COMMUNITY UPDATE
Prepared by City Manager David Kelley
July 27, 2018
City Manager’s Office
KTVU Interview on Homelessness: On Friday afternoon July 20th, I was contacted by Channel 2 -KTVU
reporter Debra Vialone requesting an interview regarding homeless encampments within and around the
City of Cloverdale. I conducted a tour of various homeless encampments located in the City with Angela
Cordova. KTVU posted the report on their website at the link here. The link contains a copy of the video
footage, photos and commentary that aired on the Channel 2 News on Friday July 20th and multiple times
over the weekend.

County Update on Homelessness: On Thursday, August 26th, I received an update from Jenny
Chamberlain, District Director Representing Supervisor James Gore on recent action taken by Sonoma
County to address homelessness. Outlined Here are a summary of recent action:
Most recently, on July 10th – the Board of Supervisors voted to declare Sonoma County In A State Of
Emergency in regards to homelessness – please read the article here.

The Sonoma County Community Development Commission (CDC) published the Countywide Homeless
Count on July 6th. Please read the link to the article here about the action the CDC is undertaking.

In addition, Ms. Chamberlin stated that when a homeless issue is reported to Supervisor Gore, they will
coordinate with organizations such as Reach For Home, Catholic Charities, Clean River Alliance and many
more to help with clean up as well as finding organized shelters/new homes for homeless individuals.
The Press Democrat article is very informative on how the County plans to move forward.

PG&E’s Community Wildfire Safety Program: PG&E staff and I met to discuss PG&E’s Community
Wildfire Safety Program, and how they are working with their customers and communities on additional
precautionary measures that are intended to reduce wildfire threats. PG&E informed me that in early
June, customers in Cloverdale will receive letters with information about PG&E’s wildfire safety efforts,
including the possible need to temporarily turn off power for safety when extreme fire danger conditions
occur. PG&E is asking customers to visit pge.com/mywildfirealerts to update their contact information
and take action to update their emergency plans and supply kits for wildfire season. The letter includes
links to the California Public Utilities Commission’s High Fire-Threat District map so they can see if they
live in one of these areas, as well as pge.com/wildfire safety to help them stay emergency-ready and safe
during an outage. They also encourage any customer with questions to email them at
wildfiresafety@pge.com. I have attached a copy of PG&E’s PowerPoint Presentation about their program.

Finance and Administration

Leticia Barajas Marks her 3 Year Anniversary in the Finance and Administration Department:
Office Specialist Leticia Barajas has worked with the City of Cloverdale since July 27, 2015. During her
three years with the City, Letica has been invaluable to our Utility Billing Division and provides an
important support role to our Building Department by assisting Building and planning staff process the
intake of building permit applications. Leticia always welcomes visitors at City Hall with a smile.
Congratulations, Leticia and thank you for your great work!
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Public Works & Engineering
City Staff Responded to Sewage Spill by Private Company: On Monday, July 23, 2018 at about 3:00pm,
City Staff responded to a reported sewage spill. Eric Janzen and our intern Hannah Cohen-Sandler, arrived
on scene shortly after 3:00pm. Curtis Waller was already
present as were three officers from the CPD including
Sargent Segobiano. CPD had secured the road and Curtis
had begun containing approximately 100 gallons of sewage
distributed across the street in front of 150 Sandholm
Lane. The sewage originated from one of two “honey
sucker” trucks parked on Sandholm Lane. Both trucks
carried the name and address of HR Portables of Patterson
CA. As reported by Curtis and Sargent Segobiano, a hose on
the honey sucker truck had detached and the sewage
contained in the tank had been sprayed onto the street. It is the Engineering Department’s assessment
that the truck tank had been overfilled and, in the Cloverdale heat, the contents expanded and over
pressurized the tank causing the release. All available field crew members mobilized the Vactor truck to
respond to the release. All sewage was removed via
vacuum and the remaining dried material was swept
up and vacuumed. City Staff did not use any water to
avoid mobilizing sewage and having it accidentally flow
into a storm drain. The Sewage was disposed at the
headworks of the wastewater treatment plant. The full
response was completed in about 1 hour. The release is
a violation of the City’s Storm Water Municipal Code
but, does not trigger mandatory reporting to the
Regional Water Quality Control Board.
Hometown Heroes Banners Placed this week: City staff placed two Hometown Hero Banners on light
poles in Downtown this week for Steven Faris, Air Force at the corner of N. Cloverdale Blvd. and West
Second (sw corner) and (2) Jessamyn Sobecki-Engle, Army National Guard on N. Cloverdale Blvd. in front
of the Canton Restaurant space on the east side of the crosswalk. The Hometown Heroes Program honors
those serving in the United States Armed forces.
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Street Maintenance Crew Completed Sidewalk Repair Work in in Downtown: The pavers on north
Cloverdale Blvd near Eagle Tech were re-leveled by the Streets/Utilities Crew today (photos below). This
important maintenance work addressed trip hazards that resulted from the adjacent Sycamore Trees
uplifting the sidewalk pavers.

