COMMUNITY UPDATE
Prepared by City Manager David Kelley
September 20, 2019
City Manager’s Office
Sonoma Clean Power Held a Ribbon Cutting to Celebrate New Solar Array Installed in Cloverdale:
Sonoma Clean Power (SCP), the public electricity provider for Sonoma and Mendocino counties,
celebrated the recent completion of a new 1 MW solar project in Cloverdale that is now generating power
for SCP’s customers. This is the third local solar project to be completed through SCP’s feed-in tariff
program, ProFIT. On Wednesday, September 18th, Sonoma Clean Power held a ribbon cutting ceremony
for a newly installed ground mounted solar array on private property near the western terminus of Kelly
Road in southwest Cloverdale. The project includes 4,060 solar panels and will generate an average of 2.3
Million kWhs of energy per day. Mayor and SCP Board member Melanie Bagby announced the project at
the ribbon cutting. A drone video of the Cloverdale Solar Project is found here. A copy of SCP’s official
press release is attached below.

Sonoma County Declares Climate Emergency: Sonoma County partnered with the Regional Climate
Protection Authority to fight the climate crisis. On Tuesday, September 17, 2019, the Sonoma County
Board of Supervisors formally joined cities including the City of Cloverdale, counties, and countries across
the world in declaring a climate emergency, establishing climate as a top priority. A copy of Sonoma
County’s Press-Release is attached.

Bureau of Cannabis Control Publishes Requirements for Advertising Commercial Cannabis: The
Bureau of Cannabis Control recently published two notices outlining the existing statutory and regulatory
requirements for all advertising or promoting of commercial cannabis by licensees and non-licensees in
the state of California. Failure to comply with the requirements for advertising may lead to significant
financial penalties, as well as suspension or revocation of a license. Both commercial cannabis advertising
notices can be found on the “Licensees & Consumers” page of Bureau’s website, or on the “General
Resources” page of the California Cannabis Portal. The notices may also be accessed by clicking the links
below:
1. Notice Regarding Advertising of Commercial Cannabis
2. Notice Regarding Advertising of Commercial Cannabis by Non-Licensees
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Finance and Administration
Finance Department is Preparing for Cannabis Audits: Finance staff working with HdL Companies is
gearing up for cannabis businesses compliance audits. The cost of the audit is included in the annual
cannabis permit fee paid by cannabis businesses and is intended to help with business ensure compliance
with both local and state laws. HdL’s Cannabis Services team has extensive experience in consulting and
implementing medical and adult-use cannabis regulatory programs to tax compliance.

Cloverdale High Students Working at City Hall: Cloverdale Unified School District has a requirement
that each student contributes 15 hours of volunteer work per school year. To help fulfill this requirement,
Susie Holmes, Finance Director, is working on a procedure to allow high school students to meet their
community requirement by working with City staff.
Finance Department Releasing Request for Proposals (RFP) for Auditing Services: Finance staff will
be issuing an RFP for auditing services early next week. The contract term with the City’s current audit
firm, Terry E Krieg, has ended. While staff enjoyed a wonderful working relationship with Mr. Krieg, and
has been satisfied with the services, Assembly Bill No. 1345 limits the number of years the City can hire
the same auditing firm. Therefore, staff is seeking audit proposals to ensure we obtain competitive pricing
and high-quality services.

Office of the State Controller Auditor Coming to Cloverdale: Cecilia Michaels an auditor with the Office
of the State Controller, Local Government, Gas Tax Audits will be at City Hall Monday, September
23rd. She will be preparing for the 2018-19 Annual Street Report. The process will include an
examination of the City’s gas tax funds to ensure the expenditures and revenues were booked
appropriately.

Community Development

State Senator,
Scott Weiner
delivered the
key note
address
focusing on
housing
production.

