COMMUNITY UPDATE
Prepared by City Manager David Kelley
December 13, 2019
City Manager’s Office
Sonoma County Department of Health Services Held Kick Off
Meeting for Countywide Vision Zero Traffic Safety Planning
Process: On Tuesday, December 3, Vision Zero held its first in a
series of meetings. Vision Zero is a multi-national road traffic safety project that aims to achieve a
highway and roads system with no fatalities or serious injuries involving road traffic. Sonoma County
Transportation Authority and Department of Health Services are collaborating to engage the community
in a comprehensive, countywide Vision Zero planning process, building upon the efforts and successes of
the Safe Streets Coalition, Safe Routes to School, ECO2School Program, and other community-based
efforts to make our roads safer. Please find attached the slides and meeting notes from the kick off
meeting. Sonoma County is looking for community partners and members of the public who are
interested in attending. Please contact visionzero@sonoma-county.org to find out more information.
Cloverdale City Clerk Attended Leauge of California Cities New Laws & Elections
Seminar: Cloverdale City Clerk Irene Camacho-Werby attended the League of
California Cities New Laws & Elections Seminar this week. The Seminar emphasizes
new laws affecting elections, in addition to many other facets of the city clerk's roles
and responsibilities such as the Fair Political Practices Commission, the Brown Act
and the Public Records Act.

Community Development

Metropolitan Transportation Commission Plan Bay Area 2050 Newsletter:
According to the latest newsletter from Metropolitan Transportation Commission,
the Plan Bay Area 2050 Blueprint (“the Blueprint”) phase has started, which will
integrate strategies for all elements of the Plan – transportation, housing, the
environment and the economy – to create a more affordable, connected, diverse, healthy and vibrant
future for the Bay Area. Creating the Blueprint is a key first step toward creating the Plan itself, and thus
the Blueprint planning phase will require iteration and deep engagement of the public, stakeholders and
elected officials.” A copy of Monthly Update #4 is attached.

Planning Project Update: The CEQA environmental study for the Alexander Valley Wellness Center is
expected to be released next week for a 30-day review period, after which the project will be reviewed by
the Planning Commission. Likewise, the Bumgardner Ranch residential development project CEQA
document is wrapping up completion as well. Staff anticipates the release of the document in the next few
weeks. Staff received an application from Payless Storage for annexation this week. The Six-Acre PreAnnexation Agreement is moving forward as staff is conducting a review of the latest version.
Staff Participated in Housing Crisis Act of 2019 Webinar: The California Chapter of the American
Planning Association (APA) held a webinar this past week dedicated to Senate Bill (SB) 330, referred to
the Housing Crisis Act of 2019. The legislation is intended to boost housing production throughout
California and makes significant changes to the Permit Streamlining Act and the Housing Accountability
Act. SB 330 modifies the application and project review processes for housing developments, and it places
new limitations on development standards and policies that may be imposed on housing developments.
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Police
Cloverdale Police Chief Attended Cloverdale Health Action Meeting:
Police Chief Ferguson attended this week’s Cloverdale Health Action
meeting to discuss the City’s Smoking Ordinance. In previous meetings,
member of Health Action raised concerns regarding the rise in vaping
use. Other topics of discussion included an update on the community
garden and their desire to expand and provide classes and raised beds.
Other topics included an update on the proposed 5k run/walk
scheduled for this fall the date is to be determined. The next Health
Action meeting is scheduled for January 14th at the Cloverdale Senior
Center.

Cloverdale Police Department Participates Wreaths Across
America: Each December on National Wreaths Across America Day, the
mission to Remember, Honor and Teach is carried out by coordinating
wreath-laying ceremonies at Arlington National Cemetery, as well as at
more than 1,600 additional locations in all 50 U.S. states, at sea and
abroad. On Saturday, December 14, 2019 at 12:00 PM, Wreaths Across
America will be at Cloverdale Cemetery to Remember and Honor our
veterans through the laying of Remembrance wreaths on the graves of
our country's fallen heroes and the act of saying the name of each and
every veteran aloud. The staff of the Cloverdale Police Department will
be participating in Wreaths Across American on Saturday, December 14,
2019.

