COMMUNITY UPDATE
Prepared by City Manager David Kelley
October 18, 2019
City Manager’s Office
Sonoma County Department of Health Services (DHS) Kicks Off Countywide Vision Zero Planning
Process: Sonoma County DHS is announcing the kick-off meeting for
their Countywide Vision Zero planning process! Vision Zero is a multinational road traffic safety project that aims to achieve a highway and
roads system with no fatalities or serious injuries involving road
traffic. Sonoma County Transportation Authority and Department of Health Services are collaborating to
engage the community in a comprehensive, countywide Vision Zero planning process, building upon the
efforts and successes of the Safe Streets Coalition, Safe Routes to School, ECO2School Program, and other
community-based efforts to make our roads safer. DHS staff is requesting a representative from each
jurisdiction to attend, along with community partners and members of the public. DHS will look at the
path that has led to this point, discuss priorities moving forward, and determine the ongoing meeting
structure for the Vision Zero Advisory Committee. If there are any recent projects, policies or other items
from your jurisdiction you would like to highlight, please let me know by Friday, October 18. Please see
the details in the attached flyers, and feel free to share widely. If you would like to participate in the kick
off process, please RSVP to visionzero@sonoma-county.org by Tuesday, October 22.

2019 Legislative Recap of Action Taken by Governor Newsom: The Deadline for Governor Brown to
sign to bills into law was October 13. Of the 1,042 bills sent to the Governor for review, Governor Newsom
signed 870 bills into law. Governor Newsom focus appears to be on housing as he signed roughly 20 bills
designed to boost housing production and/or develop Accessory Dwelling Units. However, Newsom
vetoed SB 5, which would have allowed local governments to set aside a portion of property taxes that
would otherwise go to public schools and use to fund affordable housing, transit-oriented development
and infill projects. Newsom cited cost as the factor, the bill had a $2 billion price tag. City staff monitors
the new bills and will provide key updates on legislation that affects local policy.

Sonoma County to Host Local Coastal Plan Update Workshops: Sonoma County is going to Start
Community Workshops to Get Input on the Local Coastal Plan Update in October. The Public Review Draft
of the Local Coastal Plan was prepared based on public and agency input on the Preliminary Draft
released in 2015.The purpose of the Local Coastal Plan Update is to revise policies consistent with the
most recent General Plan adopted by the Board of Supervisors. You can read more about the update at the
following link: www.sonomacounty.ca.gov/LCP-Update . A copy of Sonoma County’s Press-Release is
attached.

California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) Publishes October Newsletter: The CPUC published a
monthly newsletter for October 2019 to keep the City informed of proposals by the CPUC's
Commissioners and Administrative Law Judges, as well as utility applications, and other issues and work
of note. The newsletter also includes a list summarizing the filings at the CPUC in the previous month. The
October newsletter includes an update on PG&E’s reorganization efforts in U.S. Bankruptcy Court as well
as an article entitled, “California’s Emissions Fall as GDP and Population Rise.” A copy of the CPUC October
newsletter is attached and can be accessed here.
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Community Development
Planning & Community Development Subcommittee Receives Input on Reach Code: The Planning
and Community Development Subcommittee met this week to discuss the all-Electric Reach Code. In
advance of the meeting, staff invited numerous developers, contractors and architects to attend the
meeting and participate in the discussion. Rachel Kuykendall from Sonoma Clean Power gave a
presentation similar to the one presented to the City Council on September 11th. In the interest of
expedience, staff is recommending moving forward with adoption of the California Building and Fire
Codes before the end of 2019, so that the new mandatory codes are in effect in January 2020. Meanwhile,
staff will continue the discussion with the development community with a goal of bringing back a
discussion of the All-Electric Reach Code amendment after the first of the year. Jurisdictions are permitted
to amend their locals at any point during the cycle. Two letters were received regarding this topic and are
attached.

Police

Cloverdale Police Department Recognize Officer Perez’s Service to Cloverdale Police Department:
On October 8, 2019, Officer Marcos Perez announced his resignation as a police officer with Cloverdale.
Cloverdale Police Department last day at CPD. Lt. Parker bought a cake and will celebrate in the
morning at the end of his shift. Officer Perez has been employed as a Police Officer with the City of
Cloverdale since October of 2015. The Cloverdale Police Department wishes Officer Perez much success
in his future career endeavors.

Police Department Officers Obtain Certification to Utilize New UTV: The side-by-side is a small 4person four-wheel drive off-road vehicle, also called UTV (utility terrain vehicle or utility task vehicle) is a
new addition to the Police Department’s fleet. Six patrol officers received training in UTV operations and
are now certified to operate the vehicle. The vehicle is considered street legal in accordance with the
Department of Motor Vehicle Code requirements.

Public Works & Engineering

Wastewater Update: This week, Wastewater staff completed preventive maintenance on the collection
system within the following areas of the City:
1. West 4th
6. East St.
2. Hardister
7. Main
3. Antonio
8. Lake
4. Josephine
9. Mulberry
5. Jefferson St
10. Butler Ct.
The wastewater collection system conveys used water from residential and commercial sources to the
City’s Wastewater Treatment Plant. The collection system consists of gravity flow sewer lines,
pressurized force mains, manholes and pumping facilities. Constant maintenance of the collection system
is necessary to ensure proper operation. Collection system maintenance personnel excavate and repair
existing lines, construct new lines, clean lines and use television cameras to inspect lines daily.

Quarterly Groundwater Monitoring is On-Going: The City employs consultants to assist the City
conduct Quarterly Well/Groundwater samples in accordance with the NPDES permit issued by the
RWQCB. Monitoring is conducted at 4 sites near the Russian River, one percolation site and 9
groundwater wells. Approximately 12 constituents are sampled per monitoring site.
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Water Department Staff Respond to Last Week’s Public Safety Power Shutoff:
This past week Water Department Staff spent a large amount of time and effort
preparing for and responding to the power outage and related impacts. As a result
of a loss of water pressure in their system, Cloverdale Water Department staff was
contacted by the State Division of Drinking Water and was prepared to assist S.
Cloverdale Water Company during the power outage. However, the
interconnection ended up not being placed into service since the power was
restored before the approved piping could be obtained. And placed into service
Water Department Maintenance Update: Water Department staff routinely
completes maintenance on the water system to ensure its continued operation.
1. Water Department staff recently completed the chemical pump replacement
project, replacing old obsolete equipment with new more efficient equipment.
2. Water Department staff recently completed our annual Backwash Pond
maintenance and cleaning
3. Water department Staff also completed the electrical work to have the propane
fill station at the WTP fully operational.
4. Staff responded to a tree that fell during the high winds and power outage at the
City’s Del Webb Reservoir site. Staff will be removing the tree and repairing the
damage.

Water Production Update: • City of Cloverdale Water Department staff monitors daily water production
at the Water Treatment Plant including daily demand and peak daily production. Daily production for the
past couple of weeks ranged from a low of .886 Million Gallons Day (MGD) to a high of 1.868 MGD. The
inconsistent demands are due to seasonal adjustments and power outage adjustments.

Daily Water Production
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Parks & Recreation
Parks Maintenance Update: This week, City Parks crew accomplished several critical projects throughout
the City Parks and Open Spaces.
1. The highlight of the week for the Department is the completion
of preventative tree pruning, performed by Economy Tree
Service. They completed a meticulous inspection of a total 52
trees. They were pruned accordingly, the majority of trees
located at the Second Street City Park, Furber Park and Clark
Park. It took two weeks to complete the project. All wood chips
accumulated from the pruning activity were spread around
Parks trees and picnic tables.

