COMMUNITY UPDATE
Prepared by City Manager David Kelley
July 19, 2019
City Manager’s Office
City of Cloverdale Recruiting for City Clerk: The City of Cloverdale is seeking a highly qualified,
professional to fill the City Clerk position. Key job responsibilities for this position include the production,
publication, and maintenance of City records, legislative agendas, and minutes relating to City Council,
Planning Commission, Subcommittees and other board and commission activities. The City Clerk job flier
is located here.

Sonoma County Office of Recovery & Resiliency Planning an Emergency Preparedness Day, on
Sunday, September 8, 2019 from 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. at the Sonoma County Fairgrounds, Saralee &
Richard's Barn: The event referred to as Sonoma Ready Day will offer emergency resources,
demonstrations, short lectures, emergency vehicle displays and tools to educate and empower
community members to withstand and recover from emergencies. The event will be focused on
preparedness as well as health and wellness best practices. Resource tables and lectures will be hosted by
first responders, community leaders, health professionals and local and state agencies. Admission and
parking are free and there will be food trucks on-site for food purchases, as well as activities for kids.

Sonoma Clean Power Offering Free Energy-Efficient Technology
Upgrades for Homes and Businesses: Sonoma Clean Power (SCP), the
local Community Choice energy provider, is offering free energy-efficient
technology upgrades for homes and businesses in Sonoma and
Mendocino Counties. SCP is currently recruiting participants for a study
on energy-saving technology in which homes and businesses will receive
free energy-efficient equipment. The study is part of SCP’s Lead Locally
program which is funded through a grant from the California Energy
Commission, along with additional support from SCP. The program aims
to develop strategies to double energy efficiency in existing buildings and
measure the results of the prospective technologies, prior to launching
future customer programs. SCP will base future incentive programs for
our customers on the invaluable feedback they receive from this study.
Participation requests can be submitted by visiting the Lead Locally
program page on SCP’s website. For more information, please see the
press release below.

New Community Message Board Installed at City Hall: The City
partnered with the Chamber of Commerce on the purchase of a new
message board. City staff member Craig Johnson installed the new
message board this week in front of City Hall immediately north of
the main entrance stairs. The Message board will be managed by
the Chamber and will be utilized to prominently display
information and community event flyers. The new message board
will help convey important event information to the public that is
currently placed in the Chamber’s Office Window.
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Finance and Administration
Finance Director Susie Holmes on Vacation: Finance Director Susie Holmes will be out of the office on
vacation from July 22 through August 4th returning on Monday August 5th. In Susie’s absence, please
contact Shannon Peterson, Finance & HR Analyst at (707) 894-1711 or by e-mail here.

Community Development

Developer Submits Planning Application for Taylor Lynn Apartments Phase II: The property owner
and developer Ledson Development, of the apartment project, that recently broke ground at 701 S.
Cloverdale Boulevard submitted an application to construct a very similar project at 669 – 679 S.
Cloverdale Boulevard. Entitlements necessary to approve the project include Major Design Review,
General Plan Map Amendment, Zoning Map Amendment and Lot Merger.
Metropolitan Transportation Commission (MTC) Provided Updated Requirements for Priority
Development Areas: MTC has updated
eligibility requirements for Priority
Development Areas (PDAs) and has created a
new designation call Priority Production
Areas (PPAs). Criteria for Priority
Conservation Areas (PCAs) is unchanged.
Cities and counties may submit Letters of
Interest to establish new PDAs, PCAs and
PPAs. The new PDA designations are
dependent on the type and frequency of
transit service and VMT reducing policies. All
PDAs must be within and urbanized area and
have a specific, precise, or equivalent Plan for
housing and job growth adopted, or to be
adopted no later than 2025. Attached is
memo from the Sonoma County
Transportation Authority that summarizes
MTC changes.

Metropolitan Transportation Commission (MTC) Released
Draft Regional Bicycle and Pedestrian Count Guidelines: The
Metropolitan Transportation Commission (MTC) recently released
DRAFT Regional Pedestrian and Bicycle Count guidelines for future
counts. MTC is requesting stakeholder comments on the draft
guidelines. Staff participated in workshops held this past week in
Fremont and San Francisco via webinar in anticipation of the comment and feedback due date of August
8, 2019. Primary reasons for conducting bicycle and pedestrian counts include: before and after the
construction of infrastructure projects, traffic studies for incoming developments, modeling travel modes
for forecasting future travel demand, and observing count volumes and behavior for community
engagement efforts aimed to improve safety and comfort for pedestrians and bicyclists. The goal of these
pedestrian and bicycle count guidelines is to be able to determine pedestrian and bicycle volumes for a
range of roadway types throughout the Bay Area. Please find attached a copy of a memorandum that
outlines methods to guide public agencies, count collection companies, and other interested community
organizations to accurately and effectively count pedestrians and bicyclists in the Bay Area region.
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The Boulevard Apartments Nearing Completion: This week, the Planning Department completed a
final inspection of some of the exterior elements of the 21-unit (plus 1 managers residence) project
located at 693 – 699 S. Cloverdale Boulevard. Although a Planning Department final inspection does not
typically include interior elements, staff was able to take a peak at one furnished unit that the property
owners will be utilizing for showing purposes to potential tenants.

Police
Cloverdale Police Department Invites Community to Swearing -in
Ceremony for Jason Ferguson as the New Police Chief: The
Community is invited to a swearing in ceremony for Jason Ferguson as
the new Chief of Police for the City of Cloverdale on Monday, August 5,
2019.
The details for the ceremony are as follows:

Place: Cloverdale Performing Arts Center
209 N. Cloverdale Blvd.
Date: Monday, August 5, 2019
Time: 10:00 am

Light refreshments will be served. Please RSVP to (707) 894-2150.
A copy of the event flier is attached.
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Cloverdale Police Department Participates in
Naloxone Project to Reduce Opioid Overdose Deaths:
The Cloverdale Police Department has joined a number of
other local law enforcement agencies and others across
the nation who are now trained to administer Nasal
Naloxone (also known as Narcan) in an effort to decrease
deaths from opiate overdoses. Recently, the police
department took advantage of a State of California’s
Program through the California Department of Health Care
Services (DHCS) that allows public safety agencies to
receive free doses of the Narcan product. The Naloxone
Distribution Project (NDP) is funded by SAMHSA and
administered by DHCS to combat opioid overdose-related deaths throughout California. The NDP aims to
address the opioid crisis by reducing opioid overdose deaths through the provision of free naloxone, in its
nasal spray formulation. Attached is a copy of a Press-Release issued by Interim Chief Bob Stewart about
the Police Department’s participation in the NDP.
Cloverdale Police Department Plans National Night Out Event: National Night Out is an annual
community-building campaign that promotes police-community partnerships and camaraderie to make
our neighborhoods safer, more caring places to live. National Night Out enhances the relationship
between residents and law enforcement while bringing back a true sense of community. Lori Smith,
Dispatcher with the Cloverdale Police Department designed event flyers for the Police Department’s
National Night Out Event. A press release and copy of the flyer and was sent out last week by Sgt Parker
in both Spanish and English. Information was also posted on the City of Cloverdale website with links for
visitors to view and print an event flyer. A batch of flyers (two sided so both English and Spanish are
available on page) have been printed and put in the lobby of the Police Dept and at City Hall. A copy of the
Press Release and both versions of the event flyer are attached.