Cloverdale City Council Issues Commendations to Police
Officer's John Camara and Beau Gastineau: Officers John
Camara and Beau Gastineau received commendations at
the City Council meeting for their efforts in rescuing an infant
from a structure fire in the early morning hours on October 30, 2019.
Both received certificates of commendation for their efforts by
Chief Ferguson.
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Public Works & Engineering
City Staff Responded to Downed Light Pole at Dollar General:
Public works staff and the Police Department responded to a downed
light pole in front of the Dollar General Store on S. Cloverdale
Boulevard. Wednesday. The pole was knocked down by a semitractor trailer making a delivery to the Dollar General. PG&E was
called in to de-energize the light pole. A Police Report was filed, and
the City will be billing the trucking company for expenses related to
responding to the incident. City staff will be coordinating with PG&E
on replacement of the light pole.

Parks & Recreation
Rain Accelerates Maintenance Duties for Parks Department:
Parks Department staff. spent a significant amount of time this week
performing seasonal leaf collection. The substantial rainfall this week
generated significant further leaf-fall throughout City Parks and L&L
Districts.

1. This week, Parks staff concentrated on maintenance within the
City’s L&L Districts - The Cottages and The Vineyards. The process
included blowing off the leaves into the street and then removing
with the street sweeper. A total of 25 yards of mulch was
accumulated, that is later sent off to Recology to grind into compost.

1. Parks staff took advantage of the rainy conditions to perform much needed facility maintenance.
Parks staff organized and performed a general clean up at the Second Street City Park and put
together prefabricated desks for the new Parks staff.

2. City Arborist responded to several inquiries that involve site specific technical detail and
explanation of the newly implemented Tree Ordinance.
3. Parks staff successfully summited the monthly
Pesticide Report to the Sonoma County
Agriculture Division of the Agriculture/Weights
& Measures Department.
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Vision Zero Launch Meeting Notes | 12/3/19
Welcome & Introductions
Brittany Lobo (Dept of Health Services, Vision Zero Planning Lead) welcomed the group. Attendees
introduced themselves & gave brief background of what brings them to the table.
Overview of Vision Zero
Brittany gave a brief overview of Vision Zero and the Sustainable Communities Grant, along with
examples of what other jurisdictions’ Action Plans look like. Recommended resource for further
information about Vision Zero: www.visionzeronetwork.org
Where We’ve Been – Safety Efforts to Date












Safe Streets Coalition (Shirlee Zane, County Board of Supervisors, District 3)
o Meets several times per year, not meeting as frequently as in the past
o Successful educational efforts include “park the phone”, “smart phone, dumb move,”
“3 feet for bikes” campaigns
o Stencils for crosswalks to remind peds to look both ways
o Did light giveaway
o Good that Vision Zero is data informed; very interested in policy change based on
what we learn from data
Petaluma (Gina Benedetti)
o UC Berkeley students (?) doing complete streets survey
o America Walks Fellow did walking audit in October, presented to bike/ped
committee. Audit focused on ADA and pedestrian safety. Many existing efforts
focused on bike safety, feels more can be done to address pedestrian safety
o Starting work to update bike/ped plan in advance of General Plan update scheduled
to be released in 2025. Bike/ped update will inform General Plan update.
Rohnert Park (Eydie Tacata)
o bike/ped committee has done inventory of crosswalks; appreciates having residentinformed data to complement more formal studies
o city is using this data to prioritize near term changes while doing more detailed
studies
Santa Rosa (Nancy Adams)
o identified its high injury network as part of its 2018 bike/ped master plan update
o can provide this data to inform VZ efforts
o will be funding a study of high injury corridors (RFP just released)
Safe Routes to School (Tina Panza, Sonoma County Bicycle Coalition)
o Has assessment data from walking audits, including rating scores and maps
o Can provide access to database with audit results and recommendations
o Bike/ped count data
o Built good relationships with law enforcement
CHP (Aristotle Wolfe)
o Collisions overall down 10%
o Focusing on enforcement actions for drugged driving
 Ongoing training for officers to identify drugged driving
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Received grant funding (source?) to broaden enforcement efforts along key
corridors – Lakeville, River Road, Stony Point. Plan to focus intensively on one
corridor at a time.
o Working on mapping wrong-way collisions and making recommendations to
Caltrans on changes to problem on/off ramps
o Uses data provided by County of Sonoma
o If committee wants to collect more data than is currently gathered on incident
report forms, can help make request for changes to the form
Sonoma County (Chet Jamgochian, TPW, County of Sonoma)
o Completed installation of rumble strips and reflective treatments on Lakeville Hwy
o Deploy speed radar trailer in problem areas – get lots of complaints re speeding
o New funding for data-driven safety plan
o Chet
Sonoma County Regional Parks (Ken Tam)
o Studies in progress/completed
 Sonoma Valley Trail study
 Petaluma – Sebastopol Trail study
 Russian River Corridor study (results in January)
o Studies will show constraints and funding needs; challenge is funding for
implementation
Sonoma County Bicycle Coalition (Eris Weaver)
o Data available via TIMS/SWITRS may not provide full picture of crashes – concern
about under-reporting of injuries and unintentional bias in determining cause of
fatal bike accidents
o Need to understand more about how reports are created, assumptions made, etc.
o How much data is enough? Do we need more data to take action? Concern that we
will spend too much time analyzing the data and not acting on it.
Windsor (Alejandro Perez)
o Have done safety assessments
o Updating bike/ped plan
o Has monthly safety meeting with public works, police

