COMMUNITY UPDATE
Prepared by City Manager David Kelley
May 3, 2019
City Manager’s Office
Senior Staff Meet with CalOES Representative to Discuss Flood Damage: Senior staff met with a
representative from CalOES on Thursday afternoon to review and discuss flooding impacts from the
February storm events. Staff reviewed the storm damage at the Cloverdale Airport, Water Treatment
Plant, Cloverdale River Park and local streets. Accounting Analyst Shannon Peterson provided CalOES
with some of the required documentation following the meeting to address the flood repair work
undertaken to date by the City including debris clean up at the Cloverdale Airport and City staff’s
overtime responding to the flood events. City staff will continue to track costs related to addressing the
storm related impacts to City assets with the goal of being reimbursed by CalOES and FEMA should the
President issue a Federal Disaster Declaration. At this time, a Federal Declaration has not been made.

Center for Biological Diversity (CBD) filed a Notice of Intent (NOI) to Sue the Environmental
Protection Authority (EPA) regarding Rule Setting for Lead by the North Sonoma County Air
Pollution District (NSCAPCD): According to Rob Bamford, Air Pollution Control Officer / EO, the
NSCAPCD was not notified by CBD nor included as a party in the NOI. CBD alleges that the Air District’s
rules are deficient, including that they do not have a rule for lead. According to Mr. Bamford, the Air
District’s rules are current, comply with all requirements, and are EPA-approved. However, CBD does not
appear to recognize the Air District’s current rule set which we amended May 30, 2017. EPA approved the
2017 amended rules and noticed the action in the Federal Register. EPA is now taking action on its side to
address the matter. The NOI claims that lead from aviation piston-engine airplanes at the Healdsburg,
Cloverdale, and Sea Ranch airports is harming pregnant woman, children, salmon, and orcas because our
District does not have a rule for lead. A copy of the NOI is attached. Northern Sonoma County Air Pollution
Control District rule has always had a rule for lead; however, the Federal Aviation Administration not the
NSCAPCD, regulates airplanes and aviation fuels. City staff will keep track the progress of the NOI filed by
CBD.
City of Cloverdale to Review Benefits of Sonoma Clean Power Evergreen Program: City staff will be
scheduling a meeting Sonoma Clean Power (SCP) staff to discuss enrolling the City of Cloverdale’s electric
accounts into SCP 100% Local, 100% Renewable Service, EverGreen. Attached is a letter from SCP
summarizing of EverGreen costs for Cloverdale, as well as greenhouse gas (GHG) reduction figures
associated with this potential change to City accounts. According to SCP staff, “Choosing EverGreen for the
City’s electric accounts can reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 168,684 lbs. CO2.” Mayor Melanie Bagby
is the City’s representative on the SCP Board of Directors.
Cloverdale Senior Multipurpose Center and AV Film Society Provide Free Screening of the movie
“Resilience”: St. Joseph’s Health in conjunction with Familias en Accion Positiva, Cloverdale’s Health
Action Chapter, the Cloverdale Senior Multipurpose Center and AV Film Society will be screening the film
“Resilience” May 14th at 5:30. The Documentary film reveals, toxic stress can trigger hormones that
wreak havoc on the brains and bodies of children, putting them at a greater risk for disease,
homelessness, prison time, and early death. Resilience, however, also chronicles the dawn of a movement
that is determined to fight back. Trailblazers in pediatrics, education, and social welfare are using cuttingedge science and field-tested therapies to protect children from the insidious effects of toxic stress, and
the dark legacy of a childhood that no child would choose. After the screening a panel discussion lead by
metal health care professionals will occur.
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Sonoma County Recognized by the National Association of Counties (NACo) with Two Achievement
Awards: County of Sonoma recognized by the NACo with two Achievement Awards for the Accessing
Coordinated Care and Empowering Self-Sufficiency (ACCESS) initiative and the Recovery and Resiliency
Framework. The awards honor innovative, effective county government programs that strengthen services for
residents. A copy of the Press -Release is attached.