Parks & Recreation
City Park Scoreboard Repair: Park staff received a report this
week that the City Park scoreboard was not functioning
properly. Park staff determined it was the wireless controller
and was able to order a new handheld controller which is
covered under our extended warranty. While on the field we
also trimmed back 30’ of vegetation around scoreboard.

Youth Ecology Corps: The Sonoma Youth Ecology Corps
(SCYEC) continues to assist Park staff conduct maintenance at
City parks and L&L Districts. This week, SCYEC assisted with,
leveling rubber mulch around play structures, trash pickup and
removal of invasive species at City Park.
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Irrigation Repair at Chablis Park: At Chablis Park, a difficult irrigation repair was made on a leak in the
center of the seating area. We had to tunnel beneath the concrete to reach and replace damaged pipe. This
week, Parks staff also adjusted irrigation schedules to accommodate the heat wave we have been
experiencing.

Parks staff Met with Concern Citizen regarding Loitering on Cottages Trail: In response to comments
made under Public Comments at the City Council meeting on July 24th, Parks & Maintenance Lead Hector
Galvan met Cottages resident Anne Perry at the
Old Winery Building at the Cottages Trail on
Thursday, July 26th to show him the location
where loitering is occurring. Attached here is a
picture of the area that Anne Perry is concerned
about. Anne expressed the desire to fence the
entire area surrounding the Old Winery Building
and add lighting around the structure for better
visibility. Hector offered to cut back the
vegetation and prune the trees for better
visibility. This area is within the Cottages
Landscape and Lighting District. Proposed
improvements will be analyzed by City staff and
discussed with the Public Works Subcommittee.
Ultimately, it may be necessary to consider a
budget amendment to support proposed
improvements to the area.
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Community Wildfire
Safety Program
CITY OF CLOVERDALE
July 11, 2018

@

WHAT'S HAPPENING. We are bolstering wildfire prevention and emergency

response efforts, putting in place new and enhanced safety measures, and doing
more over the long term to harden our electric system to help reduce wildfire risks
and keep our customers safe.

WHY IT'S HAPPENING. Years of drought, extreme heat and 129 million dead

trees have created a "new normal" for our state, and we must continue to adapt
to meet these challenges.

WHAT IT MEANS FOR CUSTOMERS. We want to work together to share

information, provide resources and help our customers and communities
prepare for and stay safe during extreme weather events.

* Some of the changes and updates included in this presentation are contemplated as precautionary measures intended to reduce future wildfire risk.
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We Are Taking Action
Bolstering wildfire
prevention and
emergency response
efforts

•
•
•

Monitoring wildfire risks in
real time from our new
Wildfire Safety Operations
Center
Expanding our network of
PG&E weather stations to
enhance weather
forecasting and modeling
Adding Wildfire &
Infrastructure Protection
Teams (program currently
on pause pending further
consultation with state and
local agencies, including
CAL FIRE and Cal OES)

Working with our
communities on new and
enhanced safety
measures

•
•
•

Executing enhanced
vegetation management in
high fire-threat areas
Disabling automatic
reclosing of circuit breakers
and reclosers
Refining and executing
protocols to proactively
turn off electric power for
safety when extreme fire
danger conditions are
occurring

Longer term, hardening
our electric system and
integrating new
technologies

•

Investing in stronger,
coated power lines

•

Replacing wood poles with
non-wood poles in some
areas in the coming years

•

Working with communities
to develop microgrids

* Some of the changes and updates included in this presentation are contemplated as precautionary measures intended to reduce future wildfire risk.
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CPUC High Fire-Threat District (HFTD) Map
FIRE-THREAT AREAS
TIER 2 – Elevated
TIER 3 – Extreme

• In January 2018, the California Public
Utilities Commission (CPUC) adopted a
map designating the areas that are most at
risk for wildfire.
o Tier 3 areas are at extreme risk

o Tier 2 areas are at elevated risk

• This map was developed in coordination
with CAL FIRE and based on input from
electric utilities, communications
infrastructure providers, and local public
safety agencies.
• The map can be accessed at
cpuc.ca.gov/FireThreatMaps

* Map shown is for
illustrative purposes only

* Some of the changes and updates included in this presentation are contemplated as precautionary measures intended to reduce future wildfire risk.
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Cloverdale CPUC HFTD Map
TIER 2 – Elevated
TIER 3 – Extreme

Cloverdale

APPROX. # OF HOMES AND
BUSINESSES SERVED BY
CIRCUITS IN TIER 3 AREAS

2,700
* Some of the changes and updates included in this presentation are contemplated as precautionary measures intended to reduce future wildfire risk.
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Wildfire Safety Operations Center
•

•

Our new, dedicated Wildfire Safety Operations Center will monitor
wildfire risks in real time and coordinate prevention and response
efforts.
The team will communicate with field teams, and monitor
information from PG&E weather stations, databases, social media
and emergency alert systems from public safety authorities and
other agencies.

KEY FACTS
It is located at the
General Office at our
San Francisco
headquarters.
It will be staffed 24
hours a day, primarily
during wildfire season.
Staffed with highly
qualified individuals
knowledgeable in
electric operations, fire
safety, meteorology
and other areas.