Parks & Recreation

Broken Window at the Furber Park Snack Shack: While opening
the parks on Tuesday morning, Park staff noticed a broken window at
Furber Park snack shack. Parks staff notified the police department
immediately upon finding the vandalism. It appears vandals used a
wheel from one of the dumpsters to break the window. Our staff
promptly removed what was left of the window and the broken glass.
The window opening was boarded with plywood until replacement is
completed. Parks staff will temporarily board the window until we
can get a quote to replace the glass.

Parks Department Continues Maintenance Activities and Projects throughout the City Parks and
L&L districts:
1. This work week began with extra cleanup at the 2nd St. City Park. Numerous events/parties we’re
held over the weekend which added to regular maintenance activities. We encourage the community
to consider their surroundings while enjoying our public spaces and make an effort to pitch in and
collect their trash/debris post-event. This prevents hazards where children play between park
maintenance over the busy weekends.
P.O. Box 217 • 124 North Cloverdale Blvd. • Cloverdale, CA 95425-0217
Telephone (707) 894-1701 • www.cloverdale.net

WEEKLY COMMUNITY UPDATE

5

2. Weed abatement was performed at the Cottages between Grape Gables and Douglas Fir, as well as
Thymes Square. Summer pruning was performed in the Vineyards between Mount Diablo and
Moonlight Circle in the Sunrise Hills districts. Irrigation repairs were made at Vintage Meadows park.
Several sprinklers needed to be replaced due to wear/tear.
3. Lastly, the Parks Dept. staff continues the Blvd Corridor plant
replacement project. This week we worked on the raised stone
planters in front of Copper Towers. We began by removing
struggling plants, replacing the irrigation, adding new soil,
installing root and weed barriers, and placing new plants from
an approved list intended specifically for this area. Southern
Magnolias, Spanish Lavender, and Salvia Lucantha. See before
and after pictures.

P.O. Box 217 • 124 North Cloverdale Blvd. • Cloverdale, CA 95425-0217
Telephone (707) 894-1701 • www.cloverdale.net
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Kate Kelly, Director of Public Relations/Sonoma Clean Power
kkelly@sonomacleanpower.org | 707.978.3468

Energy‐Saving Upgrades Available to Eligible Homes and Businesses in Sonoma
and Mendocino Counties
Sonoma Clean Power Seeks Participants for its Lead Locally Program
(SANTA ROSA, CA) – Sonoma Clean Power (SCP), the public electricity provider for Sonoma and Mendocino
Counties, is currently recruiting participants for a study on energy‐saving technology in which homes and
businesses will receive free energy‐efficient equipment.
The study is part of SCP’s Lead Locally program which is funded through a grant from the California Energy
Commission, along with additional support from SCP. The program aims to develop strategies to double
energy efficiency in existing buildings and measure the results of the prospective technologies, prior to
launching future customer programs.
“SCP wants to bring the right technologies to our community that can move us toward a cleaner energy
future. Before we launch any potential rebate or incentive programs, we want to know what our community
thinks,” said Chad Asay, the Programs Manager for Lead Locally.
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Cloverdale Police Department
112 Broad Street

Cloverdale, CA 95425

Robert Stewart, Chief of Police

Phone: (707) 894-2150

Fax: (707) 894-5203

PRESS RELEASE

NATIONAL NIGHT OUT
CONTACT INFORMATION
OFFICER MARCOS PEREZ
SERGEANT CHRIS PARKER

GENERAL INFORMATION
TUESDAY, AUGUST 6, 2019
7:00PM TO 10:00PM
DOWNTOWN CITY PLAZA
122 N CLOVERDALE BLVD.

National Night Out is an annual community-building campaign that promotes police-community
partnerships and camaraderie to make our neighborhoods safer, more caring places to live.
National Night Out enhances the relationship between residents and law enforcement while
bringing back a true sense of community. NATW.ORG Project Coordinator said “National
Night Out showcases the vital importance of police-community partnerships and citizen
involvement. When law enforcement and the community work closely together, some amazing
things can happen.”
Cities and neighborhoods are invited to join 16 thousand communities from all 50 states, U.S.
territories and military bases across our nation by locking their doors, turning on their front porch
lights, and spending their evenings outside with their neighbors and law enforcement. During
Cloverdale’s 3rd Annual National Night Out event residents, business owners, and visitors are
invited to gather with first responders and public service providers to promote crime prevention
awareness, public safety, and neighbor unity.
We invite everyone to join us on Tuesday, August 6, 2019, from 7:00 pm to 10:00 pm, for an
evening of free food and fun! Take a tour of the police department, play games with police
officers and fire department personnel, check out police equipment and vehicles and enjoy free
hot dogs and cold drinks. End your evening relaxing with popcorn and an outdoor family movie
in the Plaza.
Thank you to our sponsors The Clover Theater, Grocery Outlet, Dollar General, and Dahlia &
Sage Community Market.
For more information, visit the NATW.ORG and Cloverdale.net.

Todos están invitados para
acompañar el Departmento de
Policía de Cloverdale para la
National Night Out. Una noche
para que se reúne la comunidad.

Plaza de la Ciudad
Centro de Cloverdale

Martes, 6 de Augusto, 2019
7:00pm to 10:00pm


Conozca y salude al nuevo jefe de policía



Recorre la estación de policía y vea nuevo equipo



Comparta la noche con los policías, el personal
de bomberos, y despachadores del 9-1-1



Disfruta de un evento familiar
PELICULA GRATIS AL AIRE LIBRE EN LA PLAZA
“LOS INCREIBLES”
TRIAGA UNA SILLA O MANTA
LA PELICULA COMIENCZA A LAS 8:10PM

Alimentos y bebidas
Mientras duren las reservas
National Night Out se observa
anualmente el primer martes de
Agosto. Es una compaña nacional para
promover colaboración entre la policía y
la comunidad.