2. Significant time was allocated to L&L District Brookside
Terrace where tree pruning, hedging and weed abatement was performed. Organic herbicides were
utilized.
3. At the Thymes Square landscape on Citrus Fair Drive, mechanical weed abatement was done along
with organic herbicide application, Crepe Myrtles were pruned, Wysteria vines were hedged, and
repair work on the irrigation system were conducted.

4. Parks Staff attended an 811 training in Santa Rosa. The class enables public works employees to mark
street utilities for USA North 811 when preparing to break ground for work such as water service
leaks and signage or landscape installation.

5. High school students have been aiding the Department this week at Furber Park. They spread
woodchips around and under play structures. They will be returning next week for additional projects
to continue toward their goal for graduation.
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Vision Zero Launch
Vision Zero is a multi-national road traffic
safety project that aims to achieve a highway
and roads system with no fatalities or serious
injuries involving road traffic. Sonoma County
Transportation Authority and Department of
Health Services are collaborating to engage the
community in a comprehensive, countywide
Vision Zero planning process, building upon the
efforts and successes of the Safe Streets
Coalition, Safe Routes to School, ECO2School
Program, and other community-based efforts to
make our roads safer.

THURSDAY,
OCTOBER 24, 2019
3:00 - 5:00 PM
SCTA Large
Conference Room
411 King Street,
Santa Rosa CA 95404

English-Spanish
interpretation and child

Please join us to learn more about how you can
make a difference!

care available upon
request.
Please contact

Light refreshments provided

brittany.lobo@sonomacounty.org.

Lanzamiento de
Visíon Cero

Visión Cero es un proyecto multi-nacional de seguridad
vial que aspira lograr un sistema vial sin lesiones
serias ni incidentes fatales como resultado de choques
vehiculares o relacionados al tránsito. La Autoridad de
Transporte del Condado Sonoma y el Departamento de
Servicios de Salud están colaborando para involucrar a
la comunidad en un proceso de planificación para
Visión Cero que sea comprensivo y abarque todo el
condado. Este esfuerzo construirá sobre el trabajo y
los éxitos de la Coalición para Calles Seguras, Rutas
Seguras a la Escuela, el Programa ECO2School y
otros esfuerzos comunitarios para hacer más seguro
nuestro sistema vial.

JUEVES,
24 DE OCTUBRE 2019
3:00 - 5:00 PM

SCTA Large
Conference Room
411 King Street,
Santa Rosa CA 95404

Servicios de guardería e
interpretación inglésespañol disponibles a

¡Por favor ven a aprender más sobre cómo puedes
participar!

Refrigerios ligeros proporcionados

petición.
Por favor contacte a
Brittany.lobo@sonomacounty.org
o 707-565-5383

From:
Sent:

California Public Utilities Commission <news@cpuc.ca.gov>
Tuesday, October 15, 2019 9:02 AM
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CPUC Opens Proceeding to Consider PG&E
Reorganization
As Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E)
continues to work its way through U.S. Bankruptcy
Court, the California Public Utilities Commission
(CPUC) opened a formal proceeding at its Sept.
26 Voting Meeting in San Francisco to consider
the ratemaking and other implications of the
utility’s eventual reorganization.
PG&E and its holding company, PG&E Corp., filed
voluntary bankruptcy petitions on Jan. 29,
following back-to-back wildfire seasons that were
the most destructive and deadly in California
history. Several of the worst blazes, including the
November 2018 Camp Fire that claimed more
than 80 lives in and around the Butte County town
of Paradise, were determined by CalFire to have
been caused by PG&E’s electric transmission
lines.

The CPUC opened a formal proceeding to consider the
implications of a PG&E reorganization in September.

pay eligible claims to fire victims. For PG&E to
participate in the fund, it must meet by no later
than June 30, 2020 a number of Bankruptcy Court
and regulatory determinations spelled out by the
legislation.
“As we move through this reorganization, we must
have a public process that informs and that allows
us to consider the public’s input, as we, along with
the Bankruptcy Court, work towards confirming a
safe, sustainable, affordable plan of

Because the CPUC is the primary state regulator
of PG&E, the bankruptcy case cannot be resolved
until the CPUC has reviewed and approved any
proposed reorganization plan and related
transactions to make sure they comply with
California law. That includes the omnibus wildfire
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safety legislation signed in July by Gov. Gavin
Newsom, Assembly Bill 1054.

reorganization,” Commissioner Martha Guzman
Aceves said of the Commission’s action Sept.
26. More

Among its other provisions, that legislation calls for
establishment of a Wildfire Insurance Fund to

Concerns Arise About So. Cal's Winter Natural
Gas Supplies
Amid ongoing concerns about the availability of
natural gas in Southern California this winter, Alice
Stebbins, the CPUC’s executive director, notified
Southern California Gas Co’s. chief operating
officer in a Sept. 17 letter that the utility “should
take immediate action to increase (natural gas)
injections at all available storage facilities.”
Gas supplies have been a concern in Southern
California for several years due to ongoing
maintenance work being done on two pipelines
that serve the region and because of the reduced
use of the utility’s largest natural gas storage
facility, Aliso Canyon, which experienced a serious
leak that was detected in October 2015 and was
not plugged until February 2016.

Natural Gas Supplies have been a concern in Southern
California for several years.

In May of this year, the Energy Division’s Winter
2018-19 SoCalGas Conditions and Operations
Report found that there were several winter days
when maximum withdrawals at the utility’s nonAliso storage fields and near-maximum pipeline
supplies were not enough to meet gas demand,
Stebbins letter points out.

As Executive Director Stebbins wrote in her letter
to Bret Lane, SoCalGas’ top executive, “The
California Public Utilities Commission continues to
be concerned about the current status of the
Southern California Gas Company’s storage
inventory, system operations and ability to provide
natural gas this winter.”
During the week before the letter was sent,
SoCalGas had approximately 70.5 billion cubic
feet of natural gas in storage, compared to 78.2
billion cubic feet a year earlier.

Additionally, the combined non-Aliso storage fields
had declined to 32 percent of their maximum
inventory by the end of last winter, which limited
their withdrawal capacity and made it more difficult
to meet daily demand.

The gap is even more concerning because of
pipeline maintenance that has taken longer than
anticipated. “With pipeline capacity reduced by
maintenance on Lines 235-2 and 4000,” Stebbins
wrote, “SoCalGas is unlikely to be able to close
the inventory gap and may fall farther behind.”

Consequently, Stebbins wrote: “If the non-Aliso
fields begin winter at a lower inventory than last
year while pipeline supply remains unchanged—or
even slightly worse—that could lead to heightened
reliability concerns for Southern California
compared to last winter.” More

California's Emissions Fall as GDP and
Population Rise
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economic output, even as it has reduced GHG
emissions that contribute to climate change.
That’s a California success story and a potent
rebuttal to climate deniers who claim aggressive
pro-environment policies hurt the economy.
The setting for the presentation was the first of
several public workshops on collaborative work by
the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC),
California Energy Commission (CEC), and
California Air Resources Board (CARB) in
evaluating progress meeting the 2045 carbon-free
electricity goal in Senate Bill 100. The legislation
was signed into law a year ago by former Gov.
Jerry Brown.

GHG Inventory Chart, courtesy of California Air Resources Board

The report, which must be presented to the
Legislature by Jan. 1, 2021, will be developed with
extensive stakeholder outreach and public
participation through the workshops, which
included a second session in Fresno held Sept. 30
and another in Diamond Bar on Oct. 8.