Current Situation & Moving Forward
Tanya Narath (SCTA/RCPA, Vision Zero Data Lead) presented preliminary data on traffic fatalities
and serious injuries over the past 10 years in Sonoma County.



Suggestion to normalize data by daytime population to incorporate effects of employment
How can we track impacts of projects on safety?
o E.g. is reduction in # of crashes along Hwy 12 through Springs area due to
infrastructure improvements or other causes?
o Seems hard to find correlation or causation between actions and changes in safety
data
o Green bike lanes seem like a good improvement – any data showing they have
helped reduce the number of crashes?

Vision Zero Launch Meeting Notes | 12/3/19


Brief discussion about the source of crash data – from standardized crash reporting form.
Aristotle Wolfe (CHP) indicated that there may be some opportunity in the future to
inform/update the standard form that all agencies use to report traffic crashes.

Advisory Committee Structure, Schedule & Tools
Brittany recommends that the Advisory Committee meet quarterly to give feedback to staff on
priorities, data, plans, and other products and to make decisions about the direction of Vision Zero
in Sonoma County. Subcommittees proposed: data, policy, education, engineering, communications,
etc. The first subcommittee will be the Data Workgroup, which will need to meet soon and
frequently over the next few months as the Data Dashboard gets up and running.
Expressed interest in Data Subcommittee at meeting:




Chet Jamgochian, TPW, County of Sonoma
Eris Weaver, ED Sonoma County Bicycle Coalition
Adam Garcia, M-Group

Brittany asked whether everyone already uses a project management tool; some response that
email probably works best for now.

VISION ZERO LAUNCH
December 3, 2019
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Fatalities in Sonoma County by Mode
Fatalities in Sonoma County by Mode
2006 - 2018
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Source: Transportation Injury Mapping System (TIMS), Safe Transportation Research and Education Center, University of California, Berkeley, 2019
2016 – 2018 is provisional and subject to change.
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Injuries in Sonoma County by Mode

Injuries in Sonoma County by Mode
2006 - 2018
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Source: Transportation Injury Mapping System (TIMS), Safe Transportation Research and Education Center, University of California, Berkeley, 2019
2016 – 2018 is provisional and subject to change.
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Victims by Gender and Age (2006 – 2018)

Source: Transportation Injury Mapping System (TIMS), Safe Transportation Research and Education Center, University of California, Berkeley, 2019
2016 – 2018 is provisional and subject to change.
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Victims by Victim Role (2006 – 2018)

Source: Transportation Injury Mapping System (TIMS), Safe Transportation Research and Education Center, University of California, Berkeley, 2019
2016 – 2018 is provisional and subject to change.
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Number of Pedestrian Collisions by Type of Violation (2006 – 2018)

Source: Transportation Injury Mapping System (TIMS), Safe Transportation Research and Education Center, University of California, Berkeley, 2019
2016 – 2018 is provisional and subject to change.
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Pedestrian Collisions – Top 10 Violation Types (2006 – 2018)
Party Violation
Classification

Description

%

Driver

Driver failure to yield right-of-way to pedestrians at a marked or unmarked crosswalk

44.6%

Pedestrian

Pedestrian failure to yield right-of-way to vehicles when crossing outside of a marked or unmarked crosswalk

