scheduled maintenance projects
throughout our local City parks and the Downtown corridor.
1. This time of year, it is critical to complete seasonal work as weather patterns accommodate,
otherwise we run the risk of inefficiency. Special projects or previously calendared maintenance
activity tends to be delayed during bad weather. As part of routine maintenance during such
occasions, Parks staff inspect and service culverts, unclog storm drains, and performed deferred
facility maintenance.
2. This week, staff undertook the repair and rebuild of a large park trailer.
This job involved removing the old trailer wood deck followed by welding
critical frame membranes and rewiring faulty braking system. A new,
stronger wood deck was installed. We are very fortunate to have skilled
staff on hand, instead of having to contract to tackle these types of
projects.

3. Parks staff continues to maintain and improve the Downtown landscape through regular pruning and
hedging raised stone planters and trees in preparation for the Annual Citrus Fair Parade event.

4. Parks supervisor prepared and performed a pesticide training with Parks staff. The training included
reviewing a video provide by the Sonoma County Agriculture Department and hands-on
demonstrations. While the City has transitioned to the use of organic pesticides, they still require
training and instruction prior to application. Upcoming pesticide trainings are being scheduled for all
Public Works Depts.

Parks Maintenance Staff Miguel Sanchez Completes One Year of Service with the Parks
Department: Congratulations to Parks Maintenance Staff member Miguel Sanchez on completing his first
year of services with the City. On a daily basis, Miguel arrives prepared and with a positive attitude, and
ready to tackle important City projects. Parks Supervisor Hector Galvan noted his work ethic and
valuable contributions to the Parks Maintenance Team. Congratulations Miguel! Keep up the great work.
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Santa Rosa Metro Chamber, NCBE

January 23, 2020

Employers Housing Council, January 23, 2020
Housing is the critical ingredient to vibrant intergenerational communities. The production of abundant homes for all of
our residents infuses hope and certainty into our collective endeavors, businesses, families, and personal investments.

Agenda:
11:00 am: Introductions

-

Peter Rumble, CEO, Santa Rosa
Metro Chamber
Keith Woods, Executive
Director, NCBE

11:15 am: Lightning Round,
All-Jurisdictions Housing Snapshot
-

-

Current number of existing
Single Family, Multifamily, and
Affordable units.
Projects in the pipeline, under
construction, finaled.

Employers Housing Council Members:
Keysight Technologies

North Bay Leadership Council

Medtronic

Redwood Credit Union

Santa Rosa City Schools

Exchange Bank

Santa Rosa Junior College

Western Builders

Sonoma State University

Santa Rosa Metro Chamber

12:15 pm: Working Lunch
-

-

Recent Successes
Persistent Barriers
Uncertainties/Unknowns post
Kincade Fire, PSPS
Unique Jurisdictional Strengths
and Challenges

1:00 pm: 5 year Goals
-

Employer needs and Employee
housing preferences
Jurisdictional strategies,
predictions, deliverables for the
next 5 years

1:45 pm: Evaluate Next Steps
-

Next Convening
2pm, Adjourn

Kaiser Hospitals
St. Joseph Health/Providence
Sutter Hospitals
Building Industry Association
Sonoma Winegrowers
Jackson Family Wines
North Coast Builders Exchange

MEDIA AVAILABILITY
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

January 23, 2020

Media Line: (707) 565-3040
Email: publicaffairs@sonoma-county.org

Media Availability: Update and Tour of Los Guilicos Village Site
SANTA ROSA, CA – The Sonoma County Emergency Operations Center (EOC) invites
interested media to attend an in-person update and site tour at the Los Guilicos Village,
temporary emergency shelter, on Thursday, January 23, from 2-3 p.m. The address is 7425
Rancho Los Guilicos Rd., Santa Rosa 95409, off Pythian Road, in Santa Rosa.
The following people will be available to answer questions:
● Sonoma County Supervisor Lynda Hopkins
● Sonoma County Department of Emergency Management Director Christopher Godley
● Sonoma County Community Development Commission Interim Director Barbie
Robinson
● Sonoma County General Services Director Caroline Judy
● St. Vincent de Paul Sonoma County Executive Director Jack Tibbetts
● Pallet Shelter owner Amy King
The media availability will be followed by a site tour of the Village construction site. Hard hats
are required, and will be provided.
For current information on the County’s response to the homeless emergency, please visit
http://sonomacounty.ca.gov/Homeless-Emergency.
###