We’ve all heard the adage “a picture is worth a
thousand words.” It seems the same can be said
of a simple line graph.
During a Sept. 5 joint agency workshop focusing
on California’s path to 100 percent carbon-free
electricity by 2045, a line graph was presented
that contained only a few words but nevertheless
told a powerful story of success.

Wade Crowfoot, secretary of the California Natural
Resources Agency, framed the scope of the
collaborative work in his opening remarks.

Depicting California’s population growth and
economic activity increasing from 2000 to 2017,
the graph also has three lines pointing down and
illustrating a reduction in greenhouse gas (GHG)
emissions for that same time period. In other
words, California had added people and

“SB 100 and the state’s clean energy and climate
leadership have never been more important,” he
said. “Not a week goes by, it seems like, that we
don’t read more alarming news on the impacts of
climate change. More

Self Generation Incentive Program evolves,
covers new threats
By Clifford Rechtschaffen, CPUC
Commissioner
California’s Self Generation Incentive Program
(SGIP) is one of the longest-running and most
successful distributed generation incentive
programs in the country. It has evolved several
times since its inception, and a recent decision by
the Public Utilities Commission moves SGIP in
several important new directions in response to
fresh challenges faced by the state.
As of August 2019, SGIP has funded 8,999
completed projects representing more than 820
megawatts (MW) of rated capacity, with an
additional 4,772 projects representing more than
260 MW of rated capacity in process. The energy
storage budget has funded 7,117 completed
projects, representing 163 MW, with another 4,750
projects, representing 173 MW, pending
installation.

SGIP was initially conceived to provide customers
with incentives to reduce their energy use during
peak demand times and to promote energy selfsufficiency in response to California’s electricity
crisis of 2001.
In its early days until the California Solar Initiative
was launched in 2006, the program promoted
customers’ on-site solar photovoltaic projects. For
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a period after that, the largest share of projects
were fuel cells, and SGIP was later expanded to
include non-generation technologies such as
energy storage. It was also modified to include a
focus on projects that reduce greenhouse gas
(GHG) emissions, consistent with the state’s
evolving climate mandates, and in 2016, the
program was revised to allocate 75 percent of the
budget to energy storage projects.

Our most recent action regarding the program
adopts several significant changes.
First, the decision creates a $100 million equity
resilience program to promote battery storage as a
means of providing backup power for vulnerable
customers in high-fire threat areas. California
faces unprecedented risks from wildfires. More

Wildfire Mitigation Plans are Part of Complex
Safety Process
By Elizaveta Malashenko, CPUC Deputy
Executive Director for Safety and Enforcement
Mitigating California’s growing threat from
catastrophic wildfires is a complex and multifaceted challenge.
Unfortunately, there is no silver bullet we can rely
on to protect our communities from these events.
Complex problems like this require new ways of
thinking, constant analysis and data to measure
the effectiveness of our mitigation efforts so we
can know what is working and adopt new
techniques and strategies when necessary.

The Thomas Fire in Ventura County, December 2017

The CPUC has put significant resources into
reviewing detailed Wildfire Mitigation Plans put
forward by the investor-owned utilities we regulate,
as required by the Legislature and Governor when
Senate Bill 901 was passed and signed last year.
In July, Gov. Newsom signed Assembly Bill 1054,
which calls for additional investments and steps in
California’s ongoing effort to keep people and
property safe from wildfire.

We heard from stakeholders who said they wanted
to be involved in this ongoing process, and who
share our commitment to transparency and
making sure the right questions get asked and the
most relevant data analyzed and considered.
Another challenge we discussed is the growing
scarcity of resources and qualified personnel to
attack some of the important work that needs to
get done. With so much wildfire mitigation work
going on at once up and down the state, resources
and available personnel are stretched beyond
original expectations. Working with the utilities and
affected communities, it’s crucial that we set
priorities for what needs to get done, that people
are trained properly and that our efforts are
coordinated, efficient and effective. More

During a well-attended three-day workshop at our
San Francisco headquarters in mid-September,
electric utilities provided updates on work they’ve
done to improve vegetation management
programs, upgrade system hardening so
equipment is less prone to spark and ignite fires,
improvements made in weather monitoring,
situational awareness and other important safety
measures.

Get to Know Us: Meet Angie Williams
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increasing responsibility in financial and
performance evaluation with the California
Department of Finance. Two of those years were
spent representing the Governor and Inspector
General during the last recession on the America
Recovery and Reinvestment Act Task Force as
Director of Accountability and Chief of Audits.
In those roles, she worked with nearly every state
agency, including the CPUC. Acknowledging that
few people like being audited, she reflects that
state agencies often feel they are so different and
unique that no outside agency could effectively
evaluate them.
“But, really,” she explains, “in a couple of weeks
we can have what we need to understand and
document if they are performing as appropriate.”
She says she enjoyed constantly learning new
subjects and systems and now looks forward to
the new Division she directs.
Currently, Angie oversees 40 staff positions: The
UARCD includes two branches: Utility Audits
Branch and Risk and Compliance Branch. The
Utility Audits Branch provides auditing, accounting,
financial, and advisory services on regulated
utilities. The Risk and Compliance Branch
provides greater awareness of enterprise risks by
identifying, measuring, reporting and monitoring
risks that affect the Commission’s objectives.

Angie Williams, Director of Utility Audits, Risk and
Compliance

he first thing you notice about Angie Williams is
her easy graciousness.
You can readily picture her warmly inviting you to
tea or for a walk in the garden. So, it might catch
some people a bit off guard when she asks a utility
to turn over its books for an audit.

“It’s a challenge,” she admits, “but I’m just getting
started. I have a 44 percent vacancy rate, but
even with limited staff we accomplished 18
reports. There’s a lot to do.” More

But a look at her history quickly dispels any initial
surprise. The CPUC’s new Director of Utility
Audits, Risk and Compliance Division (UARCD)
came to the Commission with nearly 20 years of

Docket: Proceedings Filed at the CPUC in Sept. 2019
Proceeding Number • Filed Date • Filer

Proceeding Number • Filed Date • Filer

A1908014 • 29-Aug.-2019 • California High Speed
Rail Authority
Approval to construct One New Grade Separated
Crossing, Under the Proposed High-Speed Rail
Tracks at SR43 (MP 214.23) Located in the County of
Fresno. More

A1909005 • 05-Sept.-2019 • City of San Rafael
Application of the City of San Rafael to convert a
private at-grade crossing to a public at-grade
crossing on SMART rail line MP 15.6 CPUC Number
005-15.60-X; DOT Number 943171F) which is a
subproject of the Larkspur Extension Project, a new
transit line extending from San Rafael Station in
Downtown San Rafael to proposed Larkspur Station
in Larkspur Landing. More

A1908015 • 30-Aug.-2019 • Southwest Gas
Corporation
Application of Southwest Gas Corporation (U905G)
for Authority to Increase Rates and Charges for
Natural Gas Service in California, Effective January
1, 2021. More

A1909006 • 05-Sept.-2019 • U.S. TelePacific Corp.
In the Matter of the Joint Application of U.S.
Telepacific Corp. (U5721C), MPower
Communications Corp. (U5859c), Arrival
Communications, Inc. (U5248c), DSCI, LLC (U1422c)
And U.S. Telepacific Holdings Corp. And Tango

A1908016 • 30-Aug.-2019 • San Bernardino County
Transportation Authority
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Application of San Bernardino County Transportation
Authority (SBCTA) to construct a new pedestrian atgrade crossing for a new Downtown Redlands Station
in the City of Redlands on Southern California
Regional Rail Authority’s San Gabriel Subdivision
(the easternmost 9.8 miles of which were formerly
known as the Redlands Subdivision) at MP 65.48
(Redlands MP 8.83) (Proposed CPUC Crossing No.
101SG-65.48 (002U-8.6) and DOT No. 933892D.)
More