Community Development Staff Attended the Annual
California Planning Conference: Assistant City
Manager/Community Development Director Kevin
Thompson, and Associate Planner Rafael Miranda
wrapped up their attendance at the California Chapter
of the American Planning Association conference this
week. A major theme of the conference was housing
production. California faces a major housing shortage,
and many of the sessions discussed ways to help
mitigate the problem. State Senator Scott Wiener
provided an open keynote speech, where he outlined
his vision for an increase in housing production
through several bills he has sponsored. Many sessions
were dedicated to the upcoming 6th Housing Element
Cycle, set to kick off next year. A new, more
complicated, mythology for achieving a certified
Housing Element has been adopted by the Department
of Housing and Community Development. This will
require additional work by Cities and Counties. SB2
Grants, as discussed at the September 11th Council
meeting, were also a common topic. More to come on all
these topics soon.
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Public Works & Engineering
City of Cloverdale Hosting Meeting of the Russian
River Regional Monitoring Program (R3MP) Board
Meeting on October 3, 2019: The City of Cloverdale, in
association with Russian River Watershed Association
(RRWA) and the North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board (NCRWQCB) will be hosting the
October 3, 2019 meeting of the Russian River Regional Monitoring Program (R3MP) board meeting. The
R3MP’s goal is to develop a coordinated, standardized, cost effective monitoring program that collects
data and communicates information about surface water quality in the Russian River Watershed for the
purpose of addressing management questions driven by regulatory goals and objectives. The City of
Cloverdale is a member agency of RRWA along with ten other member agencies. The meeting is planned
to be held at the Cloverdale Performing Arts Center (CPAC). CPAC staff have confirmed the date and
timeslot. Hosting the RRWA R3MP Board meeting at the CPAC helps the City meet the requirements for
the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) MS4 (storm water) permit as an in-lieu
contribution to public outreach. There is no cost to the City for this contribution. The Regional Board will
make the official announcement regarding the venue at the end of this week.

City of Cloverdale Participated in the Russian River
Watershed Association Fiesta de Independencia Event
Held on Sunday September 15, 2019: On Sunday
September 15th from 1:00pm to 7:00pm Russian River
Watershed Association (RRWA) members hosted an
outreach booth at the Luther Burbank Center for the Arts
for a Mexican Independence Day Cultural Celebration, the
10th annual “Fiesta de Independencia”. Councilmembers
Marta Cruz and Jason turner participated in the event along
with City Engineer Mark Rincon. Attached is a write up
from City of Santa Rosa staff.

Asphalt Patch Installed on S. Cloverdale
Blvd Adjacent to New Residential
Development at 699 S. Cloverdale Blvd.: On
Tuesday, September 17th he final asphalt patch
was poured for the portion of the S. Cloverdale
Boulevard located adjacent to the new
apartment complex recently competed at 699
South Cloverdale Blvd. The patch addresses the
various “cuts” that were made in the road rightof-way during construction of the project. The
newly poured asphalt was installed by Duran
Paving and Grading on behalf of the Schellinger
Brothers who developed the adjacent
residential project. The work was inspected by Public Works staff Senior Engineering Tech. Eric Janzen.
The project will now be eligible for a final Certificate of Occupancy from the Building Department. Thank
you Eric for your diligence to ensure this improvement was completed!
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Parks & Recreation

Parks Maintenance Update: This week the Parks Dept
tackled several different projects throughout all Parks and
L&L Districts.

1. Parks staff began the week with maintenance in all City
Parks, including, collecting garbage and debris from
weekend events and changing all the black can liners
along the downtown Cloverdale Blvd corridor.
Cloverdale River Park took more time due to larger
amounts of trash and Parks staff collected trash and
debris multiple times during the week, along the trail.