Community Development

City staff Met with Six Acres Water Company Representatives to Discuss Annexation Process: Staff
met with members of the Six-Acres team to discuss the pre-annexation agreement this week. Several
topics were discussed, including the need to clarify both the City’s and Six-Acres responsibilities. Staff is
working on a draft pre-annexation agreement with the goal of in the next few weeks. Further, staff
expects to present the agreement to the Council within the next few months.
Construction of the Vine Ridge Assisted Living Facility Continues: As construction continues the
assisted living facility and site improvements, the Building Department is regularly called out to perform
inspections as work is completed. Recent inspections included dry wall in the kitchen and north wing of
the building as well as completed portions of mechanical, electrical and plumping work throughout the
facility.

Public Works & Engineering

City of Cloverdale Daily Water Production at the City’s Water Treatment Plant: Cloverdale Water
Department staff monitors daily water production at the Water Treatment Plant including daily demand
and peak daily production. Daily production for the past week ranged from a low of 0.803 Million Gallons
Day (MGD) to a high of 1.53 MGD. April 2019 saw a slightly higher demand of 24.539 MG over April
2018’s 23.217 MG.
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Water Treatment Staff Engage in Various Weekly and Annual Maintenance Activities:
•
Water Department Staff continued working on our Annual valve exercising and Hydrant flushing
program
•
Water department staff focused on the Monthly Meter reading this week.
•
Water Department staff is currently scheduling work with contractors for Well #14 repairs, Leak
Detection Survey, and Filter media surveys.
•
Water Department staff released an RFP for the Filter #2 Rehab project. The RFPF was directed to
multiple qualified firms for bids.
•
Water Treatment staff is coordinating with Petersen Power on repair of the Water Treatment Plant
Generator. The repair parts had to be sourced in Japan and delayed the repair for some time, today
the Technician showed up on site and began the repair work.

Parks & Recreation

Park Team Continues Spring Clean Up of Parks & Landscape Areas: This week Parks staff
tackled several projects within the 2nd St City Park, Furber Park, River Park Trail, the Cottages,
Sunrise Hills, and the Vineyards. We began the week mowing all City Park fields to sporting event
standard. Next, irrigation repairs were made at the Vineyards and Sunrise Hills on leaks found
while testing Park systems this week. At the Cottages, Parks staff determined the main irrigation
‘motherboard’ controller was malfunctioning. Staff promptly removed and sent it immediately to
expedite repair.

Weed abatement was performed, by weed-mowing, near picnic area at River Park Trail. Mainly for
fire prevention, due to growth of dry grasses there. Weed-mowing was also completed at Thymes
Square and City Library. On Wednesday Hector and Miguel began their work day at 6 am to
performed weed abatement that entailed the application of Organic herbicides in the downtown
corridor.
Painting of the exterior of the entire Furber
Park snack shack/restrooms and interior of
restrooms was contracted out to local painter
and completed this week. It had not been
painted in 15 years, since first being built.
Graffiti was removed from the Vintage
Meadows restrooms and playground
structure.

Lastly Parks staff would like to thank the Streets
Department for their effort to cut back tall grasses in
several L&L Districts and Parks.
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50 Santa Rosa Ave., 5th Floor
Santa Rosa, CA 95404