Private Holdings II, LLC For Expedited Approval to
Transfer Indirect Control of U.S. TelePacific Corp.,
Mpower Communications Corp., Arrival
Communications, Inc. and DSCI, LLC Pursuant to
California Public Utilities Code Section 854(a).
HARD COPY FILED
A1909007 • 05-Sept.-2019 • Hunter
Communications, Inc.
the Matter of the Joint Application of Hunter
Communications, Inc., RWR Hunter Holdco Inc.,
Richard W. Ryan, Hunter Communications
Intermediate Holdings, LLC, and Hunter
Communications Holdings, LLC for Expedited
Approval to Transfer Control of Hunter
Communications, Inc. Pursuant to California Public
Utilities Code Section 854(a). More

A1909001 • 03-Sept.-2019 • City of San Juan
Capistrano
Application of the City of San Juan Capistrano for
authorization to modify and convert an existing
private at-grade road crossing of Rancho Capistrano
to a public crossing of the Southern California
Regional Rail Authority’s Orange Subdivision at Mile
Post 194.32, Proposed CPUC Number 101OR194.32, USDOT Number 026782R, County of
Orange. More

R1706026 • 6-Sept.-19 • ALJ/ATAMTURK/CPUC
Decision Refining the Method to Develop and True
Up Market Price Benchmarks. More

A1909004 • 04-Sept.-2019 • Hudson Fiber Network
Inc.
Application of Hudson Fiber Network Inc. for a
Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity to
Provide Full Facilities-Based and Resold Competitive
Local Exchange and Interexchange Services. More

R1709020 • 6-Sept.-19 • ALJ/ALLEN/CHIV/CPUC
Proposed Decision Clarifying Resource Adequacy
Import Rules. More

VIEW MORE FILINGS
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2019 LEGISLATIVE RECAP OF RECENT ACTION BY THE GOVERNOR
The October 13 deadline for Governor Newsom to sign
bills has come and gone. Of the 1,042 bills sent to the
Governor for review, the Administration has said the
Governor signed 870 bills into law.
Governor Newsom grabbed national headlines in recent
weeks, signing bills that put California at the forefront
of a number of key issues including rent control,
dramatic reforms to independent contracting, a bill
allowing college athletes to receive compensation,
more than 15 bills related to gun control, banning
smoking on public beaches, making California the first
state to ban the sale and manufacture of new fur
products, and a ban on most animals from making
circus performances.
In an analysis by CalMatters, Newsom is found to have
vetoed bills at higher rate than Governor Brown over
the preceding 8 years, denying 16.5% of bills to Brown’s
13.5%. Newsom vetoed at a similar rate to Governors
Davis and Wilson.
Newsom did sign a number of bills on topics previously
vetoed by Governor Brown, including allowing childcare
workers to form unions and extending the timeframe
for which victims of child sex abuse can sue.
LOCAL GOVERNMENT IMPACTS
From a local government perspective, some of the
biggest impacts will be felt in housing, where Newsom
signed roughly 20 bills designed to boost housing
production and/or develop Accessory Dwelling Units.
Headlining these, Newsom signed SB 330, which
temporarily bans cities from imposing a moratorium on
new housing construction, prohibits “downzoning”
(changing zoning law to outlaw denser housing like
apartment buildings), and prevents cities from raising
fees during the development approval process.
Newsom vetoed SB 5, which had been called
“Redevelopment 2.0,” and would have allowed local
governments to set aside a portion of property taxes
that would otherwise go to public schools and use to
fund affordable housing, transit-oriented development
and infill projects. Newsom cited cost as the factor, the
bill had a $2 billion price tag.

Beyond housing issues, perhaps the most notable move
was the Governor’s veto of SB 531, which would have
barred a local agency from entering into any agreement
that results in a rebate of Bradley-Burns local tax
revenues to a retailer in exchange for that retailer
locating within that agency’s jurisdiction. The League of
California Cities supported this bill, along with labor
interests, but the Governor vetoed it, calling the
agreements “an important local tool,” particularly in
rural and inland California.
In a win for more than 100 local agencies who
participate in the AB 1717 (2014) UUT collection
program, the Governor signed SB 344 providing a oneyear sunset extension for AB 1717 (2014) which set up a
mechanism to capture UUT from prepaid wireless will
be done via legislation. MuniServices was a lead
stakeholder on the bill and will be developing next steps
to ensure these revenues are protected long-term.
Clients are reminded to review the new laws related
business licenses. AB 1819 will also allow a requestor to
use their own equipment for the purposes of inspecting
certain public records. The Governor also signed AB
857 that authorizes local agencies to create and operate
publicly owned banks, and AB 116 which authorizes a
public financing authority to issue bonds under
specified circumstances without submitting a proposal
to the voters.
AVENU TEAM “COVERS THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA” AT
CONFERENCES THIS WEEK
This report includes selected bills reaching the
Governor’s Desk during the final weeks of Session and
the final disposition. A comprehensive end-of-session
report will be released at a later date. Over the course
of the week Avenu’s team will be at the following
industry conferences and also available to speak on
policy issues:
10/14 to 16: MMANC in Sacramento
10/15 to 18: League of California Cities in Long Beach
10/16 to 18: CMRTA in San Diego
CONTACT
Brenda.Narayan@avenuinsights.com / 916.261.5147
Fran.Mancia@avenuinsights.com / 559.288.7296
Jonathan.Gerth@avenuinsights.com/ 205.423.4177
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1) SALES AND USE TAX (PAGE 4)










Exemptions for Remanufactured Trucks
(AB 321 / Patterson) Signed
Sales Tax Exemption for Vehicle Modifications:
Veterans with Burn Injuries
(AB 1257 / Salas) Signed
Exemption for Diapers and Feminine Hygiene
Products / CDTFA Notice
(SB 92 / Committee on Budget) Signed
State Exemption for California Hybrid Zero Emission
Truck and Bus Voucher Incentive Program
(AB 784 / Mullin) Signed
Santa Cruz and County of Alameda: TUT
(AB 723 / Quirk) Signed
TUT Approval: Transportation: Specified Counties
(AB 1413 / Gloria) Signed

2) E-COMMERCE (PAGE 4)


Marketplace Sellers: Requirements in Clear
Language
(AB 1790 / Wicks) Signed

3) ECONOMIC INCENTIVES (PAGE 4)



Prohibits Economic Incentives / New Agreements
(SB 531/ Glazer) Vetoed
Economic Development Subsidies
(AB 485/ Medina) Signed

4) PROPERTY TAX (PAGE 5)






Property Tax Postponement Loans
(AB 133 / Quirk-Silva) Signed
Property Taxation: Welfare Exemption
(AB 1743 / Bloom) Signed
Property Taxation: Welfare Exemption: Low
Income Housing Projects
(SB 294 / Hill) Vetoed
Property Taxation: Welfare Exemption:
Community Land Trust
(SB 196/ Beall) Signed

5) CANNABIS (PAGE 6)



Medicinal Cannabis: Donations
(SB 34 / Wiener) Signed
State Licensing Fee Waivers
(SB 595/ Bradford) Signed

6) BUSINESS LICENSE (PAGE 5)










