COMMUNITY UPDATE
Prepared by City Manager David Kelley
December 20, 2019
City Manager’s Office
Cloverdale Chamber of Commerce Pens “Open Letter to Cloverdale” for 5th Annual Winter
Festival: Chamber Executive Director Neena Hanchett shared an e-mail aptly named “Open Letter to
Cloverdale” regarding the Chambers 5th Annual Winter Festival held on Friday, December 6th. In her
letter, Neena recognizes the many volunteers that assisted with the event despite the significant rainfall
that impacted the original events plans. A copy of Chamber Director Hanchett’s letter is attached.

Tanker Truck fire, Chemical Leak Prompts Hazmat
Response on Hwy. 101 Offramp in Cloverdale: A
tanker truck hauling a bleach solution northbound on
Highway 101 to Lake County caught fire at
approximately 06:00 am on Wednesday morning. The
partially burned tanker truck was situated on the Hwy.
101 offramp on the South Cloverdale Interchange and
the eastern lane of the north bound lane was closed as a
result of the incident. California Highway Patrol,
Caltrans and Cloverdale Fire District responded to the
event. Fire Chief Jason Jenkins reported that the tanker
truck contained a 13% bleach solution, which was leaking approximately ½ gallon / minute as a result of
the fire. The leak was investigated by County Hazmat. Attached is a Press-Release that provides more
information about the County’s Hazmat response.

Sonoma County Registrar of Voters Seeking Poll Workers for Presidential Primary Election: The
Sonoma County Registrar of Voters is seeking poll workers for the March 3, 2020 Presidential Primary
Election. To aid in the effort to recruit Poll Workers, the Sonoma County Board of Supervisors approved
an increase in the daily stipend for Poll Workers. The stipend paid to Inspectors will be $175, and the
stipend for Clerks will be $125. Bilingual Poll Workers will receive an additional premium of $25. “This is
a valuable opportunity to serve your community, and to observe, promote and participate in the
democratic process”, says County Clerk Deva Marie Proto. Over 300 Poll Workers are still needed,
including bilingual and English-only volunteers. Those who are eligible and interested can find out more
on the County’s website: www.sonomacounty.ca.gov/vote. A copy of the County’s Press-Release
providing additional information is attached.

City of Sebastopol Hosting Mayor & Councilmembers Holiday Event: Due to the negative impacts on
local businesses in Sebastopol due to the PG&E shut-offs as well as the evacuation due to the Kincade fire,
the City of Sebastopol is hosting a Sonoma County Mayors & Councilmembers holiday gathering event on
Thursday, January 9, from 5:30pm to 7:30pm at the Hopmonk Tavern in Sebastopol to encourage local
cities to come to Sebastopol to enjoy their small town uniqueness and to shop locally. It is their intention
to support the local businesses by shopping locally as well as inviting our neighboring Cities in Sonoma
County to join them in supporting local businesses. The City of Sebastopol would like to show their
appreciation to our neighboring cities/town and has provided an opportunity to eat, drink and shop at
our local businesses. It is hoped that each City will follow suit as we are all in this together. A copy of the
event flyer is attached
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Finance and Administration
Finance Department Releases Business License Renewals for 2020: On Thursday, December 18th, the
Finance Department issued the Business License Renewals for the year 2020. Approximately 750
invoices were mailed out to existing business licensees. All businesses selling or producing a product, or
providing a service, to anyone within the Cloverdale city limits must obtain a Business License. A copy of
the business license application can be downloaded from the City’s website at the following link: http://
www.cloverdale.net/businesslicense. A copy of the information guide to paying the business license tax is
available at the following link:
http://www.cloverdale.net/DocumentCenter/View/2029/Business-License-Tax-InformationalBrochure-PDF

Community Development

Planning and Community Development
Subcommittee Meeting: The Planning and
Community Development Subcommittee met
this week to discuss a full agenda. Tops on the
list was a review of the final preliminary
design for the skate park. After two
community workshops, the final preliminary
design is ready. Staff is planning on bringing
the design concept forward for Council
consideration. Other items for discussion
included an update on the Six-Acres preannexation agreement, the Reach Code and
Planning Log update.

City Staff Processing Funding Request for Cherry Creek Affordable Housing Project: Staff began the
process of negotiating the City’s financial support for the Cherry Creek affordable project. Several
agreements will be required to complete the transaction. Staff is currently prioritizing which agreements
are needed to bring forward to the City Council. Currently staff plans to bring draft agreements for
review by the City Council early next year.

Police

Police Chief Meets with Citrus Fair to Plan for the Annual Citrus Fair Event in February 2020:
On Tuesday, Police Chief Jason Ferguson met with Katie Fonsen Young, Chief Operating Officer Citrus
Fair to plan for the Annual 20202 Citrus Fair. This is one of the community's largest event. Chief
Ferguson and Katie Young met to develop an operations plan for public safety for the event. Katie
was very appreciative of the Chief’s effort to ensure a safe event.