18.5%

Not Listed

Violation code was not included in the collision

7.3%

Driver

Speeding on the highway / Driving at a dangerously high speed given highway conditions like weather, visibility,
traffic, and highway measurements, or driving at a speed that endangers people or property

4.3%

Unclear

Unsafe turning or moving right or left on a roadway Turning without signaling

3.5%

Driver

Unsafe starting or backing of a vehicle on a highway

2.7%

Unclear

Driving under the influence of alcohol (BAC 0.08+) or drugs

2.4%

Pedestrian

Pedestrian failure to yield right-of-way at traffic signal / Failure of pedestrian to yield right-of-way to vehicles
already in intersection Failure to obey crosswalk symbols or finish crossing before "countdown" ends

2.4%

Pedestrian

Pedestrian failure to walk close to the edge of the roadway when there is no sidewalk present / Pedestrian
failure to walk on the left-hand edge of the roadway when outside of a business or resident district, unless
crossing is not possible

2.4%

Driver

Failure to stop at a limit line or crosswalk at a red light Failure to yield right-of-way to pedestrian when turning
on a red light

2.3%

Source: Transportation Injury Mapping System (TIMS), Safe Transportation Research and Education Center, University of California, Berkeley, 2019
2016 – 2018 is provisional and subject to change.
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Data Dashboard Examples - Portland

scta.ca.gov

17

Data Dashboard Examples - Albuquerque
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Data Dashboard Examples - Boulder
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Data Dashboard Examples – New York City
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Welcome to the Plan Bay Area 2050 newsletter!
Here’s what is coming up this month...

The Blueprint
The Plan Bay Area 2050 Blueprint (“the Blueprint”) phase has started,
which will integrate strategies for all elements of the Plan – transportation,
housing, the environment and the economy – to create a more affordable,
connected, diverse, healthy and vibrant future for the Bay Area. Creating
the Blueprint is a key first step toward creating the Plan itself, and thus the

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/CAMTC/bulletins/26ff3e1[12/9/2019 7:06:56 PM]
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Blueprint planning phase will require iteration and deep engagement of the
public, stakeholders and elected officials.
READ MORE

Draft Findings From Project Performance Assessment Now Public
The Project Performance Assessment looks at the region's major
transportation investments to evaluate their impacts on the Bay Area. This
effort evaluated over 90 projects, including those submitted by public
agencies, non-government organizations and the general public.
Among the findings: Reforming the Bay Area’s complex fare systems could
significantly grow ridership. Lower-cost transit improvements, such as urban
bus rapid transit lines, and sea level rise protections for heavily used
freeways are the best bet in an uncertain future.
Rail projects should be evaluated alongside lower-cost bus improvements.
The Bay Area should consider including a much more significant
investment in active transportation, such as biking, than prior iterations of
Plan Bay Area.
READ THE FINDINGS
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Plan Bay Area 2050 Pop-Up Events Wrap-Up
ABAG and MTC public “pop-up” events have wrapped up – and the great
ideas shared by the public are being integrated into the Blueprint! Over the
course of six weeks through mid-November, staff conducted 37 pop-ups
throughout the Bay Area. Of those, 29 served Communities of Concern. We
received over 3,000 comments at these events. The most popular
strategies among the public include:
Modernizing Public Transit. Participants are interested in
improving connections between transit agencies and to other modes;
would like transit to be more reliable and have more frequent service;
would like to see service expanded; and would like rail electrified.
Building Affordable Housing. Participants would like housing built
for working class families so they can work near where they live; they
are concerned about the Bay Area’s homeless population; and they
want housing near high-quality schools.
Additional Biking and Walking. Participants want a safer bike and
pedestrian network; they want to expand biking infrastructure; and
they highlight the connection between biking and walking to personal
and environmental health.
All comments from the pop-up events are posted on the Plan Bay Area
2050 website. The next round of public engagement will occur in spring
2020, at which point MTC and ABAG will seek input on the strategies and
outcomes from the Draft Blueprint for Plan Bay Area 2050.
SEE COMMENTS
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Receive the e-newsletter. Keep current on all that’s going on with
MTC and ABAG’s ambitious planning initiative and sign up for
updates.
Join the conversation any time on social: @MTCBATA or send us an
email: info@planbayarea.org.
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