* Some of the changes and updates included in this presentation are contemplated as precautionary measures intended to reduce future wildfire risk.
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Public Safety Power Shutoff

* Some of the changes and updates included in this presentation are contemplated as precautionary measures intended to reduce future wildfire risk.
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Public Safety Power Shutoff
FREQUENCY
For planning purposes,
customers in high fire-threat
areas should consider this
could happen 1-2 times

during wildfire
season, although it is

impossible to predict future
weather conditions in this
“new normal.”

DURATION
After the extreme weather
has passed, in most cases,
we would expect to be able
to restore power within 24

hours.

However, depending on
conditions or if any repairs
are needed, outages
(weather event + restoration
time) could last between 2

to 5 days.

NOTIFICATIONS
Extreme weather threats
can change quickly. When
and where possible, we
would provide notice
between one hour to 48

hours in advance through
automated phone calls,
texts and emails.

We will also be conducting
direct outreach to
medical baseline/life
support customers.

* Some of the changes and updates included in this presentation are contemplated as precautionary measures intended to reduce future wildfire risk.
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Helping Our Customers Prepare
• PG&E has a plan to deal with the growing threat of extreme weather and wildfires.
We want our customers to have plans, too.
• We are asking our customers to:
Update their contact info

By visiting pge.com/mywildfirealerts so we
can keep them informed.

Prepare and practice a plan

Make sure everyone in their home knows
what to do by practicing an emergency plan.

Evaluate their home

Know how to manually open garage doors,
install and replace batteries in smoke alarms,
and locate and operate fire extinguishers.

Create an emergency supply kit

Stock supplies to last a week in waterproof
containers that are easy to reach. Refresh
emergency kits yearly.
* Some of the changes and updates included in this presentation are contemplated as precautionary measures intended to reduce future wildfire risk.
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Enhanced Vegetation Management
•

We are enhancing our routine vegetation work to meet new state vegetation and fire
safety standards that require greater clearances to increase safety in high fire-threat areas.

•

We will also be working with our customers to create fire defense zones around power lines
by removing vegetation that could act as fuel in the event of a wildfire.
•

FIRE DEFENSE
ZONES

ROUTINE

4 FEET

•
•

12 FEET OR
MORE

•

•

15 FEET

New CPUC requirement of 4 feet minimum clearance yearround in high fire-threat areas
For some communities, it’s increased from the previous
minimum requirement of 1.5 feet
Meeting the CPUC minimum clearance requirement of 4 feet
requires creating clearances up to 12 feet or more to ensure
compliance until the next inspection
This work may involve some tree removal to help ensure
safety
As an added layer of protection, we are partnering with
customers to look at the area 15 feet on either side of the
pole line to create fire defense zones in extreme fire-threat
areas (Tier 3)

* Some of the changes and updates included in this presentation are contemplated as precautionary measures intended to reduce future wildfire risk.
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Fire Defense Zones
• Fire defense zones near or under
power lines can help reduce wildfire
risks, improve access for first
responders and protect public safety
by:
o Creating safe space between
power lines and trees and
brush that can act as fuel
for wildfires
o Helping slow the spread of
fires and improve access for
first responders in the event of
a wildfire
o Enhancing defensible space
around homes, businesses and
properties, improving safety

* Some of the changes and updates included in this presentation are contemplated as precautionary measures intended to reduce future wildfire risk.
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Recloser Procedures
• We are disabling automatic reclosing of circuit
breakers and reclosers on lines in high fire-threat
areas during fire season and during periods of
high fire-risk.
• Reclosers help maintain the safety of our system
by avoiding sustained power outages.
• Disabling of reclosing technology may reduce the
probability of fire ignition associated with a
power line.
o Where reclosers and circuit breakers do not
have remote control capability (SCADA), we
have disabled reclosing for the 2018 fire
season.
o Where we have remote control capability,
we will disable reclosing based on a daily
decision-making process during times of
elevated risk as determined by our Wildfire
Safety Operations Center.
* Some of the changes and updates included in this presentation are contemplated as precautionary measures intended to reduce future wildfire risk.
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Electric System Hardening
• In the last five years, PG&E has invested $15
billion to enhance and harden its electric
transmission and distribution system assets.
• Over the longer term, PG&E is working to
strengthen the overall construction of our
electric system to reflect the changing
environmental conditions of our service
area and improve system resiliency. We are:
o Installing stronger, coated power lines
o Replacing wood poles with non-wood
material in some areas in the coming
years

* Some of the changes and updates included in this presentation are contemplated as precautionary measures intended to reduce future wildfire risk.
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Learn More
For questions regarding PG&E’s Community
Wildfire Safety Program, please contact:
• Brian Bottari
o (707) 647-7332

o Brian.Bottari@pge.com
Customers with questions can:
o Call us at 1-866-743-6589

o Email us at wildfiresafety@pge.com

o Visit pge.com/wildfiresafety

As a critical partner in emergency response, we want to notify you about a potential public
safety power shutoff in your area, when and where possible. Please provide the best phone
numbers and email addresses for your organization.
* Some of the changes and updates included in this presentation are contemplated as precautionary measures intended to reduce future wildfire risk.
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