Local Exemption for all Services: Veterans
(AB 498 / Weber) Signed
Large Family Daycare Homes / Business License
Exclusion
(SB 234 / Skinner) Signed
State Agencies: Reduction or Waiver of Fees
(SB 601 / Morrell) Signed
Gender Discrimination: Notifications When
Issuing a Business License
(AB 1607 / Horvath) Signed
Stormwater Discharge Compliance: Issuing
Business Licenses: Demonstrate Enrollment
(SB 205 / Hertzberg) Signed
Optometrists: Home Residence Permit: Business
License Requirement
(AB 458 / Nazarian) Signed

7) UUT / UTILITIES (PAGE 6)









Upgrade to the State’s 9-1-1 Emergency Operations
System / CDTFA Notice
(SB 96 / Budget) Signed
Local Agency Utility Services: Service Extensions
(SB 646/ Morrell) Signed
UUT Collection Mechanism: Prepaid Wireless
(SB 344 / McGuire) Signed
UUT: Exemption: Clean Energy Resource
(AB 1208 / Ting) Signed
Water Agencies: Rate Reduction Bonds
(AB 305 /Nazarian) Signed
Telecommunications: Internet Services Providers
(AB 1699 / Levine) Signed
Community Isolation Outage: Notification
(SB 670/ McGuire) Signed

8) PUBLIC RECORDS / RECORDING FEES (PAGE 7)




Counties: Recording Fees
(AB 212 / Bonta) Signed
Public Records: Email Retention for Locals: Clarity
(AB 1184 / Gloria) Vetoed
Inspection of Public Records: Use of Requester’s
Equipment
(AB 1819/ Committee on Judiciary) Signed
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9) ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT (PAGE 7)





Governor’s Office of Business and Economic
Development
(AB 23/ Burke) Vetoed
California Recycling Market Development Act
(AB 1583/ Eggman) Signed
Local Government / Infrastructure Financing
Districts
(AB 116/ Ting) Signed








10) CONSUMER PRIVACY (PAGE 7)


Consumer Personal Information: Lawfully Available:
Public Records
(AB 874 / Irwin & AB 1355/ Chau) Signed

11) TRANSPORTATION FUNDS (PAGE 8)



Transportation Funds: State Exchange Programs
(SB 137 / Dodd) Signed
Road Maintenance and Rehabilitation Program
(SB 277/ Beall) Vetoed

12) PARKING / SAFE PARKING (PAGE 8)



Parking Penalties
(AB 833 / Lackey) Signed
Safe Parking Program
(AB 891 / Burke Version) Vetoed
Electric Vehicles Parking Requirements
(AB 1100/ Kamlager-Dove) Signed

13) WATER / MUNICIPAL STORM SYSTEMS (PAGE 8)





Drinking Water: Extension of Services
(AB 508/ Chu) Signed
Safe and Affordable Drinking Water Fund
(SB 200 / Monning) Signed
Water Rights: Water Management
(AB 658/ Arambula) Signed
Municipal Storm Sewer Systems
(AB 1093 / Rubio) Vetoed

Persons at Risk of Homelessness: Authorizes a
Tenant to Temporarily Permit Occupancy: (AB
1188/ Gabriel) Signed
Surplus Land Reports by Cities and Counties
(AB 1255/ Rivas) Signed
Tenant Protection
(AB 1482/ Chiu) Signed
SF Bay Area: Housing Development: Financing
(AB 1487/ Chiu) Signed
Accessory Dwelling Units
(SB 13/ Wieckowski, AB 68/ Ting and AB 881 /
Bloom; AB 587/ Friedman; AB 671/ Friedman)
Signed

15) BUDGET RESERVES / TAX EXPENDITURES (PAGE 9)




Tax Expenditures: Information
(AB 263/ Burke) Signed
Major Tax Expenditures: Review
(SB 468 / Jackson) Vetoed
Open Financial Statements Act
(SB 598/ Moorlach) Vetoed

16) ADDITIONAL ISSUES (PAGE 10)








Unclaimed Property: Local Government Property
(AB 1637 / Smith) Signed
Independent Contractors
(AB 5/ Gonzalez) Signed
Pedicabs: Sunset Removal
(SB 543/ Pan) Signed
Ballot Measures: Local Taxes
(SB 268/ Wiener) Vetoed
Local Referenda and Charter Amendment:
Withdrawal
(SB 681/ Stern) Signed
Tax Recovery in the Underground Economy
(AB 1296/ Gonzalez) Signed

14) SELECTED HOUSING (PAGE 9)



Affordable Housing
(SB 5 / Beall) Vetoed
Housing Crisis Act of 2019: Permitting Process
(SB 330 / Skinner) Signed
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1) Sales Tax

Transactions and Use Tax

Sales Tax Exemptions for Remanufactured Trucks:
Expands until January 1, 2024 the current state and
local sales and use tax exemption for vehicles delivered
in California but used in interstate or foreign commerce.
CDTFA reports the revenue loss as minimal. The bill
includes new, used or remanufactured trucks.
California residents who intend to purchase trucks for
interstate commerce can obtain an exemption, but they
must take delivery of these trucks outside of California
and make the first functional use of the truck in
interstate or foreign commerce. (AB 321 / Patterson)
Signed

Santa Cruz and County of Alameda: AB 723 makes
three changes to the law to allow Alameda County, and
cities in Alameda and Santa Cruz counties more room to
impose district taxes under the statutory 2% cap. (AB
723 / Quirk) Signed

Sales Tax Exemption for Vehicle Modifications:
Veterans with Burn Injuries: Expands a current
exemption until July 1, 2030 for items and materials
used to modify a vehicle for physically handicapped
persons to include veterans with severe burns. (AB
1257 / Salas) Signed
State Sales Tax Exemption for California Hybrid Zero
Emission Truck and Bus Voucher Incentive Program: A
state-only exemption until January 1, 2024 for any zeroemission technology transit buses sold to specified
public agencies. AB 784 is supported by several
regional transit districts. The CDTFA estimates an
annual GF revenue loss of approximately $914,000. (AB
784 / Mullin) Signed
Sales Tax Exemption for Diapers and Feminine Hygiene
Products: The State Budget includes a two-year
exemption starting January 1, 2020 for diapers and
feminine hygiene products. Revenue Impact: Estimated
annual revenue losses of approximately $35 million for
diapers, and an annual General Fund revenue loss of
$4.4 million in 2019-20 and $8.8 million each year
thereafter for feminine hygiene products CDTFA Notice:
https://www.cdtfa.ca.gov/formspubs/L695.pdf (SB 92 /
Committee on Budget) Signed