Un agradecimiento especial a nuestros patrociandores!

Everyone is invited to join the
Cloverdale Police Department
for the Third Annual
National Night Out
Community Gathering

City Plaza
Downtown Cloverdale

Tuesday, August 6, 2019
7:00pm to 10:00pm


“Meet and Greet” with the Chief of Police



Tour the police station and see new equipment



Hang out with police officers, fire personnel, and
9-1-1 dispatchers



Enjoy a family friendly event

Free outdoor movie in the Plaza
“The Incredibles”
Bring a chair or blanket
Movie starts at 8:10pm

Food and drinks
while supplies last
National Night Out is observed annually
on the first Tuesday in August.
It is a campaign to promote
police - community partnerships.

A special thank you to our sponsors!

Cloverdale Police Department
112 Broad Street

•

Cloverdale, CA 95425

•

Robert Stewart, Chief of Police
Phone: (707) 894-2150

•

Fax: (707) 894-5203

Press Release
Narcan Opioid-Reversing Drug Implementation

Date:
July 15, 2019
Issued by: Robert Stewart, Chief of Police
The Cloverdale Police Department has joined a number of other local law enforcement
agencies and others across the nation who are now trained to administer Nasal
Naloxone (also known as Narcan) in an effort to decrease deaths from opiate
overdoses. Recently, the police department took advantage of a State of California’s
Program that allows public safety agencies to receive free doses of the Narcan product.
This acquisition was followed by having all of the police officers trained in its use by
Thomas Hinrichs, CEO of the Cloverdale Health Care District Ambulance.
Originally, the focus of the program was to equip the officers with the opioid-reversing
nasal spray when responding to a drug overdose calls. However, another important
aspect of carrying Narcan is the potential for saving an officer’s life due to exposure.
An accidental needle stick can cause a police officer to ingest heroin, and Fentanyl, a
synthetic opioid that is much more powerful than heroin, comes in a powder. If that
powder becomes airborne, someone who breathes it in or gets it on the skin without
washing it off promptly can also overdose. While administering Narcan is anticipated to
be infrequent, the police department is now equipped to do so when necessary.

Memorandum
To:

Planning staff members

From:

Janet Spilman, Planning Director

Re:

Update for existing PDAs – information for NEW PDAs and PPAs to follow.

Date:

July 18, 2019

MTC has updated eligibility requirements for Priority Development Areas (PDAs) and has created a
new designation call Priority Production Areas (PPAs). Criteria for Priority Conservation Areas (PCAs)
is unchanged. Cities and counties may submit Letters of Interest to establish new PDAs, PCAs and
PPAs. Park districts may submit LOIs to establish PCAs only – here Letter of Interest: Priority
Conservation Area 1 .

The new PDA designations are dependent on the type and frequency of transit service and VMT
reducing policies. All PDAs must be within and urbanized area and have a specific, precise, or
equivalent Plan for housing and job growth adopted, or to be adopted no later than 2025.
Attached is MTC summary of changes.
Below is information for existing Sonoma County PDAs. To follow will be information for potential
new PDAs and PPAs.

EXISTING PDAS
TRANSIT RICH PDAS
According to MTC these four PDAs are in transit rich areas and
do not require action if the jurisdiction does not want changes.
•

Petaluma Central, Turning Basin/Lower Reach

•

Santa Rosa Downtown Station Area

•

North Santa Rosa Station

•

Windsor Station Area/Downtown Specific Area Plan

Action required
No action required.

1

CRITERIA FOR TRANSIT RICH
PDAS

• Within urbanized area, and
• Specific, precise, or
equivalent Plan for housing
and job growth adopted, or to
be adopted no later than 2025,
and
• The majority of land is within
one-half mile of an existing or
planned rail station, ferry
terminal, or intersection of 2 or
more bus routes with peak
headways of 15 minutes or
less. (Meets state definition for
Transit Priority Area)

Go to the MTC website https://www.planbayarea.org/2050-plan/plan-bay-area-2050/2019-

priority-area-call-letters-interest for more information and background.
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CONNECTED COMMUNITY PDAS
The designation of Connected Community PDA is where
most of Sonoma County PDAs (off of the SMART rail line) fit
best.
•

Cloverdale Downtown/SMART Transit Area

•

Cotati Downtown and Cotati Depot

•

Rohnert Park Central Rohnert Park

•

Rohnert Park Sonoma Mountain Village

•

Sebastopol

•

Santa Rosa Roseland

•

Santa Rosa Sebastopol Road Corridor

•

Mendocino Ave./Santa Rosa Ave. Corridor 2

Core Area

Action required
Transit Requirement
SCTA staff will work with city staff do determine
appropriate transit options and will send LOC to MTC by
September 16, 2019.

CRITERIA FOR CONNECTED
COMMUNITY PDAS
• Within urbanized area, and
• Specific, precise, or equivalent Plan
for housing and job growth
adopted, or to be adopted no later
than 2025, and
• The majority of land is within ½
mile of an existing or planned bus
line with headways of no more
than 30 minutes in peak periods,
and
• One of the following:
o Located in a High Resource
Area (HRA) as defined by
the California Department
of Housing and Community
Development (HCD), or
o Adoption, or commitment
to adopt, two or more
policies shown to reduce
vehicle miles traveled
(VMT)

VMT Reducing Policies
Option A
A1. Parking and Transportation Demand Management (PTDM) Ordinance
A2. Citywide Impact Fee
Option B
B1. Vision Zero/Safety Plan (Note that Sonoma County Department of Health and SCTA have
received a grant the develop and adopt a county-wide Vision Zero Plan by 2021.)
B2. Bicycle/Pedestrian Infrastructure Plan
Option C
Another policy or plan documented by research to achieve significant VMT reduction

This PDA also requires a Specific, precise, or equivalent Plan for housing and job growth adopted, or to be adopted
no later than 2025.

2

Follow the link here Letter of Confirmation: PDA VMT-Reduction Policies for LOC form and detailed
policy options. PDA VMT-reduction letters of confirmation, are due by January 15, 2020. City
Managers or Administrators should send forms and any attachments to pdas@bayareametro.gov .

NEW PDAs, PPAs

MEMORANDUM
DATE

July 12, 2019

TO

Lee Huo, Metropolitan Transportation Commission

FROM

Michael Nilsson and Abraham Sheppard, PlaceWorks

SUBJECT DRAFT Regional Pedestrian and Bicycle Count Guidelines

Overview of Draft Regional Pedestrian and Bicycle Count Guidelines
This memorandum includes methods to guide public agencies, count collection companies, and other
interested community organizations to accurately and effectively count pedestrians and bicyclists in the
Bay Area region, and is organized in the following manner:
•

Introduction to MTC Regional Pedestrian and Bicycle Count Program – Describes the effort MTC
has undertaken in the Regional Pedestrian and Bicycle Count Program since 2016 to advance
strategies in the collection and storage of walking and biking data, including primary goals of
the program and items for near-term implementation.

