CITY OF CLOVERDALE
CITY COUNCIL
RESOLUTION NO. 91–2019
RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF COVERDALE
DECLARING A CLIMATE EMERGENCY AND ADOPTING IMMEDIATE
EMERGENCY MOBILIZATION ACTIONS TO RESTORE A SAFE CLIMATE
AND ACHIEVE ZERO NET CARBON EMISSIONS BY 2030
WHEREAS, human activities have warmed the Earth to a point that threatens climate stability,
and climate change has already set in motion catastrophic changes to the Earth’s systems, including fresh
water scarcity and droughts, floods, extreme weather events and increased heat, wildfires, accelerating
ice mass loss that will result in sea-level rise, and species extinction; and
WHEREAS, the current pace and scale of national climate action is not sufficient to avert
substantial damage to the economy, environment, and human health over the coming decades; and
WHEREAS, the October 8, 2018 special report of the United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC) projected that curtailing warming to 1.5°C to reduce the risks to health, livelihoods,
food security, water supply, human security, economic growth and plant and animal life this century, will
require an unprecedented transformation of every sector of the global economy over the next 12 years;
and
WHEREAS, on November 23, 2018 the Federal Government issued the Fourth National Climate
Assessment 1 detailing the massive threat that climate change poses to the American economy and
underscoring the need for immediate climate emergency action at all levels of government; and
WHEREAS, critical tipping points must be avoided, as they will have cascading feedback effects
that are predicted to cause an increasingly uncontrollable climate emergency that includes a devastating
burden to the global economy, and with current greenhouse gas (GHG) emission levels these tipping
points could be passed as soon as 2050; and
WHEREAS, restoring a safe and stable climate requires an emergency mobilization to reach zero
greenhouse gas emissions across all sectors, to rapidly and safely draw down or remove all the excess
carbon from the atmosphere, and to implement measures to protect all people and species; and
WHEREAS, a just transition away from fossil fuels requires the development of a framework for a
fair shift to an economy that is ecologically sustainable, equitable, and just for all its members; and
WHEREAS, marginalized communities worldwide—including people of color, immigrants,
indigenous communities, low-income people, those with disabilities, and the unhoused—are already
disproportionately affected by climate change and must benefit from a just transition to a sustainable and
equitable economy; and
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WHEREAS, on September 10, 2018, the State of California’s Governor Brown issued an executive
order establishing a 2045 statewide target to achieve carbon neutrality, and on the same day, Senate Bill
100 was passed, which sets a 100% clean electricity goal for the State by 2045; and
WHEREAS, the City of Cloverdale General Plan Adopted by the City Council of the City of
Cloverdale by Resolution 022-2009 Contains Policies that supports program to reduce GHG emissions; and
WHEREAS, Goal No. 1 of the Conservation Element of the General Plan supports development
and maintenance of a balanced vehicular and non-vehicular transportation system to meet the mobility
needs consistent with General Plan land use goals and policies and provides for a balance of land uses
within the General Plan Study Area for housing, jobs, economic development, recreation, and destination
commercial uses; and
WHEREAS, Goal No. 3 of the Conservation Element of the General Plan promote bicycle use and
walking as an alternative to automobile traffic and for community health and enjoyment; and
WHEREAS, California’s Fourth Climate Change Assessment 2 warned that extreme weather and
climate-related events in the United States are worsening, predicting increased drought cycles and heat
waves in the western U.S. with a resulting three-fold increase in intensity and magnitude of wildfires,
declined water supply and snow pack, increased flooding, impacted agriculture, as well as substantial
damages to the U.S. economy and human health, unless GHG emissions are curbed; and
WHEREAS, the California Legislature has set clear climate objectives for the next decade, including
a 40% reduction in 1990 level GHG emissions by 2030; 50% renewable energy; 50% reduction in petroleum
use in vehicles and a doubling of energy efficiency savings in existing buildings 3; and