Public Works & Engineering

City Staff Respond to Water Main Break on S. Cloverdale Boulevard: Public Works staff responded to
a report of a water main break on South Cloverdale Blvd. neat Elbridge Ave. City staff were able to
determine that that water came from a privately-owned water main and alerted the owner.
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Public Art Update: An art installment along the sculpture trail was “reoriented” by pranksters this week.
City Staff, at the request of Joyce Mann, returned the artwork to its original position and it remains on
display.

Water Production Update: City of Cloverdale Water Department staff monitors daily water production
at the Water Treatment Plant including daily demand and peak daily production. Daily production for the
past couple of weeks ranged from a low of .575 Million Gallons Day (MGD) to a high of 0.800 MGD.
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Water Department Maintenance Update: Water Department staff are busy this time of year with
maintenance activities to ensure the water system is tuned up for the coming spring and Summer.
1. This past week Water Department Staff spent a large amount of time on facilities clean up and
maintenance from the recent storm events.
2. Annual Generator Maintenance is under way and Peterson Power is in the process of performing
annual maintenance and load testing on City owned generators.
3. The annual Chlorination System Maintenance has been Completed.
4. The original rectifier for the Cathodic Protection System has reached the end of its service life. Two
Brothers Cathodic Protection recently completed a rectifier replacement at Ritter #1 reservoir.
5. Water Department Staff Completed the installation of a new Turbidity Chart Recorder for Filter #1
and #2 this past week.
6. Water Department staff recently completed the Annual Sampling Audit to ensure all annual sampling
requirements are completed.

Water Department Staff member Trevor Andersen Obtains D3 Distribution System Operators
License: Trevor Andersen completed the requirements, and the application process to obtain his D3
Distribution System Operators license from the State of California. As required by (Section 106885, Health
and Safety Code), all public water systems that have water treatment facilities require certified water
treatment operators. In order to pass the exam, Certified Operators are expected to have an expected
range of knowledge covering Disinfection, Distribution System Design / Hydraulics, Drinking Water
Regulations/Management / Safety, Equipment Operation / Maintenance / Inspections, Water Mains and
Piping and Water Quality / Water Sources. Congratulations Trevor!
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Parks & Recreation
Park Maintenance Update: Park Maintenance staff continues winter maintenance at City Parks and
facilities during the rainy work week.

1.
Staff managed several projects. At 2nd
Street City Park, leaf removal of over 160 deciduous
trees post-drop is a time-consuming effort. Two full
work days were dedicated to the removal of these
fallen leaves around structures, playground and ball
field. Facility maintenance was also performed such
as replacement of electrical ballasts. We spread a
few yards of mulch behind the home side bleachers
where visible saturation was occurring.

2.
A minor tree incident was identified at
the Cloverdale River Park, while performing routine
maintenance. Park staff noticed a Cottonwood that
had fallen over the walking trail, the tree debris was
cut back and removed to clear the path.
3.
The City Arborist received several requests
this week. Some of the inquiries related to the
newly implemented Protected Tree Ordinance,
while others involved establishing property lines to
determine the ownership of trees. Although it takes
time to make site visits, it is very important to
determine the overall health of the trees and if the
tree poses any safety hazard to our community. The
main goal is to protect healthy trees and to avoid
potential threat from failing trees.

4.
Lastly, Parks staff continues to schedule tree
pruning activities throughout parks and open
spaces. Several trees were pruned at Zone 1 L&L
District Jefferson Springs. The ornamental Pear and
Ash trees were pruned following ISA standards.

P.O. Box 217 • 124 North Cloverdale Blvd. • Cloverdale, CA 95425-0217
Telephone (707) 894-1701 • www.cloverdale.net

From:

neena@cloverdalechamber.com

Subject:

Open Letter to Cloverdale
Monday, December 16, 2019 3:31:38 PM

Date:

Dear Cloverdale Community,
The Cloverdale Chamber of Commerce presented its 5th Annual Winter Festival on Friday, Dec. 6th.
For four years the weather was cold but dry, but this year the skies opened up and drenched our city
and this celebration which heralds in the holiday season. By some gauges, Cloverdale received four
inches of rain on Friday afternoon and evening.
After checking weather forecasts several times a day the week of the festival, we knew we had to
make some abrupt changes. Rather than cancelling the event we decided that we wouldn’t close
downtown streets or set up the North & South Poles filled with artisans. Instead, we erected large
tents in the Downtown Plaza for the Lions Club’s Tree Lighting and Santa’s visit. Under the tents kids
decorated gingerbread cookies baked by a chamber board member and the Competitive Cheer
Squad sold holiday wreaths. Santa arrived on a firetruck and the tree was lit in the plaza. Large
umbrellas were donated for people who needed them. The tents were erected and decorated early
in the morning by community volunteers with lots of help from City of Cloverdale street and parks
crews, a huge help for the chamber. We couldn’t have done it without you.
Winter Festival Artisans who chose to, were placed inside of over 25 downtown businesses who
stayed open late. The people who braved the weather and came downtown also made a point of
going into businesses who welcomed them with music, refreshments and holiday cheer. When the
last child had spoken to Santa, our Cloverdale firefighters and Cal Fire firefighters came downtown,
assisted by the Lions Club, and dismantled our tents in the pouring rain. A daunting task for our
chamber, taking down the tents turned into an amazing display of community support, all executed
within about 20 minutes. The Police Department allowed our very wet tents to be secured in their
bay, out of the weather, as winds were sporadic and gusting throughout the evening.
Shawn Bovee, from Cloverdale Delivers and Ko Studios, volunteered to make sure the plaza was free
of trash and all of the cans emptied. He also helped organize and dry the tents the following
Monday, when again, rain threatened the drying process. City personnel helped remove the tents
from the poles when the first droplets of rain were felt and carried them inside, allowing them to dry
out completely.
And finally a hearty “thank you” for coming downtown, being part of the 5th Annual Cloverdale
Winter Festival, supporting our shops and restaurants and being such a caring and committed
community. The Cloverdale Chamber of Commerce is truly grateful.
Neena Hanchett, Executive Director

Press Release

Hazardous Materials Team Responds to Sodium Hypochlorite Leak
Date: December 18, 2019
CONTACT: Maggie Fleming, Communications Manager, 707.565.6196
maggie.fleming@sonoma-county.org
SANTA ROSA, CA -- Sonoma County Fire Prevention and Hazmat responded to a sodium
hypochlorite leak this morning at 7:09 a.m. This leak was the result of a truck fire, which took
place at northbound U.S. Highway 101 at the South Cloverdale exit.
The highway remains open, but the South Cloverdale exit
is currently closed. The Sonoma County Hazmat team
responded along with Cloverdale Fire Protection District,
California Department of Fish and Wildlife, Healdsburg
Fire Department, California Highway Patrol, and Caltrans.
Agencies are taking initial control actions to contain the
leak, and they anticipate being on the scene minimally 4-6
hours to stop the leak and complete any necessary
cleanup. Responders are equipped with Level B hazmat
suits, which have splash protection and self-contained
breathing apparatus (SCBA).
Permit Sonoma’s Fire Prevention and Hazardous
Materials Division is responsible for emergency response
to hazardous materials incidents throughout most of the
County in coordination with local response personnel.
This team, which has completed rigorous training and
state certification, consists of paid department staff as well as volunteers from the community
who are trained to respond to any level of hazardous materials incidents in the county.

###

2550 Ventura Avenue Santa Rosa CA 95403-2859 (707) 565-1900
www.PermitSonoma.org

DATE: DECEMBER 17, 2019

CONTACT: WENDY HUDSON
(707) 565-6800

NEWS RELEASE

SONOMA COUNTY REGISTRAR IN NEED
OF POLL WORKERS FOR PRESIDENTIAL PRIMARY ELECTION
SONOMA COUNTY, CALIFORNIA. -- The Sonoma County Registrar of Voters is seeking
poll workers for the March 3, 2020 Presidential Primary Election. “This is a valuable opportunity to serve
your community, and to observe, promote and participate in the democratic process”, says County Clerk
Deva Marie Proto. Over 300 Poll Workers are still needed, including bilingual and English-only
volunteers.
To aid in the effort to recruit Poll Workers, the Sonoma County Board of Supervisors has approved
an increase in the daily stipend for Poll Workers. The stipend paid to Inspectors will be $175, and the
stipend for Clerks will be $125. Bilingual Poll Workers will receive an additional premium of $25. “We
hope this increase in the stipend and the addition of a bilingual premium will encourage more people to
volunteer to serve their community by working at the polls on Election Day” said Clerk Proto.
Poll Workers must be citizens who are registered to vote in California, legal permanent residents,
or high school students aged 16 years or older with a minimum GPA of 2.5 and permission from both their
parent(s) and school principal. Experience is not necessary, and training will be provided. Bilingual Poll
Workers must be fluent in English and one of the following languages: Spanish, Tagalog, Vietnamese or
Khmer.
Those who are eligible and interested can find out more on our website sonomacounty.ca.gov/vote,
where information is provided on how to sign up, how to take part in the Student Precinct Officer Program,
available positions, and more.
For more information about becoming a poll worker, contact the Sonoma County Registrar of
Voters Office, 435 Fiscal Drive, Santa Rosa, between 8a.m. and 5p.m. Monday through Friday, or
telephone (707) 565-6800 or 1-800-750-VOTE toll free.
###

SONO M A C O U N TY MAYORS &
COUN C I L M E M B ERS

HOLIDAY
GATHERING
Thursday, January 9, 2020
5:30pm to 7:30pm
Hopmonk Tavern
230 Petaluma Ave, Sebastopol
Beer, Wine & Appetizers will be provided.
HOSTED BY THE CITY OF SEBASTOPOL