Transactions and Use Tax Approval: Transportation:
Authorizes the San Diego Regional Transportation
Commission, the San Diego Association of
Governments, the San Diego Metropolitan Transit
System and the North County Transit District to impose
a TUT applicable to only a portion of their jurisdictions.
Recent amendments authorize the Placer County
Transportation Planning Agency (excluding the Tahoe
Basin), and the Solano Transportation Improvement
Agency (specified cities within the unincorporated area
of Solano County) to impose a TUT to the entirety or a
portion of the County of Placer. (AB 1413 / Gloria)
Signed
2) E Commerce
Marketplace Sellers: Requirements in Clear Language:
Requires marketplaces to effectively communicate with
sellers its decision-making process with respect to
termination, suspension, or the destruction of the
seller’s goods. (AB 1790 / Wicks) Signed
3) Economic Incentives / Tax Reform
Prohibits Economic Incentives / Applies to New
Agreements: Prohibits on or after January 1, 2020 a
local agency from entering into any agreement that
results in a rebate of Bradley-Burns local tax revenues
to a retailer in exchange for that retailer locating within
that agency’s jurisdiction. The author’s office confirmed
this can include distribution centers like warehouses.
The veto message notes that current use of these
agreements are limited, but also an important tool,
particularly in rural and inland areas. The message
specially notes, “removing these tax options from local
decision makers is the wrong approach.’ (SB 531/
Glazer) Vetoed
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Economic Development Subsidies: Require locals to
disclose specified information to the public before
approving a subsidy for a warehouse distribution
center. Prohibits a local from signing a nondisclosure
agreement regarding warehouse distribution center as
part of negotiations or in the contract for any subsidy.
(AB 485/ Medina) Signed
4) Property Tax
Property Tax Postponement Loans: Lowers the interest
rate on these loans to 5%, down from 7%, effective on
July 1, 2020. Increases the eligibility from $35,500 in
household income to $45,000. Applies to homeowners
over 62, blind, or disabled who cannot afford to pay
their property taxes. (AB 133 / Quirk-Silva) Signed
Property Taxation: Welfare Exemption: Provides an
exemption for qualified property (new Mello-Roos
Community Facility District special taxes), that meets
the requirements of the welfare exemption and that is
used exclusively for rental housing and related facilities.
AB 1743 is joined to SB 330. (AB 1743 / Bloom) Signed
Welfare Exemption: Low Income Housing Projects:
Existing law exempts from property tax any property
used for rental housing and related facilities. This bill
decreases the occupant threshold from 90% to 50% and
requires that the total exemption amount be prorated
based on the percentage of lower income households
that occupy the property. (SB 294 / Hill) Vetoed
5) Cannabis
Medicinal Cannabis: Donations: No Reimbursement
for Local Revenue Losses: Authorizes cannabis
licensees to provide free cannabis and cannabis
products to low-income medicinal cannabis patients.
This bill passed with unanimous support with
amendments to clarify cultivators are the only licensees
able to designate product as a donation, strengthen
protections around diversion, ensure any licensee who
commercially sells products marked as donation is
subject to penalties and possible license revocation, and
other technical amendments. (SB 34 / Wiener) Signed
State Licensing Fee Waivers: Requires the state
licensing entities to develop and implement a program
to provide fee deferrals and/or waivers for local equity
applicants and licensees. (SB 595/ Bradford) Signed

6) Business License
Business Licensing: Local Exemption for all Services:
Veterans: Exempts a veteran who is honorably
discharged or honorably relieved from the Armed
Forces of the United States and is a resident of this
state from paying any local business license fees for a
business that sells or provides services if the veteran is
the sole proprietor of the business. This bill applies to
all cities, including charter cities. (AB 498 / Weber)
Signed
Family Daycare Homes / Business License Exclusion:
Recasts and revises existing law to treat both small
and large family day care homes for purposes of
regulation by local ordinances. Existing law
distinguishes between “large family day care homes”
(which provide in-home care for up to 14 children)
and “small family day care homes” (which provide
in-home care for up to eight children). Existing law
prohibits a local jurisdiction from imposing a
business license, fee, or tax for operating a small
family day-care home. The bill prohibits a locality
from prohibiting large family day care homes on lots
zoned for single-family dwellings. (SB 234 / Skinner)
Signed
State Agencies: Reduction or Waiver of Fees: Licenses
for Business: Authorizes any state agency that issues
any “business license” to establish a process for a
person or business that has been displaced or is
experiencing economic hardship as a result of an
emergency declared by the Governor, to submit an
application for reduction or waiver of fees required by
the agency to obtain a license, renew or activate a
license, or replace a physical license for display. Under
the bill “license” includes, but is not limited to, a
certificate, registration, or other required document to
engage in business. (SB 601 / Morrell) Signed
Gender Discrimination: Notifications When Issuing a
Business License: Requires a city or county starting
January 1, 2021 that issues business licenses to provide
written notification when the license is issued with
respect to prohibiting gender discrimination. The bill
allows for a fee increase for a business license to cover
the costs of providing the notice. Requires the
Department of Consumer Affairs to develop by October
1, 2020, written notifications for download of the
provisions and in various languages. (AB 1607
/ Horvath) Signed
www.avenuinsights.com | 5

October 14, 2019

Stormwater Discharge Compliance: Business Licenses:
Requires when applying for a business license or
renewal, a regulated industry to demonstrate
enrollment with the National Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System (NPDES) permit. Requires a city or
county to determine the applicability of any Standard
Industrial Classification Code and to confirm that
information submitted to demonstrate enrolment and
requires the local agency to transfer that information to
the State Water Resources Control Board. The bill does
not apply to a city or county that does not issue
business licenses. (SB 205 / Hertzberg) Signed
Optometrists: Home Residence Permit: Business
License Requirement: Prohibits among other
provisions an optometrist from engaging in the practice
of optometry at any home residence without a home
residence permit except for a person engaging in the
temporary practice of optometry. The optometrist or
employer of the optometrist must meet certain
requirements including having a current business
license with the city or county in which it is located.
(AB 458 / Nazarian) Signed
7) Utility Users Tax (UUT) / Utilities
UUT Collection Mechanism: Prepaid Wireless:
Provides a one-year sunset extension from January 1,
2020 to January 1, 2021 for AB 1717 (2014) which set
up a mechanism to continue to capture UUT from
prepaid wireless services. To-date 104 agencies
participate in AB 1717 and have captured so far over
$24 million in UUT revenue. MuniServices and the
League of California Cities were lead stakeholders on
the bill measure. Please contact Jonathan Gerth at
jonathan.gerth@avenuinsights.com for further detail
regarding implementation requirements. (SB 344 /
McGuire) Signed
UUT: Exemption: Clean Energy Resource: Extends the
sunset on the exemption from local UUT for electricity
generated by a clean energy resource located solely on
the customer’s premises for use only by that customer
until January 1, 2027. As noted in a Committee analysis,
the exemption that AB 1208 would extend favors the
consumption of renewable electricity produced on-site
over utility programs that allow customers to consume
renewable energy transmitted through the grid. As a
result, property owners with the means to deploy their
own renewable energy generation could avoid paying
UUTs for electricity from renewable sources but