•

Purpose of Developing Regional Bicycle and Pedestrian Count Guidelines – Selected as a nearterm item for implementation, this section describes the process undertaken by MTC to
develop consistent guidelines for counting pedestrians and bicyclists in the region. This includes
an analysis of nationwide best practices in Fall 2018 and a survey of Bay Area agencies and
organizations about current practices and goals in Spring 2019. From this research and input,
guidelines have been developed that advance regional goals and satisfy the needs of public
agencies and other interested organizations conducting counts.

•

Determining the Purpose of Counts and Type of Counts to be Conducted – Primary reasons for
conducting pedestrian and bicycle counts in the Bay Area region include: before-and-after the
construction of infrastructure projects, traffic studies for incoming developments, modeling
travel modes for forecasting future travel demand, and observing count volumes and behavior
for community engagement efforts aimed to improve safety and comfort for pedestrians and
bicyclists. This section also lists methods Bay Area agencies and organizations utilize to collect
counts, which include collecting counts manually or utilizing automated equipment for a short
duration (e.g., counting in one location for a period of 2-3 hours or through a period of 2
weeks), or collecting counts through automated equipment on a continuous basis (e.g.,
counting in one location continuously over a period of a year). To best guide organizations that

are interested in counting pedestrians and bicyclists, recommendations are provided on what
type of count method best accomplishes the collection of counts depending on its purpose.
•

Guidelines to Conduct Pedestrian and Bicycle Counts – Building on the guidance provided in the
selection of appropriate count methods based on one’s count purpose, further guidance is
provided to effectively collect counts manually and through automated equipment. For shortduration manual counts, guidance is provided on where, when and how to collect counts.
Additionally, recommendations are provided for the types of behavioral or demographic
characteristics to consider collecting through manual methods and the limitations on the
collection of such data. For counts collected through automated equipment, information is
provided on common types of equipment, including their ability to collect pedestrian and/or
bicycle volumes, and whether they can collect counts over short durations or on a continuous
basis. Further guidance is provided on where automated equipment should be located, as this
will be a key “building block” in establishing a network of pedestrian and bicycle counters
throughout the Bay Area.

•

Big Data Considerations – Included in these guidelines is a discussion on how Big Data sources
may be useful for supplementing location-based pedestrian and bicycle count data and help fill
gaps in count data. However, due to the high cost of subscription services and limited sample
sizes collected from most Big Data sources, it was decided that MTC would not provide
guidelines for the inclusion of Big Data into pedestrian and bicycle counts as part of the initial
publishing of regional count guidelines. However, as these sources continue to evolve, we will
consider the inclusion of Big Data into future updates to the regional pedestrian and bicycle
count guidelines.

•

Next Steps in the Regional Pedestrian and Bicycle Count Program – Constituents can provide
feedback on the draft guidelines, with comments being accepted through August 8, 2019. After
comments are received and draft guidelines are finalized, MTC and PlaceWorks will develop
appropriate “factor groups” that will link similar types of count locations regionwide, allowing
MTC the ability to produce annualized counts for different roadway types in the Bay Area.
PlaceWorks and MTC will then produce a complete package of programs and infrastructure
improvements to advance the region’s counting of bicyclists and pedestrians. Potential
enhancements include programs involving the purchase of automated count equipment that
can be loaned to agencies, and the development of a database to store pedestrian and bicycle
count data from agencies regionwide. A complete package of recommendations will be
presented to members of MTC’s Active Transportation Working Group (ATWG) in Late 2019
prior to being approved by MTC in early 2020.
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1. Introduction to MTC Regional Pedestrian and Bicycle Count Program
Program Background and Purpose
In response to public agencies, community organizations and advocacy groups throughout the region
requesting better count data collection and storage methods on walking and bicycling, Metropolitan
Transportation Commission (MTC) and PlaceWorks has been developing a range of strategies to
advance its pedestrian and bicycle count program. In 2016, existing count programs in local jurisdictions
were inventoried, best practices in developing count databases or web-based portals were researched,
and a set of policy, program and infrastructure options were prepared for MTC to consider in advancing
their count program. This analysis was developed with feedback from members of MTC’s Active
Transportation Working Group (ATWG), a committee representing public agencies, count collection
companies, advocacy groups and other interested community organizations. Upon presentation of
these options to ATWG in Spring 2017, there was agreement that the following recommendations
should be prioritized by MTC for near-term implementation:
•
•

•

•

Develop consistent count guidelines on walking and bicycling for the Bay Area.
Develop consistent site selection guidelines and factor groups for count locations, so that a
network of count locations can be developed to accurately reflect the number of people walking
or biking regionwide.
Create recommendations on strategies that expedite increasing pedestrian and bicycle count
locations regionwide, including an automated counter loan or purchase program, or other
support programs.
Provide options to host count data through a web-based portal or database.

In response to these recommendations, MTC acquired funding through the Caltrans Sustainable
Communities Planning Grant program to ensure near-term implementation of these priorities. In
Summer 2018, MTC continued to collaborate with PlaceWorks to advance ATWG recommendations.

2. Purpose of the Regional Pedestrian and Bicycle Count Guidelines
The creation of Pedestrian and Bicycle Count Guidelines for the MTC region is a key first step in the
development of standardized procedures and a training manual to guide agencies, count collection
companies, and other interested organizations in the counting of bicyclists and pedestrians in the San
Francisco Bay Area region.
The Count Guidelines seek to provide three primary functions:
•
•
•

Serve as a regional resource for count collection best practices.
Support consistency across the region regarding when, where and how pedestrian and bicycle
counts are conducted.
Advance local and regional goals in count collection, including:
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o
o

o

Linking this effort to regional and statewide transportation policies/programs (e.g.,
Plan Bay Area and the Caltrans Active Transportation Program) and other database
efforts.
Integrating with other data sources, including bike share data, crash data, and travel
data.
Obtaining data that will help identify popular routes bicyclists and pedestrians utilize
regionally.