WHEREAS, Sonoma County has already begun to experience extreme climate-related events,
including six years of drought, the October 2017 Northern California wildfires, which caused more than
$9.4 billion in damage and killed forty-four people, and the February 2019 Winter Storms and Flooding
that caused over $150 million in damages and resulted in the declaration of a local health emergency due
to the scale of household hazardous waste scattered along waterways, roadsides and on public and
private properties after flooding; and
WHEREAS, Sonoma County public agencies have taken a number of important actions to reduce
GHG emissions and enhance quality of life in our community, including long-term commitments to
preserving over 100,000 acres of both agricultural and open space lands; setting and meeting a goal to
deliver carbon free water; offering cost effective programs to reduce energy use and conserve water; and
establishing Sonoma Clean Power, a regional community choice energy provider offering the first 100%
local renewable power option in California; and
WHEREAS, the current scale and rate of expansion of local government action has not resulted in
the necessary reductions in global greenhouse gas emissions to enable us to limit global temperature
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increase to well below 2°C above pre-industrial levels and no more than 1.5°C as outlined in the 2016 Paris
Climate Accord and recommended by the United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
(IPCC); and
WHEREAS, many of the major climate change drivers - energy generation, fuel standards,
consumption patterns, product design and specification and large-scale infrastructure investments – are
dispersed across both the private and public sector and are controlled at scales larger than local and
regional governments; and
WHEREAS, in order to avoid irreversible, catastrophic climate change impacts, we cannot only
focus on reducing emissions but must also dramatically increase and enable meaningful carbon
sequestration while preparing communities now for significant climate impacts;
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the City Council of the City of Cloverdale declares that a
climate emergency threatens humanity and the natural and built environments; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City of Cloverdale joins a nationwide call for a just transition
away from fossil fuels and an urgent collaborative climate mobilization effort focused on enacting policies
that dramatically reduce heat-trapping emissions, and rapidly catalyzing a mobilization at all levels of
government to restore a safe climate; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that an urgent global climate mobilization effort to reverse global
warming is needed to achieve zero net emissions as quickly as possible and that full community
participation, inclusion and support is integral to our efforts to safely draw down carbon from the
atmosphere and accelerate adaptation and resilience strategies in preparation for intensifying climate
impacts; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the City of Cloverdale acknowledges that successful climate action and
a just transition at scale requires that we work both within and outside of our regional boundaries and
across sectors to accelerate the necessary systems change required to address the climate emergency;
and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the City of Cloverdale, commits to contributing to the development of
a countywide 2030 Climate Emergency Mobilization Strategy that focuses on identifying key local actions
– including a ten-year Emergency Policy Package prioritizing a short list of the most impactful local policies
that will drive systems change and identify the key areas for state level advocacy; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the City of Cloverdale commits to identifying a Climate Emergency
Mobilization Liaison to drive this effort in our jurisdiction and to provide financial resources to support
the participation of a designated RCPA staff member in the RCPA coalition of local governments mobilizing
regional climate action; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the City of Cloverdale establishes the development and
implementation of the 2030 Climate Emergency Mobilization Strategy as Council priority, in alignment
with statewide and regional climate goals, and directs staff to work with the RCPA and coalition members
to integrate climate change considerations into all policies; and.