May 3, 2019
David Kelly
City Manager
City of Cloverdale
124 N. Cloverdale Blvd.
Cloverdale, CA 95425
Dear Mr. Kelly,
Sonoma Clean Power (SCP) appreciates that the City of Cloverdale has been our customer
since 2015. Since inception, SCP has saved customers tens of millions in energy generation
costs, while reducing greenhouse gas emissions by nearly half compared to PG&E. As
Cloverdale is a leader combating climate change, we encourage the City to consider
upgrading to SCP’s 100% local, renewable electricity service, EverGreen. Choosing EverGreen
for the City’s electric accounts can reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 168,684 lbs CO2* and
support local construction of renewable energy.
Cloverdale’s General Plan outlines specific goals to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and
minimize resource depletion. By choosing EverGreen for City accounts you are actively
contributing to the reduction of current and projected greenhouse gas emissions as outlined in
the Plan’s Conservation Design, and Open Space Goal CDO-8. By enrolling City accounts in
EverGreen, Cloverdale will be taking a leadership position to achieve greenhouse gas
reduction goals set in the Climate Action Plan 2020 and Beyond; further establishing a
sustainable city.
Currently, EverGreen is comprised of local geothermal and local solar energy. Combining the
baseload resource of geothermal energy (meaning it produces clean energy 24/7) and local
solar energy provides you truly renewable electricity both day and night!
The premium for EverGreen is 2.5 cents per kilowatt-hour. For all municipal accounts, this
would equate to an additional $56,244 annually*. While this represents a premium, we
suggest comparing this cost to other measures, as we’ve found this can be the most costeffective measure cities like Sonoma are already taking. You may also consider opting up only
accounts that are open to the public such as City Hall. Assuming your future usage is similar
to last year’s, your City Hall would have an estimated EverGreen service cost of $751.
To discuss this further or to upgrade all or some of the City’s accounts please contact me by
phone at (707) 791-1340 or email at nkinsey@sonomacleanpower.org. I welcome the
opportunity to meet with you to discuss the opportunity to become an EverGreen city.
Join the movement to pioneer a clean energy future by choosing EverGreen today!
Sincerely,

Nathan Kinsey
Commercial Accounts Manager

*Annual calculation based off twelve months of usage from the 2018 calendar year.

VIA CERTIFIED MAIL, RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED
April 30, 2019
Andrew R. Wheeler
United States Environmental Protection Agency
William Jefferson Clinton Building
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, D.C. 20460
Re:

Clean Air Act Notice of Intent to Sue pursuant to 42 U.S.C. § 7604(b)(2) for
failure to promulgate a Federal Implementation Plan for Northern Sonoma County
permitting rules.

Dear Administrator Wheeler:
On behalf of the Center for Biological Diversity and the Center for Environmental
Health, we are writing to inform you that we intend to file suit against you for “a failure of the
Administrator [of the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)] to perform any act
or duty under this chapter which is not discretionary with the Administrator.” 42 U.S.C.
§ 7604(a)(2). Specifically, pursuant to 42 U.S.C. § 7410(c)(1)(A), EPA has failed to
promulgate a Federal Implementation Plan (FIP) that addresses the deficiencies with the
permitting rules for Northern Sonoma County Air Pollution Control District (“Northern Sonoma
County APCD”).
On May 19, 2016, EPA issued a proposed rule providing for a limited
approval/disapproval of Rules 130 (“Definitions”) and 220 (“New Source Review”).1 According
to the EPA, Rules 130 and 220 “conflict with section 110 and part C of the Act.”2 EPA provided
the following bases for its limited disapproval of the Rules 130 and 220:
“(A) The definition of Significant in Rule 130 does not include lead as a pollutant or
provide a significant emission rate. The rule also does not provide a public notice
threshold for lead.
(B) Rule 220 does not contain any provision specifying that required air quality
modelling shall be based on the applicable models, databases, and other requirements
specified in Part 51 Appendix W; therefore, the requirements for 40 CFR 51.160(F) and
51.166(1) have not been [met].