Background on Preparation of Draft Guidelines – Best Practices Memo on Count
Collection Methods, Regional Counts Survey
Prior to the development of the Draft Guidelines, in Fall 2018 PlaceWorks and MTC developed a
comprehensive overview of local, regional, statewide and nationwide best practices in methodologies
utilized for conducting pedestrian and bicycle counts, which in turn would help develop regional
guidelines consistent with current best practices. The results of this overview were presented to
members of the ATWG Data Subcommittee, which consists of members of the ATWG representing a
range of public agencies and community organizations in the region, and an internal working group
consisting of MTC staff members in January 2019, which included the following key takeaways.
•

There is no single “best” way to collect counts on pedestrians and bicyclists. However, there are
a number of practices carried out consistently through various best practice resources
depending on the counts’ purpose and the equipment available to collect it.

•

While there is considerable variability in types of count methods and equipment utilized by
agencies studied, most short-duration counts (e.g., counts conducted in one location over a
period of 2-3 hours) are conducted manually and longer-duration counts (e.g., counts conducted
in one location continuously through 1 year) are conducted through automated equipment.

•

Most manual count methods are derived from the National Bicycle and Pedestrian
Documentation Project (NBPD), with variations of this count method practiced nationwide.

•

Additionally, there was considerable variability in amount of resources (e.g. training manuals,
count equipment, count forms, databases to store count data) provided by agencies on the
collection of pedestrian and bicycle counts.

Based on feedback received from members of the ATWG Data Subcommittee and the MTC Internal
Staff Working Group, it was determined that a comprehensive survey of count collection practices
should be conducted to ensure that the regional guidelines met the specific count collection needs in
the Bay Area. Therefore, a survey was released in March 2019 to public agencies, community
organizations and count collection companies throughout the region. 230 responses representing a
diverse range of public agencies, community organizations and count collection companies were
received from the survey by Mid-April 2019. The survey included responses on count methods utilized,
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purpose and frequency of collecting counts, methods to store counts after they are collected, and
additional services that may help advance the collection of counts more effectively and frequently. Key
takeaways from the survey include:
•

In-field manual counts are by far the most popular method of collecting count data in the
region, with 80% of respondents collecting counts in this manner.

•

Survey respondents also utilized automated counters to collect volumes of pedestrians and
bicyclists, with several different types of count equipment utilized.

•

Only 10% of respondents collected counts through automated count equipment on a
continuous basis. Concerns with automated count equipment include the higher upfront
capital costs to install equipment (versus conducting manual counts) and the cost to maintain
them after installation.

•

60% of respondents collect counts on an as-needed or annual basis. Costs and limited staffing
to conduct, evaluate, and store counts were the main reasons for not counting more frequently.

•

While respondents utilized a variety of different count methodologies, the National Bicycle and
Pedestrian Documentation Project (NBPD) is the most common count method used, followed
by the National Cooperative Highway Research Program’s (NCHRP) Report 797 and the Traffic
Monitoring Guide from the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA).

•

Just under 80% of respondents utilize Excel spreadsheets to store their count data, while
approximately 35% currently map their count data. About half of the respondents that mapped
their count data utilized a GIS database, with the other half utilizing a customized database.

•

88% of respondents support MTC developing training materials, forms and workshops to assist
in the collection and storage of pedestrian and bicycle counts.

From these survey results, it was determined that a comprehensive set of regional guidelines were to
be developed for collection of pedestrian and bicycle counts. The guidelines are to be presented as a
resource for public agencies, community organizations, or private businesses that either currently
collect and/or are interested in collecting pedestrian and bicycle counts in the future. While
recommendations are grounded on current best practices in count collection methods and align with
input received from Bay Area constituents on current range of count practices and desired needs, the
emphasis of information in this memorandum is on providing guidance rather than mandating
requirements, with the ultimate goal of encouraging more agencies to conduct counts and for the
counts to be more consistent and accurate.
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3. Determining the Purpose of Counts and Type of Counts to be Conducted
Common Count Purposes
The first step in implementing pedestrian and bicycle counts is to determine the purpose of the counts.
What needs are trying to be met?
Typically, counts are conducted for four primary reasons, as described in Figure 1, Recommendations
by Count Purpose.

Figure 1: Recommendations by Count Purpose

1) Before and After Pedestrian/Bicycle Infrastructure Projects are Constructed – Commonly
referred to as “Before and After Counts”, the short-duration “before” counts are conducted
along a roadway around one year prior to the construction of pedestrian and/or bicycle
infrastructure improvements. Around one year after the completion of the pedestrian and/or
bicycle infrastructure improvements, the “after” counts are conducted in the same location,
with follow-up counts every other year, ultimately demonstrating how pedestrian and/or
bicycle volumes have changed as a result of the infrastructure improvement. This count
purpose is commonly associated with grant applications such as the Caltrans Active
Transportation Program (which requires such counts to be conducted), or with agencies
demonstrating similar results to their officials on infrastructure investments. Before and after
counts should be conducted in the same location and timeframe (month/day/time sequence)
to reduce any variations in seasonality or site location, as these variations can result in a
substantial increase or decrease in volumes of pedestrians and/or bicyclists. Additionally,
differences in weather and any special events occurring should be documented as well, as
those can also affect count volumes. While use of automated count equipment is preferred to
best capture potential variations in count volumes, counts for this purpose can also be captured
manually.
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2) Traffic Studies for Incoming Developments – Statewide, local agencies sometimes require
developers to conduct traffic studies prior to obtaining a development permit for incoming
commercial, industrial, mixed-use or residential projects. As part of these traffic studies, some
cities throughout the Bay Area require counts to be conducted of vehicles, pedestrians and
bicyclists along roadways directly adjacent to the project site. Similar to before-and-after
counts mentioned above, counts should be conducted over a short duration one year prior to
the project’s construction and then one year after the project’s completion. Therefore, the
project can demonstrate whether it has followed the conditions of approval for the
development permit and determine if additional mitigations need to be instituted. Again, to
reduce any variations in seasonality or site location, the “after” count needs to reflect the same
location and date/time/year as the “before” count. While use of automated count equipment
is preferred to best capture potential variations in count volumes, counts for this purpose can
also be captured manually.
3) Modeling Travel Modes for Forecasting Future Travel Demand – As statewide policies move
away from supporting auto-focused infrastructure to a multi-modal focus with complementary
land uses, agencies across the Bay Area are interested in developing integrated land use and
transportation models that more precisely calculate the way people currently travel, enabling
more-accurate forecasting of future travel demand. While networks of locations documenting
volumes of automobiles have been utilized for decades, similar networks of pedestrian and
bicycle count locations have been yet to be documented in the Bay Area. Unlike other count
purposes described in this section, to ensure that all possible variations in pedestrian and
bicycle volumes are captured, it is recommended that automated equipment be installed in
key locations throughout the region to capture volumes on a continuous basis. To complete
the count network, short-duration counts, which can be collected through automated counters
or through manual methods, can supplement a permanent count program with additional
locations to further understand spatial variations in traffic patterns (Figure 2).
4) Community Engagement Efforts – Other common purposes for collecting counts for pedestrians
and bicyclists are engagement efforts aimed to improve safety and comfort for pedestrians and
bicyclists. Some common examples include counts being conducted as during the
development of an Active Transportation Plan, a Complete Streets Plan, or as a part of an
outreach effort led by a community organization to call attention to corridors that need active
transportation improvements. As part of these count efforts, attention is paid not only to count
volumes at specific locations in the engagement (or Plan) effort but also to other site-specific
characteristics, including the behavior and demographics of pedestrians and bicyclists.
Therefore, it is recommended that manual short-duration counts are conducted, as this
method best captures the range of observational data in a single snapshot. To best observe
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Figure 2: Recommendations by Count Purpose