2. Parks staff assisted the Streets Department undertake leak
repairs on a water service line leak. Park staff made it a priority
to assist the Water Team get the water turned back on for
residents as quickly as possible.
3. The highlight for Parks staff was completing scheduled
seasonal maintenance at Sunrise Hills L&L District. This
consisted of pruning ornamental Pear trees, cutting back all
ground cover encroaching on sidewalk, removing all dead and
struggling vegetation, replacing removed vegetation with
varieties better suited to the heavy clay soil, and significant
time dedicated to the length of the Sunrise Hills trail.

4. The Cloverdale Police Department reported a fallen tree
over railroad tracks near the Cemetery. The tree was cut up and
hauled away to maintain access and visibility for law
enforcement and emergency services.

5. The week concluded with seasonal reprogramming of all
irrigation controllers due to cooler temps and shorter days.
Water use will be reduced approximately 35%.
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Kate Kelly, Director of Public Relations/
Sonoma Clean Power
kkelly@sonomacleanpower.org |
707.978.3468

Sonoma Clean Power Completes Third Local Renewable Energy Project in Cloverdale
SCP Hosts Ribbon Cutting Ceremony for New 1 MW Cloverdale Solar Center

###
About Sonoma Clean Power
Sonoma Clean Power is the public electricity provider for Sonoma and Mendocino counties. SCP’s services
and programs are practical, affordable, and inclusive, empowering everyone to be part of the transition
toward a clean energy future. To learn more, visit sonomacleanpower.org or call 1 (855) 202‐2139.
About Enerparc
Enerparc has been developing, financing, and building distributed utility projects since 2008. Enerparc is the
expert in developing, engineering, building, and operating utility‐scale photovoltaic (PV) systems. The
company is one of the top global solar developers, with over 2,200 megawatts connected to electrical grids
worldwide.
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Sonoma County Declares Climate Emergency

County partners with Regional Climate Protection Authority to fight the climate crisis
Santa Rosa, CA – Today, the Sonoma County Board of Supervisors formally joined
cities, counties, and countries across the world in declaring a climate emergency,
establishing this issue as a top priority. Over 1,000 local governments representing 219
million people in 19 countries have issued resolutions to solidify their commitment to
mobilizing an emergency response commensurate with the scale of the climate crisis.
“Climate change is the most critical issue we face today and we universally are not
acting fast enough to avert substantial damage to the economy, environment, and
human health in the coming decades,” said Board of Supervisors Chair David Rabbitt.
“On a local level, we continue to experience extreme climate-related events, including
six years of recent droughts, devastating wildfires, and severe flooding. This resolution
commits us to reevaluate our existing policies through the lens of a climate emergency
and to work with our employees and residents to take action to prevent the distressing
impacts of the climate crisis.”
The adopted resolution includes a directive to partner with Sonoma County’s Regional
Climate Protection Authority (RCPA) to fight climate change by developing and
implementing the 2030 Climate Emergency Mobilization Strategy. The Strategy will
identify key local actions, including a list of the most impactful local policies to drive
system changes and identify key areas for state level advocacy.
Sonoma County remains the only county in the United States to create a regional
authority to coordinate and support climate action countywide. Formed in 2009, RCPA
collaborates with local agencies on setting goals, pooling resources, and formalizing
partnerships to create local solutions that complement state, federal, and private sector
actions to reduce emissions of greenhouse gases.

In addition to a partnership with RCPA, the County will capitalize on strategies
identified in the Recovery & Resiliency Framework, adopted by the Board of
Supervisors in December, 2018, to address the climate crisis. The Framework serves as a
long-term vision for a resilient future with five strategic areas, including Community
Preparedness and Infrastructure, Housing, Economy, Safety Net Services, and Natural
Resources. The County will work to prioritize the implementation goals in the
Framework that support efforts to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, mitigate climate
change impacts, and promote climate resiliency.
Immediate next steps include development of possible actions to be considered at the
Board of Supervisors’ Strategic Priorities discussion on January 28, 2020 along with
other Strategic Priorities for 2020.
###

