COMMUNITY UPDATE
Prepared by City Manager David Kelley
October 11, 2019
City Manager’s Office
City Staff Responded to the Public Safety Power Shutoff (PSPS) that Affected the City: A significant
portion of staff’s time and energy this week was devoted to responding to the PSPS. Senior staff
participated in multiple situational calls coordinated by Sonoma County Office of Emergency Management
and internal meetings resulting in preparation of several press releases. Approximately half of the City of
Cloverdale experienced a power outage due to the PSPS. During the PSPS, Public Works functions
operated smoothly, using portable generators at the wastewater treatment plant and other locations
including certain water system pumps to ensure that infrastructure systems remained operational.
Luckily, the water treatment plant did not experience a power loss and there were no other major
reportable incidents that occurred as a result of the PSPS. Cloverdale schools were closed starting
Wednesday through Thursday. Overall, the City appears to have responded well to the PSPS. In order to
recoup costs associated with responding to the event, the City Manager signed a Disaster Proclamation
declaring a local emergency. A copy is attached. Staff will be scheduling a special meeting on Tuesday,
October 15th to enable the City Council to ratify the Emergency Proclamation signed by the City Manager.
City staff will continue to be diligent in monitoring the impact of the PSPS on the City and its residents.
Cloverdale High School Homecoming Parade Planned for on Friday, Oct 18th at 3 PM: Cloverdale
High School is planning to hold a Homecoming parade on Friday, Oct 18th at 3 PM. The Cloverdale
Chamber of Commerce is encouraging downtown businesses to decorate their windows for that week and
watch the parade on Friday, October 18th. The Chamber has a few posters left over from last year that
they are encouraging businesses to reuse. Following the homecoming parade, the Cloverdale Eagles
Football Team will be hosting Clearlake High School at the Cloverdale Football Field.

Finance and Administration

Annual Financial Audit is Underway: The annual audit of the City’s finances began on Monday this
week. Terry Krieg, the City’s auditor, was onsite performing the audit work. Finance staff was busy
finishing up the year-end closing process and compiling documents for the fiscal year 2018/2019 audit.
We look forward to Terry’s report.

Community Development

Cloverdale Chapter of Health Action Meeting this week: The Cloverdale
Chapter of Health Action met this week to discuss several topics. First on
the agenda was a discussion of Cloverdale’s smoking ordinance. The Chapter
decided to review the ordinance and discuss approaching the City Council
regarding potential amendments. Next on the agenda was a discussion of a
5k fun run that the Cloverdale Chapter of Health Action is organizing with a
$12,000 grant from Keiser Permeate. Many details still need to be worked out, but the event will be held
this spring. Also, on the agenda was a discussion of a free two-day training sponsored by St. Joseph’s
Health. The training entitled Connect, Capacity, and Change focuses on mental health issues and will be
conducted on October 16th and 18th at the Hanna Institute in Sonoma. Anyone interested should contact
Rebecca Ennis at becky@cloverdaleseniorcenter.com.
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Police
Cloverdale Police Department Coordinating Lunch with a Cop Program: Officer Nunez is
coordinating “Lunch with a Cop” sponsored by McDonald’s. As proposed, four students would participate
per quarter and would ride along and eat lunch with a cop. The lunches will take place during the
school’s regular lunchtime break so students won’t miss class time. This program is still in the process of
being fully developed so more detail will be provided in the future.

Jimmy the Cloverdale Police Department K9 Completed Training Cloverdale
Police Department K9 Jimmy (CPD K9) completed his K9 drug re-certification
through California Narcotics Canine Association (CNCA) on Tuesday October 8th,
with flying colors. Jimmy was accompanied by his handler Officer John Camara.
CNCA is recognized by the California Commission for Police Officer Standards and
Training (POST) as an organization dedicated solely toward enhancing the
professionalism and training of law enforcement canine teams.

Public Works & Engineering

City Staff to Apply Thermoplastic Striping on Board Street Parking
Area: The striping for the parking area on Broad Street has become
deteriorated. City Utility staff will begin applying thermoplastic striping to
the parking spaces on Broad Street starting Thursday. Prior to striping, it is
necessary to close the parking area.
“No Parking” signs will be placed on
Wednesday in advance of the
striping. Thermoplastic marking is
used for road surfaces that are
affected by weather (sun and rain)
conditions and high vehicle uses
because of its lasting durability,
retro-reflectivity, and the material is
thicker than paint.
New Downtown Signage Installed: Craig Johnson installed a new
information sign in front of the Chamber of Commerce this week. The “I”
sign is an international symbol for information. The sign was cleverly
installed on a swivel hinge designed to withstand any contact by tall
vehicles. Thanks to Craig for designing the swivel hinge and installing the
sign.
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Annual Stormwater System Clean Up: In accordance with the
City’s NPDES permit, the City Utility Crew is cleaning the storm drain
inlets along Cloverdale Blvd. Each year, just before the rainy season
begins, the City removes the sediment, leaves, trash, and the
occasional cell phone from our storm drains. Our storm drain system
drains directly to the Russian River. Removing this accumulated
debris keeps this material out of our river and keeps our streets from
flooding during rainstorms.

Parks & Recreation
Parks Maintenance Continues: Most seasonal park maintenance activities continue as normal during
this week of added fire danger precautionary measures.

1. First, the mowing of all City parks at the beginning of the week was made a priority. This is to
maintain a lawn height conducive to organized sports played on these fields.
2. A significant effort is underway this week at the 2nd Street City
Park to perform preventative maintenance pruning. Economy Tree
Service has a licensed Arborist aiding the Cloverdale City Arborist
in identifying hazardous trees in the park that are potential risks
for limb drop. A total of 40 trees were evaluated and pruned
accordingly by removing all dead wood and struggling hazardous
limbs that were failing. It is critical that this is done annually,
especially with increasing traffic and unpredictable weather
patterns. Special attention was paid around playground structures,
identifying any specific risks.

3. Regarding the planned power outage, parks staff was proactive in
interdepartmental collaboration to anticipate individual needs per
department. Parks staff turned off all irrigation systems to aid in
conserving water. Water will remain shut off in all parks until
power is restored. Temporary signage was posted in and around
the parks and parks facilities notifying the public that facilities will
not be available after dark due to power outage. Local sports
leagues were notified of the temporary changes.

4. A significant irrigation repair was performed at Furber Park. Parks staff located a malfunctioning
service irrigation valve in the driveway near the restrooms. The valve was replaced and will be
functional when power is restored.
5. Lastly, a group of high school students looking to volunteer and accumulate the required community
service hours to graduate pitched in at our local parks. They were busy at the Second Street City park
raking leaves and spreading mulch. This activity will continue into next week.
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