Figures: Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT), Collecting Network-wide
Bicycle and Pedestrian Data, 2017
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infrastructure or program improvements resulting from Plan recommendations or an
engagement/advocacy effort, it is also recommended to repeat such counts in the same
location(s) every two years.

Description of Count Methods
A brief description on the most common types of count methods are provided in Figure 3,
Recommendations by Count Type, and are summarized briefly below. More detailed descriptions on
when, where, and how to conduct counts utilizing manual or automated methods are described in the
section titled “Guidelines for Conducting Pedestrian and Bicycle Counts”.

Figure 3: Recommendations by Count Type

1) Short Duration Manual Counts – Any count that is taken from people conducting field
observations or reviewing camera/video footage are considered manual counts. All manual
counts are considered “short duration” due to limited ability of people to accurately observe
and record count volumes over an extended period of time. However, the shortest duration
recommended to ensure minimal variations on pedestrian and bicycle volumes is a period of
2-3 hours. Therefore, it is recommended that short duration manual counts are performed
during times when volumes are likely highest (e.g., weekday AM peak, weekday PM peak,
weekend peak). Manual counts are also the only count technology currently available that can
document pedestrian and bicyclist behavior and demographics, although this data is limited to
subjective observation.
2) Short-Duration Automated Counts – Counts that are conducted through automated count
equipment through a shorter duration are referred to as short duration automated counts.
However, in comparison to short duration manual counts (where the duration is on average
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just a 2-3 hour period), automated count equipment allows counts over longer period of time,
with durations occurring through multiple days or weeks.
3) Permanent Automated Counts – Typically used for long range planning and modeling,
permanent counters continuously collect screenline counts at fixed locations. (Screenline
counts are defined in the next section) Permanent count programs have several functions,
including:
•

Measuring annual and daily rates of bicycle and/or pedestrian traffic at a given location.

•

Providing information on how pedestrian and/or bicycle traffic is generally distributed
in a single day.

•

Determining how these volumes are distributed by day in an average week.

Description of Count Locations
There are two main types of pedestrian and bicycle counts: screenline counts and intersection counts
(Figures 4 and 5).
Screenline counts are conducted by
counting the number of pedestrians or
bicyclists who pass across an invisible
“line” across a roadway or sidewalk.
Typically,
screenline
counts
will
distinguish direction of travel for
bicyclists, but there are different
approaches to counting direction of travel
for pedestrians. It is recommended to
conduct screenline counts at mid-block
locations, along segments of Class I multiuse paths, or along roadways where
turning movements are minimized. Any
count method can capture screenline
counts, whether they are conducted
manually
or
through
automated
equipment. An example of a screenline
count form is shown in Figure 4. Most existing best practices prefer the use of screenline counts versus
intersection counts due their simplicity and higher level of accuracy.

Figure 4: Screenline Count Form (SCAG)
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Figure 5: Intersection Count Form (Los
Gatos, utilizing NBPD methodology)

Intersection counts look at counting pedestrians and
bicyclists leaving the intersection, with each
intersection leg having a screenline. This count
method applies existing count methodologies from
the National Bicycle and Pedestrian Documentation
Project (NBPD). Information from intersection
counts can be converted to screenline equivalents
to analyze general use trends or make comparisons
to screenline count data. An example of an
intersection
count
form
utilizing
NBPD
methodologies is shown on Figure 5. Count
methods collecting intersection counts are limited
to in-field manual observation or video cameras.
We do not recommend capturing turning
movements of pedestrians and bicyclists as part of
intersection counts, as these movements are far
more fluid than vehicles and attempting to capture
such movements will result in inaccurate count
measurements.

4. Guidelines to Conduct Pedestrian and Bicycle Counts
In this section, guidance is provided on where, when and how to collect counts. Guidance is first
presented for short-duration manual counts followed by short-duration and permanent automated
counts.

4A. SHORT DURATION MANUAL COUNTS

Where to Conduct Counts
Count Locations: As described in the National Bicycle and Pedestrian Documentation Project (NBPD)
count location criteria, the following are locations recommended for conducting counts:
• Pedestrian and bicycle activity areas or corridors (downtowns, near schools, parks, etc.)
• Key corridors that can be used to gauge the impacts of future improvements
• Locations where counts have been conducted historically
• Locations where there are ongoing counts being conducted by other agencies through a variety
of means, including videotaping
• Gaps and pinch points for bicyclists and pedestrians (potential improvement areas)
• Locations where bicycle and pedestrian collision numbers are high
• Transit stops/stations to gauge pedestrian and bicycle access to transit
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When to Conduct Counts
Days to Conduct Manual Counts: Weekday counts should be conducted on a Tuesday, Wednesday, or
Thursday. The afternoon peak period typically has the largest volume of travelers, including
commuters, school children (and parents), and people running errands.
Number of Days to Conduct Manual Counts: While conducting a higher number of count days and shifts
is generally preferred to improve accuracy of count volumes, recommendations provided by the
National Bicycle and Pedestrian Documentation Project reference between 1 and 3 count periods at
each count location at a minimum.
• If only one count period is conducted at a count location, it should be on a weekday afternoon
when the largest volume of travelers are present.
• If two count periods are conducted at a count location, one should count on a weekday
afternoon and midday Saturday to account for differences in weekday and weekend volumes.
• Ideally, three count periods should be conducted at a count location over a one week period,
with three weekday morning counts, three weekday afternoon counts and one midday Saturday
count.
Count Duration: The recommended count duration is a period of 2-3 hours during peak travel times.
Count Times (Peak Travel Times): Typical times for conducting manual counts are:
• Weekday (Tue-Thurs) mornings from 6-9am or 7-9am
• Weekday (Tue-Thurs) evenings from 4-7pm or 5-7pm
• Midday Saturday from 10am-1pm or 11am-1pm.
However, count times may be customized based on typical peak hours for that area, which may
potentially be determined by existing pedestrian, bicycle, and/or vehicle traffic data. In addition, times
should be consistent with previously completed counts by the counting agency or counts accomplished
by nearby jurisdictions.
Recommended Count Intervals: 15-minute count increments are the longest increment that is
recommended in order to detect variability in count volumes. For example, a 2-hour count would be
counted in 8 separate intervals at a minimum.
Accommodations for Customized Counts: Some counts require a different time period. For example,
counting school-related traffic (e.g., for Safe Routes to Schools) should occur at pick-up and drop-off
times, based on school schedules.
Dates/Times to Avoid: The following times should be avoided when conducting manual counts:
• National holidays or special events
• Roadways under construction
• Inclement or extreme weather if possible (e.g., periods of moderate-heavy rain, cold winter
temperatures, or unseasonably hot temperatures)
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•