Russian River Watershed Association Mexican Outreach Event Sunday September 15th, 2019
On Sunday September 15th from 1:00pm to 7:00pm Russian River Watershed Association
(RRWA) members hosted an outreach booth at the Luther Burbank Center for the Arts for a Mexican
Independence Day Cultural Celebration, the 10th annual “Fiesta de Independencia”.
The cultural event had good music, delicious food and wonderful dance with cultural attire
hosted on the main stage, outreach booths and a car show that supplemented the performances. It was
a large event with several thousand attendees. Most attendees were Spanish speaking members of the
community; Cloverdale Councilmember Marta Cruz and City of Cloverdale Employee Mark Rincon’s
bilingual abilities were a crucial part of our messaging to the key demographic of this outreach event.
Roughly 500 to 600 people were reached with our “Only Rain Down the Drain” and “Streets to
Creeks” messaging when they engaged with our booth. Most visitors were children of young families
and retirees who spun our outreach wheel then answered outreach questions in order to “win” an
outreach prize. Outreach messaging was reinforced by collateral that focused on our “Only Rain Down
the Drain” and “Streets to Creeks” pollution prevention. Giveaways and prizes ranged from coloring
books, pencils, stickers and erasers for children; to gardening gloves, tote bags, car wash buckets and
rags, and pet waste bags. Some of the lead in questions asked were: “Is biodegradable soap harmful to
aquatic wildlife? Can you name a creek near your home? What is the difference between a storm drain
and sewer drain? How can you protect your local creeks? And, what is your favorite animal that lives in a
creek? These outreach questions were used to foster further discussion on the importance of protecting
our storm water system that in turn protects our creeks and waterways.
Future outreach at this specific event should continue to prioritize having bilingual volunteers
assist with staffing the booth for the duration of the event. Their presence was critical towards outreach
to Spanish speaking only members of our community. Special thanks to the member agencies that
helped make this event possible including the Cities of Cloverdale, Healdsburg, Cotati, Santa Rosa,
Windsor, and support from Russian River Watershed Association.
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About Us
Founded in 1983, the HdL Companies are dedicated to helping cities, counties, and special
districts achieve their financial goals. We provide solutions to help you increase efficiency,
enhance revenue streams, and plan effective economic strategies.

Cannabis Consulting
Our cannabis services team has experience implementing medicinal and adult use
cannabis regulatory programs including land-use regulations and permit processes,
developing regulatory ordinances, staffing plans, cost recovery fees, business tax fees,
and audit programs to ensure businesses are maintaining regulatory and tax compliance.
Our team has unparalleled experience, having conducted over 10,000 cannabis
compliance inspections and investigations in California, Colorado and Nevada.

Management Support Services
HdL offers subject matter expertise and technical support to assist with implementation
and administration of your Cannabis Management Program. Services include assisting
agency staff on all issues related to cannabis tax policies, fiscal analysis, legislation,
regulatory ordinances, and providing best practices for compliance with state and
local laws.

Application Process Implementation
Implementing a successful application process for retail, cultivation, manufacturing,
micro-business, and distribution facilities can be overwhelming. HdL collaborates with
your staff to facilitate a smooth application process, and assists with application reviews
and final recommendations. Our proven and transparent processes meet all legal
standards set forth by the Medicinal and Adult-Use Cannabis Regulation and Safety Act
(MAUCRSA) and all applicable state and local laws.

Cost Recovery and Fiscal Analysis
HdL will help you establish programs to recover costs associated with the development
and implementation of your cannabis management program. Our fiscal reports present
tax options for the various types of cannabis businesses and develop strategies that
balance economic benefits with agency strategic goals and industry success.

Tax Administration
HdL is the most widely selected local tax solution provider. Rest easy and allow our team
to manage all aspects of your cannabis tax administration, or utilize our market-leading
local tax software to empower your team for successful program implementation.

714.879.5000 | hdlcompanies.com
120 S. State College Blvd., Suite 200, Brea, CA 92821