1
2

See 81 Fed. Reg. 69,3960 (Oct. 6, 2016).
Id.
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(C) The text in Rule 220, Subsection (b)(3) contains a significant typographical error
(the word “not” is missing) concerning the requirements pertaining to stack height.
(D) The requirements for 40 CFR 51.166(r)(1) and (2), regarding sources obligations,
have not been met because the rules does not include the specific language required by
these provisions.”3
On October 6, 2016, EPA “finaliz[ed] a limited disapproval of Rules 130 and 220.”4 EPA’s final
rule became effective on November 7, 2016.5
EPA’s failure to correct the deficiencies in Northern Sonoma County APCD’s air
pollution permitting program has serious consequences. For example, lead is a criteria pollutant
for which EPA has created a National Ambient Air Quality Standard (NAAQ). Lead is emitted
into the air from a wide range of sources. However, the top five include: mobile sources (leaded
aviation gasoline); industrial, commercial, institutional, and process boilers; utility boilers; iron
and steel foundries; and primary lead smelting.6 Moreover, lead can travel by air, deposit in the
land, and then “resuspend” into an airborne state.7 Exposure generally occurs via inhalation or
ingestion of lead-contaminated foods, water, or nonfood materials. As a cumulative toxicant,
lead steadily builds up in the body’s organs, bones, and teeth and can remain there for decades.8
Short-term exposure to lead can result in abdominal pain, constipation, fatigue, headaches,
irritability, loss of appetite, memory loss, pain or tingling in the hands or feet, and weakness.9
Lead toxicity can affect every organ in the body, particularly the brain, kidney, and reproductive
organs. Sustained lead exposure can result in renal and neurological impairment, hypertension,
immunotoxicity, and toxicity to the reproductive organs.10
Young children and pregnant women are particularly susceptible to the pernicious effects
of lead. According to the American Academy of Pediatrics “there is no identified threshold or
safe level of lead in the blood.”11 Children suffering from lead exposure commonly display
cognitive and behavioral issues, lower IQ, hyperactivity, development delays, hearing problems,
anemia, etc. Acute exposure to very high levels of lead can result in encephalopathy.12 Dr.
Mona Hanna-Attisha, the Flint, Michigan pediatrician who helped blow the whistle on the city’s

3

Id. at 69,390-91.
Id. at 69,390.
5
Id.
6
73 Fed. Reg. 29, 184, 29,190 (May 20, 2008) (citation omitted).
7
Id.
8
Agency for Toxic Substances & Disease Registry, Center for Disease Control and Prevention, Public
Health Statement for Lead, available at: https://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/phs/phs.asp?id=92&tid=22.
9
The National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health, Center for Disease Control and Prevention,
Lead: Information for Workers, available at: https://www.cdc.gov/niosh/topics/lead/health.html.
10
World Health Organization, Lead Poisoning and Health, available at: https://www.who.int/news-room/factsheets/detail/lead-poisoning-and-health.
11
Agency for Toxic Substances & Disease Registry, Center for Disease Control and Prevention, Lead
Toxicity: What Are Possible Health Effects from Lead Exposure, available at:
https://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/csem/csem.asp?csem=34&po=10.
12
Id.
4
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water crisis, describes lead exposure as “the silent pediatric epidemic” that is difficult to address
because “it is an irreversible neurotoxin.” 13
In pregnant women, lead that is stored in the bone is released into the bloodstream,
resulting in fetal lead exposure. Lead exposure in utero can lead to “reduced fetal growth, lower
birthweight, and other indicators of growth and delayed puberty.”14 Lead toxicity can also put
pregnant women at risk for eclampsia and pre-eclampsia, which can result in maternal or infant
death.
Wildlife is also adversely impacted by lead toxicity in the environment, particularly
aquatic species like fish and predators that consume them. In Northern Sonoma, the Russian
River, which crosses through and discharges into the Pacific Ocean from Goat Rock Beach
(northwestern Sonoma), is home to three federally-listed species—the Coho salmon15, Chinook
salmon16, and Steelhead Trout17. These fish are exposed to lead from food sources such as water
fleas and other insects, which have high lead uptake levels, and degradation of freshwater
conditions. Agricultural and mining activities and urban, industrial, and storm water runoff are
possible sources of lead contamination in the Russian River.18
The availability and health of the Chinook salmon is especially important for the
critically imperiled Southern Resident Killer whales.19 Despite its protection under the
Endangered Species Act since 2005, the population has been in an alarming decline in recent
years. The main challenges threatening the survival of the Southern Resident are two-fold:
insufficient and highly-contaminated Chinook, its primary prey. 20 With designated critical
habitat along the coasts of Washington, Oregon, and California, these apex predators prey on
Chinook released from the Russian River. An adult orca can consume between 100 to 300