Avoid weeks during which some or all schools are out of session

How to Conduct Manual Counts
Manual count forms typically come with two different types of paper sheets – a location cover sheet
and an interval count form. The location cover sheet is usually set up so the person conducting counts
can fill in their name, the date that the count occurs, the duration of the count shift, the location where
the count is occurring, current weather conditions, and if there are any unusual circumstances occurring
during the count shift (e.g., construction on the roadway, a special event occurring nearby, police
activity, etc.).
The interval count form is utilized during the count shift. Separate pages are utilized for each 15 minute
count increment, so a person conducting manual counts during a 2-hour count shift would utilize 8
pages of interval count forms, and one conducting a 3-hour count would utilize 12 pages. The interval
count form is usually set up so the person conducting counts tallies pedestrians and/or bicyclists
crossing the screenline and people exhibiting certain behavioral or demographic characteristics (as
identified on the sheet). To ensure accuracy, the person conducting counts needs to fill in this
information and provide totals for each count interval on a separate sheet.
Several regional agencies such as the Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG) have
created their own customized manual count form that specifically aligns with their regional guidelines,
as displayed in Figure 6. Additionally, SCAG has developed a mobile application to encourage ease of
counting and direct incorporation of count data into their regional database (Figure 7). As the Regional
Pedestrian and Bicycle Count Guidelines are finalized, MTC may consider whether to develop paper
count forms and/or developing a mobile app as part of implementing components of its larger Regional
Pedestrian and Bicycle Count Program. This count form also may be developed to directly link into a
regional count database that MTC would manage.

Behavioral and Demographic Considerations for Manual Counts
Manual count efforts often include the recording of specific behavioral and demographic characteristics
that can provide valuable information about people walking and/or bicycling and specific needs at
particular locations.
Pedestrian-Related Behavioral and Demographic Characteristics: Commonly recorded behavioral and
demographic characteristics for pedestrian counts include:
• People using wheelchairs or other special needs users, such as those who are vision-impaired
• People crossing without a walk signal
• Children or other age groups
Bicycle-Related Behavioral and Demographic Characteristics: Commonly recorded behavioral and
demographic characteristics for bicycle counts may include:
• Bicycling without helmets
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Figure 6: SCAG Count Form

Figure 7: SCAG “BikePed Counter” Mobile App
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•
•
•

Bicycling on the sidewalk
Bicycling in the opposite direction of vehicular traffic
Demographic characteristics such as female riders and children

While this data is useful, there are limitations to the accuracy of recorded behavioral and demographic
characteristics because they are based on subjective observation. A more reliable way of determining
these characteristics is through in-field interviews/surveys of people walking and/or bicycling.
Nevertheless, the recording of behavioral and demographic information during manual count efforts is
a productive planning and evaluation tool.
Number of Characteristics to Evaluate: The number of characteristics evaluated by a single person at a
count location should be no more than 3.
Intercept Surveys: When possible, intercept surveys are recommended to augment manual counts of
behavioral and demographic characteristics.

4B. SHORT DURATION AND PERMANENT AUTOMATED COUNTS
There are currently no permanent technologies available for collecting pedestrian and bicycle counts
at intersections, so counts must be collected across screenlines.

Where to Conduct Automated Counts
Selecting counter locations involves two key factors: high-level location selection and site planning. The
location selection process identifies locations along a specified roadway or pathway to conduct counts.
Site planning involves identifying exact locations for the temporary placement or permanent installation
of count equipment, seeking accurate recording of pedestrian and/or bicycle travel patterns.
Count Locations: Similar to the selection of locations for manual counts, as described in the National
Bicycle and Pedestrian Documentation Project (NBPD) count location criteria, the following are
locations initially recommended for conducting automated counts:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Pedestrian and bicycle activity areas or corridors (downtowns, near schools, parks, etc.)
Key corridors that can be used to gauge the impacts of future improvements
Locations where counts have been conducted historically
Locations where there are ongoing counts being conducted by other agencies through a variety
of means, including videotaping
Gaps and pinch points for bicyclists and pedestrians (potential improvement areas)
Locations where bicycle and pedestrian collision numbers are high
Transit stops/stations to gauge pedestrian and bicycle access to transit

Establishment of standard locations for automated count equipment will be helpful in the consideration
and establishment of “factor groups” to produce a regionwide network of bicycle and pedestrian count
locations. These locations will then help determine annual counts for different roadway types

MTC DRAFT Regional Pedestrian and Bicycle Count Guidelines | Page 15

regionwide. As part of the larger Regional Pedestrian and Bicycle Count Program effort, MTC will
consider which factor groups should be included as part of the regional network of pedestrian and
bicycle counters. Once these factor groups are finalized, the guidelines will be updated with detailed
recommendations on where to locate automated count equipment.
Site Placement and Maintenance: Additionally, correct placement of automated counters are pivotal in
ensuring count accuracy and equipment longevity. Counters, particularly those that count pedestrian
and bicyclists on continuous basis should be affixed to the roadway in a tamper-, theft-, and weatherresistant enclosure. Even with proper installation, the accuracy of automated equipment can be
affected by a variety of factors, including hardware and software defects. Ideally, counter accuracy
should be assessed through validation counts collected for a minimum of two hours after installation,
with occasional validation checks once every couple of months.