renters, who can’t install on-site renewable generation,
must pay the tax. The League opposed the bill. (AB
1208 / Ting) Signed
Public Facilities: Water Agencies: Rate Reduction
Bonds: Would expand the definition of a publicly
owned utility to include certain utilities furnishing
wastewater service to not less than 25,000 customers
and would authorize the issue of rate reduction bonds
to finance or refinance water or wastewater utility
projects. Rate reduction bonds are asset-backed
securities that are structured to minimize borrowing
costs by qualifying for AAA credit ratings. AAA ratings
allow a utility to borrow funds at an interest rate that is
well below the rate that would otherwise apply to a
utility’s long-term debt. (AB 305 /Nazarian) Signed
Telecommunications: Internet Services Providers
(ISP): First Response Agencies: Prohibits ISPs from
impairing or degrading the lawful Internet traffic of first
response agencies during an emergency. This bill
authorizes local agencies to request the removal of data
restrictions when responding to an emergency and
requires the agencies making these requests to notify
their respective ISPs once they cease to respond to the
emergency. (AB 1699 / Levine) Signed
Community Isolation Outage: Notification: Requires
telecommunication services providers to give
notification to the California Office of Emergency
Services if its telecommunications systems become
unable to connect customers to 911 or deliver
emergency notices within 60 minutes of the
telecommunications service provider discovering the
outage. (SB 670/ McGuire) Signed
Upgrade to the State’s 9-1-1 Emergency Operations
System: Imposes a surcharge for prepaid mobile
telephony services at the time of purchase. California
now pays for the system with a fee on phone calls. The
fund has been losing money as more people send text
messages. The program will be administered by the
CDTFA and authorizes the OES to impose a fee of as
much as 80 cents per month, based on the number of
phones used in the state. State officials expect the fee
to be about 34 cents per month. In 2017, more than 28
million calls were placed to 9-1-1, representing
approximately 77,000 calls per day, an increase of
nearly 30 percent since 2010.
https://www.cdtfa.ca.gov/industry/prepaid-mtssurcharge.htm. (SB 96 / Senate Budget) Signed
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Local Agency Utility Services: Service Extensions: This
bill requires the estimated reasonable cost of labor and
materials for installation of facilities associated with a
water or sewer connection to bear a fair or reasonable
relationship to the payor’s burdens on, or benefits
received from, the water connection or sewer
connection. (SB 646/ Morrell) Signed
8) Public Records / Recording Fees
Counties: Recording Fees: Authorizes County
Recorders to use an existing $1 fee until January 1, 2026
for restoration and preservation of Recorder’s
permanent microfilm, to implement and fund an
archive program for permanent preservation of
recorded document images. (AB 212 / Bonta) Signed
Public Records: Email Retention for Locals: Clarity:
Requires local jurisdictions to retain and preserve for at
least two years communications, relating to the public’s
business. According to a fact sheet for the bill, “current
law authorizes the destruction of public records after
two years, if the legislative body or city attorney
determines that the records are no longer of use.
However, local jurisdictions have argued that current
law is unclear regarding e-mail record retention
requirements.” (AB 1184 / Gloria) Vetoed
Inspection of Public Records: Use of Requester’s
Equipment: Impact on Locals is Unknown: Clarifies
that members of the public have the right to make a
copy of a disclosable public record at no charge, as long
as the method of duplication does not make physical
contact with and would not damage the record. As
noted in an analysis, “it is unclear what the costs are to
locals due to the non-reimbursable costs under the bill.”
(AB 1819/ Committee on Judiciary) Signed
9) Economic Development
Governor’s Office of Business and Economic
Development: Would establish the Business Workforce
Coordination Unit in the Governor’s Office of Business
and Economic Development to engage industry and
business on alignment of career technical education
courses, workforce training programs, and preapprenticeship and apprenticeship programs with
regional and local labor market demand. (AB 23/
Burke) Vetoed

California Recycling Market Development Act: Extends
the California Alternative Energy and Advanced
Transportation Financing Authority’s Sales and Use Tax
Exclusion Program until January 1, 2031. A committee
analysis notes: “Because SB 93 and AB 90’s state-only
sales and use tax exemption apply to most of CAEATFA’s
applicants, almost all of the foregone revenue resulting
from extending the program would flow to local
agencies but for the extension. It is unclear whether the
revenue foregone is sales tax, which would be allocated
to the jurisdiction where the equipment is purchased,
or use tax, which would flow to the countywide pool in
the county where the equipment is used, so it’s hard to
tell which local agencies are affected. CAEATFA
indicates that they will begin collecting this information
to quantify local revenue impacts should the program
be extended.” (AB 1583/ Eggman) Signed
Local Government / Infrastructure Financing Districts:
Would authorize a public financing authority to issue
bonds under specified circumstances without
submitting a proposal to the voters. The bill would also
require the public financing authority to hold 3 public
hearings on an enhanced infrastructure financing plan,
as specified. The bill would also make conforming
changes. (AB 116/ Ting) Signed
10) Consumer Privacy / Impact on Local Government
Consumer Personal Information: Lawfully Available:
Relates to what information is covered by the California
Consumer Privacy Act (CCPA), specifically what
“publicly available information” is not covered by the
protections of the Act. Fixes the definition of “publicly
available information” by striking unconstitutional
restraints on further dissemination but maintains the
definition as information “lawfully made available from
federal, state, or local government records.” The
changes to the CCPA do not modify the California Public
Records Act (CPRA). A city will still be able to disclose,
redact, or deny a disclosure request under the CPRA
and its various exemptions, as they do today. The
author’s office notes: “A city may wish to be more
cognizant of what they disclose or choose not to redact,
as the CCPA will not be available to consumers who
wish to control the further dissemination of that
information, but that is not necessarily a new
consideration for a city as there has historically been no
recourse for an individual whose information was
lawfully disclosed pursuant to a CPRA request." The bill
is joined with AB 1355. (AB 874 / Irwin) Signed
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11) Transportation Projects and Funds
Federal Transportation Funds: State Exchange
Programs: SB 137 will allow the respective state and
local agencies to reduce the cost of transportation
projects and provide for more projects to be completed
with the same amount of revenue by expanding the
Match Exchange Program to other federal surface
transportation programs where federal funds are
allocated to local agencies, specifically the Highway
Safety Improvement Program, and local bridge
projects." (SB 137 / Dodd) Signed
Road Maintenance and Rehabilitation Program:
Makes clarifications to SB 1 (Beall) that annually
provides $200 million to the Local Partnership Program
(LPP) which translates to $1 billion every five years that
is provided to entities that have passed local sales tax
measures dedicated to transportation projects.
Proposition 1B in 2006 implemented the LPP primarily
on a formula basis. This bill includes provisions to allow
local and regional agencies to work closely with
California Transportation Commission to distribute and
allocate LPP funds in the most effective manner to meet
regional priorities. (SB 277/ Beall) Vetoed
12) Parking / Safe Parking
Parking Penalties: Excludes the amount of late fees and
penalty assessments from being counted in determining
the indigent person' s eligibility for an unpaid parking
ticket payment plan. (AB 833 / Lackey) Signed
Safe Parking Program: The proposal requires until June
1, 2027 a city and county with a population greater than
330,000, in coordination with local non-profits to
establish a safe parking program that provides safe
parking locations and options for individuals and
families living in their vehicles. Jurisdictions that meet
or exceeds the requirements of the bill do not have to
adopt a safe parking program. Requires a program to
provide a bathroom facility and onsite security and for
the parking programs be developed and implemented
by June 1, 2022. (AB 891 / Burke Version) Vetoed
Electric Vehicles: Parking Requirements: Requires a
parking space served by electric vehicle supply
equipment and a parking space designated as a future
electric vehicle charging space to be counted as at least
one standard automobile parking space for the purpose
of complying with any applicable minimum parking