13

National Public Radio, Flint Residents Confront Long-Term Helth Issues After Lead Exposure, available at
https://www.npr.org/2017/10/31/561155244/flint-residents-confront-long-term-health-issues-after-lead-exposure.
14
Agency for Toxic Substances & Disease Registry, Center for Disease Control and Prevention, Lead
Toxicity: What Are Possible Health Effects from Lead Exposure, available at:
https://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/csem/csem.asp?csem=34&po=10.
15
United States Fish & Wild, ECOS Environmental Conservation Online System: Coho salmon, available at:
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp0/profile/speciesProfile?spcode=E08A.
16
United States Fish & Wild, ECOS Environmental Conservation Online System: Chinook salmon, available
at: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp0/profile/speciesProfile?spcode=E06D.
17
United States Fish & Wild, ECOS Environmental Conservation Online System: Steelhead Trout, available
at: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp0/profile/speciesProfile?spcode=E08D.
18
United States National Marine Fisheries Service and United States Army Corps. Of Engineers, Endangered
Species Act Section 7 Consultation: Biological Opinion for Water Supply, Flood Control Operations, and Channel
Maintenance conducted by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the Sonoma County Water Agency, and the
Mendocino County Russian River Flood Control and Water Conservation Improvement District in the Russian River
watershed at pp. 58, 102, 103, 186, available at: https://evogov.s3.amazonaws.com/185/media/159660.pdf.
19
United States Fish & Wild, ECOS Environmental Conservation Online System: Killer whale, available at:
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp0/profile/speciesProfile?spcode=A0IL.
20
Northwest Fisheries Science, United State Department of Commerce: National Oceanic Atmospheric
Administration, Toxic Killer Whales, available at:
https://www.nwfsc.noaa.gov/news/features/toxic_killer_whales/index.cfm.
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pounds per day and 85 percent of that may be lead-toxic Chinook.21 As a result, the Southern
Resident is considered the most polluted killer whale subgroup.22
The ingested lead accumulates in the Southern Resident’s fatty tissues. When Chinook
stock is low, hungry orcas metabolize their fatty tissue, which releases lead into the whale’s
bloodstream.23 Lead exposure can lead to reproductive impairment, endocrine disruption,24
immunotoxicity, neurotoxicity, and skeletal abnormalities.25 Reproductive impairment poses a
particular concern, as it may hinder population growth—something that threatens the continued
viability of the Southern Resident killer whale population.
According to the 2014 National Emissions Inventory database, lead pollution in Northern
Sonoma is attributed to three local airports—the Sea Ranch, Healdsburg Municipal, and
Cloverdale Municipal airports.26 These airports are considered “general aviation airports”
because they typically service small, piston-engine powered aircrafts, commonly used for selfpiloted personal or business flights, corporate flights, commercial and industrial flights for
agriculture and aerial surveying and observation, tourism and access to special events.27 These
aircrafts can use leaded gasoline like one hundred low lead (100LL) Aviation Gas, “the most
commonly available type of aviation gasoline in the United States.”28 With more than 167,000
21