When to Conduct Counts
Automated counts can be conducted over a relatively short duration using mobile equipment or
continuously at a location using permanently installed count equipment.
Count Duration for Short Duration Automated Counts: The recommended minimum duration for shortduration automated counts is two full weeks, with a bare minimum of one full 7-day period. This
captures variability in counts by hour of the day and by day of the week. A duration of at least two weeks
is an added safeguard against influences that may compromise the reliability of data such as abnormal
weather conditions.
Shorter Count Durations for Automated Counts: 24-hour count periods are not recommended.
However, if a full week of counts cannot be collected to insufficient availability of automated count
equipment, a 24-hour count can capture the full hourly variation in the sampled day and provide a small
data sample usable for extrapolation. If a 24-hour count is performed, it should take place midweek
(Tuesday, Wednesday, or Thursday).
Permanent Automated Counts: A continuous count typically refers to counts conducted at a specific
location with permanently installed count equipment, although the term “continuous” may also refer
to counts that extend over a long period of time, such as 6-12 months.

Choosing the Right Type of Automated Count Equipment
The choice of count equipment depends upon several factors including:
•

Type(s) of counts to be collected (e.g., pedestrians, bicyclists, or both)

•

Characteristics of the site (e.g., multi-use path, sidewalk, bike lane, intersection/crosswalk) and
site conditions

•

Budgetary constraints
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Automated count efforts may utilize “permanent” automated pedestrian and bicycle counters for longduration continuous counts or temporary automated pedestrian and bicycle counters for shortduration counts.
Automated Equipment for Permanent Counts: As shown in Figure 8, recommended equipment to
conduct counts continuously include:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Induction Loops (bicycle only)
Magnetometers (bicycle only)
Pressure Sensors
Automated Video Imaging
Seismic Sensors
Radar Sensors

Automated Equipment for Short-Duration Counts: Technologies for short-duration counts are designed
to be mobile between count locations. These may include:
•
•
•
•
•

Pneumatic Tubes
Radar Sensors
Automated Video Imaging
Infrared Sensors
Pressure Sensors (can be placed in soil for temporary uses)

Additional guidance is shown in a table developed by FHWA for the Traffic Monitoring Guide (Figure 9),
with strengths and weaknesses of count technologies described in detail.
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Figure 8: Flowchart for Selecting Pedestrian/Bicycle Count Equipment (FHWA Traffic Monitoring
Guide)

Continuous

Short Duration

Source: FHWA Traffic Monitoring Guide, 2016

MTC DRAFT Regional Pedestrian and Bicycle Count Guidelines | Page 18

Figure 9: Strengths and Weaknesses of Common Automated Count Equipment (FHWA
Traffic Monitoring Guide)

Source: FHWA Traffic Monitoring Guide, 2016
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5. Big Data Considerations
Third-party transportation data, commonly referred to as “Big Data”, is collected by private companies
that sell their data products for transportation planning purposes. There are two broad classes of such
data:
• User-tracked smartphone records – such as fitness tracking applications (e.g., Strava Metro,
MapMyRide).
• Passively tracked mobility records – from phone geolocation (based on cell towers) and social
media records.
Potential Advantages: These datasets have the potential to be highly informative for pedestrian and
bicycle planning. The primary advantage is the level of detail that can be achieved, both in terms of
collecting multiple layers of data through snapshots in time and the number of users it can collect
information from. In the case of passively tracked cellphone records, if data providers have partnered
with cell phone providers (e.g., AT&T, Sprint) there is the potential for drawing information from a
significant percentage of the population. Tracking applications may also provide insight on travel
patterns across the entire region, which cannot be achieved with automated or manual counts alone.
Current Realities: Despite the potential of these data sources, there are a number of concerns with
representativeness that need to be explored prior to their use in augmenting pedestrian and bicycle
count data:
• Limitations in Sample Size from Crowdsourced Applications – While data from smartphone
applications provides great levels of detail, it is not clear how reported trips from these apps
represent overall travel patterns. Data from these sources is limited to the population that uses
these applications and only includes the trips recorded from these users.
• Limitations in Passively-Tracked Data – Cell phone records might not have sufficient spatial
resolution to accurately infer travel modes of the individuals being tracked. More importantly,
there are concerns about the privacy of individuals who have not explicitly opted into tracking.
However, this is a quickly developing market area with various companies searching for
solutions in simultaneously upgrading data quality and anonymity.
• Cost of Big Data Sources – Access to subscription services are currently seen as cost-prohibitive
by many public agencies in the Bay Area, with only 18% of respondents in MTC’s Spring 2019
Count Collections Survey subscribing to such services. However, 90% of agencies and
organizations in the region would be interested in having such data available if it was accessible
at little or no cost.
Considerations for Future Inclusion of Big Data into the Regional Guidelines: While the concerns of cost,
limitations in sample size, and accuracy of data currently available have resulted in the omission of Big
Data guidelines from this first phase of regional guidelines, the continuing evolution of Big Data sources
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may allow for inclusion of this information in future editions of the Regional Pedestrian and Bicycle
Count Guidelines.

Next Steps
The draft guidelines will be presented through workshops available in-person and online via WebEx. Inperson events will take place on Monday, July 15th, 2019 from 10-11:30 am at the Yerba Buena Room
in the Bay Area Metro Center in San Francisco and on Tuesday, July 16th from 1-2:30 pm at the Niles
Conference Room in the City of Fremont Development Services Center Building. After public workshops
are conducted in July 2019, MTC will receive stakeholder comments on the draft guidelines and
corresponding workshop presentation through August 8, 2019.
Development of Factor Groups: After comments are received from stakeholders, PlaceWorks will
develop a set of factor groups that will refine recommendations for determining automated counter
locations, specifically permanently installed counters that will count pedestrians and bicyclists on a
continuous basis. These factor groups will formulate the basis for a regionwide network of pedestrian
and bicycle counters, with the goal of being able to determine pedestrian and bicycle volumes for a
range of roadway types throughout the Bay Area.
Development of Programs/Projects to Advance Regional Pedestrian and Bicycle Counts: Concurrently
with the development of factor groups, PlaceWorks will prepare recommendations that may consider
the following programs or projects:
•

Programs supporting the collection of pedestrian and bicycle counts regionwide. This may also
include the potential for support materials and trainings (e.g., development of count forms,
additional workshops on guidance in the collection of pedestrian and bicycle counts) and/or a
purchase or loan program for automated count equipment.

•

Direction on components that would enable MTC to develop a regional pedestrian and bicycle
count database.

Approval of Guidelines, Factor Groups and Program/Project Recommendations: PlaceWorks will present
the final version of the Pedestrian and Bicycle Count Guidelines, Factor Groups and Program/Project
Recommendations to the Active Transportation Working Group in late 2019, with final approval
expected by MTC in early 2020.

MTC DRAFT Regional Pedestrian and Bicycle Count Guidelines | Page 21