requirements established by a local jurisdiction.
Requires an accessible parking space with an access
aisle serviced by electric vehicle supply equipment. (AB
1100/ Kamlager-Dove) Signed
13) Water / Municipal Storm Systems
Drinking Water: Extension of Services: Improves the
existing process under which the State Water Resources
Control Board may mandate extension of safe drinking
water service, particularly as applied to communities
and households served by domestic wells. Includes a
deadline of July 1, 2020 for the SWRCB to develop a
policy for a process for members of a disadvantaged
community to petition for consolidation. According to
the author, “the State made great progress in ensuring
access to clean drinking water for small disadvantaged
communities by passing AB 2501 from 2018. AB 508
builds on our progress by improving transparency and
efficiency in the ordered consolidation or extension of
service process.” (AB 508/ Chu) Signed
Safe and Affordable Drinking Water Fund: Will help
fund local water systems. Establishes the Safe and
Affordable Drinking Water Fund (SADWF) to help water
systems provide an adequate and affordable supply of
safe drinking water in both the near and the long term.
Beginning in fiscal year 2020- 21 and until June 30,
2030, transfers to the Fund five percent of the proceeds
of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund (GGRF) up to
$130 million. (SB 200 / Monning) Signed
Water Rights: Water Management: Allows
groundwater sustainability agencies or other local
agencies to apply to the State Water Resources Control
Board (State Water Board) for temporary five-year
permits to divert and store groundwater during highflow events. (AB 658/ Arambula) Signed
Municipal Storm Sewer Systems: Requires the State
Water Resources Control Board by July 1, 2020, to
establish financial capability assessment guidelines for
municipal separate storm sewer system permittees that
are adequate and consistent when considering the costs
to local jurisdictions. (AB 1093 / Rubio) Vetoed
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14) Selected Housing Measures
Affordable Housing: Establishes an ongoing funding
mechanism that would direct up to $2 billion annually in
support of local infill, transit-oriented development,
affordable housing and neighborhood revitalization
projects. MuniServices supported SB 5. (SB 5 / Beall)
Vetoed
Housing Crisis Act of 2019: Changes permitting process
for housing projects in affected cities and counties over
the next five years. Bans project-specific fees.
Developers would have up to 2 1/2 years to begin
construction and not be subject to any new fee. Applies
to those cities and counties that are experiencing a
“housing crisis.” (SB 330 / Skinner) Signed
Surplus Land Reports by Cities and Counties: Requires
each city and county to report to the state Department
of Housing and Community Development (HCD) an
inventory of its surplus lands located in urbanized areas
or urban clusters, as specified. Requires HCD to provide
this information to the state Department of General
Services (DGS) for inclusion in a digitized inventory of
state surplus land sites. (AB 1255/ Rivas) Signed
Tenant Protection Act: Places an upper limit on annual
rent increases: 5% plus inflation. Landlords must have
and state a just cause to evict tenants who have
occupied the premises for a year. Both the rent cap and
the just cause provisions are subject to exemptions
including, among others: housing built in the past 15
years, single family residences unless owned by a real
estate trust or a corporation. The bill sunsets after ten
years and does not pre-empt any local rent control or
just cause ordinances. (AB 1482/ Chiu) Signed
San Francisco Bay Area: Housing Development:
Financing: Authorizes the authority to raise and
allocate new revenue, incur and issue bonds and other
indebtedness, and allocate funds to the various cities,
counties, and other public agencies and affordable
housing projects within its jurisdiction to finance
affordable housing development projects as well as
fund tenant protection programs. (AB 1487/ Chiu)
Signed
Persons at Risk of Homelessness: Until January 1,
2024, permits a tenant, at the discretion of the landlord
or owner of the property, to allow the occupancy of
their dwelling unit by a person who is at risk of

homelessness for a maximum of 12 months, and
identifies the legal protections and processes that
govern an agreement for such an arrangement. (AB
1188/ Gabriel) Signed
Accessory Dwelling Units (ADU): SB 13 would
authorize the creation of ADUs in areas zoned to allow
single-family or multifamily dwelling residential use.
Under the bill, an ADU may be attached to, or located
within, an attached garage and prohibits a local agency
from requiring the replacement of parking spaces if a
garage, carport, or covered parking is demolished to
construct an ADU. AB 68 amends state-wide standards
and prohibits minimum lot size requirements. AB 811
would prohibit a local agency from requiring a property
owner live in the main house and includes other
requirements. AB 671 would require a local
government to include a plan in their housing element
to incentivize and promote the creation of accessory
dwelling units (ADUs) that can be offered at an
affordable rent for very-low, low-, and moderateincome households. AB 587 would allow for an ADU to
be sold or conveyed separately from the primary
residence to a qualified buyer under certain
circumstances. (SB 13/ Wieckowski, AB 68/ Ting, AB
881 / Bloom, AB 587/ Friedman, and AB 671/ Friedman)
Signed
15) Budget Reserves / Tax Expenditure Review
Tax Expenditures: Information: Requires any bill,
introduced on or after a specified date and that would
authorize a personal income or corporation tax
expenditure to contain specified goals, purposes, and
objectives, and sales and use tax exemptions. Provides
that any unauthorized use of any taxpayer information
collected is punishable as a misdemeanor. (AB 263/
Burke) Signed
Major Tax Expenditures: Review: Creates a nonpartisan Tax Expenditure Review Board to determine
assessments of major tax expenditures programs. The
bill chooses tax credits and sales tax exemptions that
have no metrics of efficacy associated with them, no
sunsetting provision, and result in reductions of tax
receipts of greater than $10 billion over 10 years. (SB
468 / Jackson) Vetoed
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Open Financial Statements Act: Creates the Open
Financial Statement Commission and requires it to
report to the Legislature regarding how to transition
state and local agencies' financial reporting to a
machine readable format. SB 598 would provide more
transparency for critical accounting documents.
Currently, CAFRs are provided in a PDF format. The bill
would repeal the Open Financial Statements Act as of
January 1, 2025. (SB 598/ Moorlach) Vetoed
16) Additional Issues

Department of Justice to combat underground
economic activities through a multiagency collaboration
to, among other things, pool resources, collaborate and
share data, prosecute violations, and recover state
revenue lost to the underground economy. The
Department of Justice , the California Department of
Tax and Fee Administration, and the Franchise Tax
Board is added to the required membership. Other
agencies outlined in the bill will be allowed to
participate in the pilot program. (AB 1296/ Gonzalez)
Signed

Pedicabs

Unclaimed Property

Pedicabs: Sunset Removal: Removes the January 1,
2020 sunset date on the law authorizing individuals on a
pedicab to consume alcohol on the pedicab. While
these bikes began operating in California prior to 2015,
riders were prohibited from drinking on them because
of the state's open container laws. SB 530 from 2015
authorized individuals to drink on the bikes so long as
they were authorized by local ordinance or resolution
and met certain safety conditions. (SB 543/ Pan) Signed

Unclaimed Property: Local Government Property:
Permits property reported to, and received by, the
Controller in the name of a state or local agency, as
defined, to be transferred by the Controller directly to
that agency without the filing of a claim. (AB 1637 /
Smith) Signed

Local Ballot Measures
Ballot Measures: Local Taxes: Perm its proponents of
a local initiative, or a local jurisdiction submitting a local
ballot measure, that imposes or increases a tax with
more than one rate, or authorizes the issuance of
bonds, to choose to include in the ballot label either the
estimate of the amount of money to be raised annually
and the rate and duration of the tax levied in
accordance with existing law or the phrase "See voter
guide for tax rate information." (SB 268/ Wiener)
Vetoed
Local Referenda: Withdrawal: Authorizes the
proponent of a county, municipal, or district
referendum to withdraw the referendum at any time
before the 88th day before the election, whether or not
the petition has already been found sufficient by the
elections official. (SB 681/ Stern) Signed

Independent Contractors
Independent Contractors: States the intent of the
Legislature to codify the decision in the case of
Dynamex Operations West, Inc. V. Superior Court of Los
Angeles and clarify its application. Provides that a
person providing labor or services for remuneration
shall be considered an employee rather than an
independent contractor unless the hiring entity
demonstrates otherwise. Examples of groups that can
maintain their independent contractor status includes
doctors, real estate agents, and hairdressers. Truckers,
commercial janitors, nail salon workers and gig
economy workers will be treated as employees under
AB 5. Shortly before AB 5’s final vote three major gig
employers vowed to commit at least $90 million to pass
a California ballot measure next year. (AB 5/ Gonzalez)
Signed
Please refer to http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/ for bill
information.

Underground Economy / Tax Gap
Tax Recovery in the Underground Economy: Expands
the membership and duties of the Joint Enforcement
Strike Force on the Underground Economy. The bill
would establish the Tax Recovery in the Underground
Economy Criminal Enforcement Program in the
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