Id.
Id.
23
National Geographic, Half the World’s Orcas Could Soon Disappear—Here’s Why, available at:
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/2018/09/orcas-killer-whales-poisoned-pcbs-pollution/.
24
The endocrine system plays a vital role in whale health and well-being, producing hormones essential to growth,
metabolism, heat loss control, and reproduction. Tuazon, F., “Spoiled Milk: Scientists at the Northwest Fisheries
Science Center in Seattle, Washington, try to understand how contaminants are affecting Southern Resident orca
populations”, THE PLANET MAGAZINE (2018), available at: https://theplanetmagazine.net/spoiled-milkd840abc205e6.
25
Ross, P.S. et al., High PCB Concentrations in Free-Ranging Pacific Killer Whales, Orcinus orca: Effects of
Age, Sex, and Dietary Preference, 40 Marine Pollution Bull 504 (2000); Krahn, M.M. et al. Effects of Age, Sex and
Reproductive Status on Persistent Organic Pollutant Concentrations in “Southern Resident” Killer Whales, 58
Marine Pollution Bull 1522 (2009); Lundin, J.I. et al., Persistent Organic Pollutant Determination in Killer Whale
Scat Samples: Optimization of a Gas Chromatography/Mass Spectrometry Method and Application to Field
Samples, 70 Archives Envtl. Contamination & Toxicology 9 (2016); Tuazon, F., “Spoiled Milk: Scientists at the
Northwest Fisheries Science Center in Seattle, Washington, try to understand how contaminants are affecting
Southern Resident orca populations”, THE PLANET MAGAZINE (2018), available at:
https://theplanetmagazine.net/spoiled-milk-d840abc205e6.
26
United States Environmental Protection Agency, 2014 National Emissions Inventory (NEI) Data—Facility
Mapping, available at: https://www.epa.gov/air-emissions-inventories/2014-national-emissions-inventory-nei-data
(last visited April 24, 2019). Additionally, Allan Ranch Flight Park and Sonoma County airport are just outside the
jurisdiction of the Northern Sonoma County APCD and may indirectly contribute to lead pollution. See Northern
Sonoma County Air Pollution Control District, Jurisdiction Map, available at:
http://sonomacounty.ca.gov/uploadedFiles/Sonoma_County_Portal/Air_Quality/Interactive_Maps/Air_Quality_Dist
rict_Boundaries/_Map_Source_Files/AirQualityLookupMap.html.
27
United States Department of Transportation, General Aviation Airports: A National Asset (2012) at pp. 910, available at: https://www.faa.gov/airports/planning_capacity/ga_study/media/2012AssetReport.pdf.
28
Sonoma County, Charles M. Schulz – Sonoma County Airport Draft Environmental Impact Report:
Appendix G (2011) at p. 20, available at: https://sonomacountyairport.org/pdf/u_appendix_g_1-50.pdf; United
22
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piston-engine aircrafts in operation, aviation gas is the only source of leaded transportation in the
United States.29 According to EPA, “[lead] emissions from piston-engine aircraft…comprise
approximately half of the national inventory of lead emitted to air.”30
Despite the serious dangers lead emissions pose, more than two years have passed and
EPA has yet to promulgate a FIP that corrects the inadequacies identified in Rules 130 and 220.
By failing to publish a FIP, EPA is in violation of its mandatory duties. EPA must remedy
violations of its mandatory duties to better protect the public and wildlife from the harmful
effects of lead and other pollutants these rules are designed to protect against.
As required by 40 C.F.R. § 54.3, the persons providing this notice are:
Center for Biological Diversity
Attn: Omonigho Oiyemhonlan
1212 Broadway, Suite 800
Oakland, California 94601
Tel: (510) 844-7154

Center for Biological Diversity
Attn: Robert Ukeiley
1536 Wynkoop Street, Suite 421
Denver, Colorado 80202
Tel: (720) 496-8568

Center for Environmental Health
Attn: Caroline Cox
2201 Broadway, Suite 302
Oakland, California 94612
Tel: (510) 655-3900
While EPA regulations require this information, please direct all correspondences and
communications regarding this matter to the undersigned counsel.

The Center for Biological Diversity, the Center for Environmental Health, and their
counsel would prefer to resolve this matter without the need for litigation. Therefore, we look
forward to the EPA contacting us within sixty days about coming into compliance on the abovereferenced violations. If you do not do so, however, we will have to file or amend a complaint.
Sincerely,

States Environmental Protection Agency, Lead Emissions from the Use of Leaded Aviation Gasoline in the United
States: Technical Support Document (2008) at p. 1, available at:
https://nepis.epa.gov/Exe/ZyPDF.cgi/P1004MXJ.PDF?Dockey=P1004MXJ.PDF.
29
Id.
30
75 Fed. Reg. 22,440 (April, 28, 2010) (Advance Notice of Proposed Rulemaking on Lead Emissions From
Piston-Engine Aircraft Using Leaded Aviation Gasoline).
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Omonigho Oiyemhonlan
Center for Biological Diversity
1212 Broadway, Suite 800
Oakland, CA 94601
ooiyemhonlan@biologicaldiversity.org
Tel: (510) 844-7154
Robert Ukeiley
Center for Biological Diversity
1536 Wynkoop Street, Suite 421
Denver, Colorado 80202
rukeiley@biologicaldiversity.org
Tel: (720) 496-8568