Resolution No. 91-2019
Exhibit A

City of Cloverdale Actions Toward Achieving
Zero Net Carbon Emissions by 2030
Community Engagement
•

Promote Climate Matters on City Web Site/Social Media. Actively promote the City’s
goals, efforts and initiatives related to climate on the City’s website and social media
accounts.
Resiliency strategies. Examine our risks and vulnerabilities around climate change and
aging infrastructure and look to renewables and new technologies to create energy
security and resiliency.
Update Legislative platform. Update our legislative platform to reflect our stated climate
goals to address regional state and national climate drivers. Support the following
measures:
1. Lobby California Legislature to phase out new oil and gas permits and
2. Implement a managed decline of fossil fuels in California
3. Support funding and development of EV Network and Infrastructure
4. Funding for regional transportation improvements (e.g. SMART Train and Great
Redwood Trail).
5. Funding for emergency preparedness and implementation of resiliency
infrastructure that address the needs of the City of Cloverdale.

•
•

•

Design a Community Engagement Plan with the goal of increasing community
engagement and that:
1
Takes in consideration the 2030 Climate Mitigation Plan to engage and involve the
community
2
Encourages the school to utilize Google classroom
3
Educates and encourages the community and the school about the use of free
transportation
4
Includes active outreach to underserved communities regarding climate change and
resiliency measures
5
Folds the goals into the Local Hazard Mitigation Plan
6
Assesses and monitors on going climate efforts/actions through the Planning and
Community Development Subcommittee

Land Use
•

Update Zoning Ordinance. Consider as part of the upcoming SB2 Grant Funding a
comprehensive update to various sections of the Zoning Ordinance, to include policies
that promote and/or incorporate best practices to remove barriers to development of
the dense, compact, fiscally-stable, pedestrian- and bicycle- friendly, zero-emission in
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the Downtown and Transit Oriented Development districts. This could include the
following measures:
1. Reduction of parking standards;
2. increased density, and
3. Incentivizing best practices by offering streamlined/priority/”by-right review” for
projects that meet Zero Net Energy objectives.
Building Energy
•

•
•
•

Increase Building Energy Efficiency. Consider conducting energy audits on all public
buildings and facilities to identify ways to increase efficiency and make a more
comfortable productive work environment.
Increase Renewable Energy Use. Explore the idea of installing photovoltaics on City
owned buildings and facilities.
Reduce Water Consumption. Continue to replace water intensive landscaping in common
and other areas managed by the City.
Consider Adopting an All-Electric “Reach Code.” Include an all-electric code as part of the
City’s 2019 California Building Code Update that would apply to new low-rise residential
development (single-family homes, detached accessory dwelling units, and multi-family
buildings up to three-stories) starting in 2020.

Solid Waste
•

Implement Zero-Waste Resolution. Implement the zero-waste resolution adopted
by the City Council as recommended by Zero Waste Sonoma, the joint powers
authority formerly known as Sonoma County Waste Management Agency, or
SCWMA.

•

Make it Easy to Recycle. Strive to install recycling containers for metal, paper,
and plastics at all trash container locations in the City of Cloverdale.

•

Strive to make Friday Night Live Zero Waste. Work with Cloverdale Arts
Alliance to implement measures to reduce waste from events. Allow for
reusable cups, utensils and plates.

•

Consider Polystyrene Ban. Consider passing a ban on polystyrene food service
containers as recommended by Zero Waste Sonoma.
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Transportation
•

Consider Electrified Fleet Mix. When possible, replace City pool vehicles, light- and
heavy-duty trucks, and other mobile equipment with models that run fully on
electricity. Heavy-duty truck and equipment replacement are dependent on
availability of models to meet operational duty cycles.

•

Encourage the Switch to Clean Vehicles. Continue to expand the number of electric
vehicle charging stations in Cloverdale through direct installation of public charging
stations and through public/private partnerships.

•

Consider Updating the Bike and Pedestrian Master Plan. Update the City’s current
Countywide Bicycle and Pedestrian Master Plan created by SCTA and adopted in
2008 to reflect more closely the needs of Cloverdale.

•

Consider Development and Implementation of a Complete Streets Plan. Utilize the
Complete Streets model to support multi-modal transit to accommodate travelers
who walk and bike as part of project planning and design work.

•

Continue support and implementation of safe routes to school and encourage
walking to school

Water Delivery and Treatment
•
Waste Water PV Solar Energy System. Consider the construction and implementation
of solar photovoltaic system at the City’s wastewater treatment plant.
Other
•

Equitable Public Health Action Plan. Work with Health Action Network Cloverdale to
encourage and assist a coordinated effort among all health care providers to anticipate
and prepare for the inevitable health consequences (physical and mental/emotional)
resulting from climate change.

•

Plant Trees: Plant (appropriate) trees throughout City-owned public space. (Trees
provide shade, sequester atmospheric carbon, improve air quality, reduce urban heat
island effect, help retain soil moisture, provide habitat, increase property values, etc.)
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