FREE SCREENING OF THE MOVIE

“RESILIENCE”
WHERE: THE CLOVER THEATER
121 EAST 1ST ST. CLOVERDALE, CA
WHEN: MAY 14, 2019
5:30 PM DOORS OPEN
5:45 PM FILM SHOWING
6:50 PM PANEL DISCUSSION
Register by link or call (707)525-5300 ext. 4053
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/resilience-the-biology-of-stress-the-science-of-hope-filmscreening-tickets-60320675765
In Partnership With

Special thanks to the Alexander Valley Film Society for their generosity and The Clover Theater for hosting us!

COUNTY OF SONOMA

575 Administration Drive ∙ Santa Rosa, CA 95403
Phone (707) 565-2431 ∙ Fax (707) 565-3778
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Contact: Public Information Office
(707) 565-3040/publicaffairs@Sonoma-County.org
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Sonoma County Earns National Achievement Awards for its
ACCESS Initiative and Recovery and Resiliency Framework
Santa Rosa, CA – Today the County of Sonoma was recognized by the National
Association of Counties (NACo) with two Achievement Awards for the Accessing
Coordinated Care and Empowering Self-Sufficiency (ACCESS) initiative and the
Recovery and Resiliency Framework. The awards honor innovative, effective county
government programs that strengthen services for residents.
“We are honored to be recognized for two Achievement Awards which highlight our
work as a county and community in response to emergency and disaster,” said David
Rabbitt, Sonoma County Board of Supervisors Chair. “As we recover, the value of these
programs continue to be a beneficial tool for our residents.”
NACo recognized the County’s Recovery and Resiliency Framework in the category of
Risk and Emergency Management. The Framework will also receive the honor of Best in
Category due to its exceptional results and unique innovations.
"We are grateful for this recognition and want to thank our community partners, who
helped us craft a vision of our community recovering together and becoming more
resilient in the future,” said Director of the Office of Recovery and Resiliency Michael
Gossman. “The creation of the Framework reflects a true community effort in the face of
disaster.”
The Recovery and Resiliency Framework was developed in response to the 2017
October Wildfires to identify goals, actions, timelines, and essential partnerships
necessary to make progress towards five critical strategic areas – Community
Preparedness and Infrastructure, Housing, Economy, Safety Net Services, and Natural
Resources. The framework also incorporates post-fire response activities, challenges
and opportunities, public input received, completed actions, and a community led
vision for each strategy area.

Sonoma County was also recognized by NACo for the ACCESS Sonoma County
Initiative in the Health Award category for its collaborative work among the County’s
safety net departments—Health Services, Human Services, Community Development
Commission, Child Support Services, Probation Department, and criminal justice
partners.
“Receiving this award from NACo recognizes our collaborative efforts among various
agencies and that’s what makes the County special,” said Karen Fies, Director of the
Sonoma County Human Services Department.
ACCESS has the goal of identifying the most vulnerable residents in the community—
those experiencing ongoing unemployment, homelessness and housing insecurity,
behavioral health and substance use issues, and who also may receive services that
intersect with agencies in the criminal justice system—and helps them receive the
support they need.
“The innovative work done by our various safety departments is imperative for
vulnerable residents who, through ACCESS, can take steps to becoming self-sufficient
leading to positive outcomes,” said David Koch, Chief Probation Officer of the Sonoma
County Probation Department.
NACo President Greg Cox said, “Counties implement innovative programs that
enhance residents’ quality of life every day. This year’s Achievement Award-winning
programs demonstrate how counties build healthy, safe and vibrant communities
across America.”
Nationally, awards are given in 18 different categories that reflect the vast,
comprehensive services counties provide. The categories include children and youth,
criminal justice, county administration, information technology, health, civic
engagement and many more.
NACo will recognize award-winning counties at its 2019 Annual Conference and
Exposition July 12-15 in Clark County, Nevada.
Started in 1970, NACo’s annual Achievement Awards program is designed to recognize
county government innovations. Each nominee is judged on its own merits and not
against other applications received.
###

